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Victoria Rutson

Director, Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W,

Washington, DC 20423

Dear Ms. Rutson:

We received your request for any concerns we might have with a project to build a rail line to serve
the Port of Cates Landing in Lake County, Tennessee.

NRCS has responsibility for implementing the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA). The FPPA is
intended to minimize the impact that Federal programs have on the conversion of farmland to
nonagricultural uses. When locations and all possible alternates have been established for this
project, a CPA-106 form should be initiated by the responsible agency and submitted to this office.
NRCS wili then supply a farmland conversion impact rating. More information about FPPA can be
found at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nres/main/national/landuse/

In most cases, an FPPA Assessment will not be required for modifications to existing structures,

for land that is already in or committed to urban uses (commonly identified as having density of

30 or more structures per 40-acre area), for land within an existing right-of-way purchased on or
before August 4. 1984, for corridor projects less than 10 acres in 1 mile where an approved LESA
system is in place, for land used for water storage, or for other projects that do not irreversibly
convert prime farmland to non-agricultural uses. Land use zoning for non-agricultural use in itself, or
current ownership however are not exemptions under FPPA.

Our soil survey information can also be found online at http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov. This
website will provide you with all of our most current soil survey data and interpretations, including
prime farmland and hydric soils.

Please feel free to call me at (615) 277-2550, or e-mail me at doug.slabaugh@tn.usda.gov, if you
have questions about this request, or if you need assistance with accessing our soils information
on the web and any other needs that may arise for Tennessee Soil Survey products or
information.

Sincerely,

7D

J. DOUGLAS SLABAUGH, State Soil Scientist

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.
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