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Petition to the Suriace Transportation Board Re AB 167_1189 X
and
National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 Review

We are residents of Jersey City—of the Hamilton Park neighborhood, most of which is a
Municipal, State, and National Historic District, or of the Village area, which is associated
historically with the Italian immigrant community in the Downtown.

We view the Harsimus Branch as part of the historic fabric of our Downtown, and as a
resource for future public uses compatible with historic preservation, the goal of the NHPA.

We therefore ask the Office of Environment=] Assessment to recommend the preservation of
the entire Harsimus Branch and its Embankment to the STB’s directors.

Harsimus Branch demolition and replacement with residential development would cause
great harm to our residences, some of which are immediately adjacent to the massive stone
structure running through our neighborhoods. Immediate adverse effects would include
vibrations from heavy machinery used for stone and soil removal and transport that would
damage our fragile historic buildings, not only in the immediate vicinity of the Branch but
on local streets and throughout our neighborhood; pollution by known heavy metals and
PAHSs; noise; and visual scarring. Most seriously and irretrievably, we would lose treasured
historic places and the integrity of our Historic Districts would be undermined.
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