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Many concerns surround rail deal |

‘This is in response to |
“Crossings could be compo-
nent of rail deal; Canadian
National chief says company
will share costs if EJ&E line
sale Okd” (Metro, Feb. 13).
The article quoted Canadian
National President E. Hunt-

-er Harrison as willing to pay

the company’s “fair share”
of mitigation expenses.

What exactly does that
mean?

If this acquisition is ap-
proved, it will have a detri-
mental impact on dozens of
communities, including
increased congestion, nega-
tive environmental impacts,

_decrease in property values,

loss of business and, most
important, it will Jeopardlze
ublic safety.

While CN likes to boast

at many communities will
benefit by seeing a decrease
in train fraffic, the fact is the

e amount of freight will

‘needed

be back on those lines in less
than three years as other
railroads fill that vacated
capacity, .

CN plans to pay $300 mil-
lion to purchase EJ&E pend-

- ing approval from the Sur-,,

face Transportation Board
In the article Harrison says |
when referring ta paying for
ade separations
that the®bulk of the cost
would have to come from the
federal and state govern-
ents ” .

Why isa forelgn company

pledgmg our federal and
state taxpayer dollars to pay
for mitigation expenses that
it will cause? Are American
citizens supposed tofand a-
'welfare system for foreign
compames" '

'CNis choosing to engage
in this acquisition because it
stands to make millions of.
dollars—so much, in fact,
that the $300 million cost of

the transactlon with U.S.

Steel will be paid for in one
operatmg year just by pro-

" Jjected increased revenues
alo contrast, it would

hke to have American tax-
rs foot the bill for infra-
ture improvements for
alj's to come.

If'this travesty of a deal
can’t be stopped because
there are no American laws
that can protect American
comyhunities from foreign’
corporate interests, then CN
should pay for the total cost
of building infrastructure
that.wﬂl help to.ease the
econiomic, environmental,
safety and traffic concerns of .
lmpacted communities. - .. .

o —Bruyce Saudre
. President
North Barrmgton
Member
Coalition of Barrlngton
Communities Against
CN Rail Congestion

2008 SSW

_CHICNBO TR\BWE ‘3_«99»09

-

Lawmakers rip rail freight plan

Durbin and Bean
seeking answers from
Canadian National .

By Richard Wronski
TRIBUNE REPORTER

The Canadian National

Railway’s plan “to divert
freight traffic around Chi-
cago’s congested rail corridor -

will have a negative impact

as the construction and fund-
ing of new rail overpasses

" and the long-term impact of

freight traffic growth on the
region, the lawmakers said.
The letter marks the first
time Durbin has joined Bean
and opponents of the railroad
proposal. The senator had
raised concerns about the
plan. Durbin is the No. 2 Dem-
ocrat in the Senate and a

. member of the . Transporta-

tion Appropriatlons Subcom-

on mgny» communities and ?m.lttee

could jeopardize Anitrak and
expanded Metra service, Sen.
Dick DurbmandRep Melissa
Bean warhed.

The Hlinois Democrats

blasted the railroad in a letter -

Thursday for failing to show
“a willingness to meet the
needs of the communities”
where dozens of freight trains
a day will be shifted in order
to bypass clogged rall lines in
the city.

The Canadian National
also needs to provide con-
crete selutions on such issues

* The lawmakers called on

_'Canadlan National President
and CEO E. Hunter Harrison

tomeet with them and answer
questions about the rail-

road’s proposed $300 million

purchase of the lightly used
Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Rail-
way. The line arcs around the
Chicago area from Waukegan
to Joliet to Gary.

The Canadian National
maintains that bypassing the
congested Chicago freight

yards will benefit northeast--

ern [llinois in particular and

the nation’s commerce in

198-mile route, but that Harri-.

general. son told the Tribune on Feb.
But in their letter, the legis- 13 that the railroad was only
lators said the railroad “has willing to pay a portion of the

not demonstrated a willing-
ness to meet the needs of the
communities along the
EJ&E, - provide Ilong-term
commitments to the region,
or guarantee full cooperation
with the proposed STAR Line
‘and current Amtrak service,
which leads us to oppose the

acquisition as it stands to- .

day.” Metra’s proposed STAR
Line would be the mation’s
first suburb-to-suburb com-
muter rail service.

In a statement Thursday,
the Canadian National said
its officials are willing tohold
further meetings with Dur-
bin and Bean, and with af-
fected communities to “work
toward a successful resolu-
tion that benefits the Chicago
reglon and our nation as a
whole.”

Durbin and Bean pointed
out that the EJ&E has nearly
140 grade crossings along its

cost to build “three or four”
new underpasses or over-
passes.

Taxpayers should not be
asked to support a railroad’s
business transaction by pay-
ing millions for overpasses,
Bean said Thursday *That
doesn’t sound like a fair share
to me,” she said.

Many suburbs along the
EJ&E, particularly Barring-’
ton, object to a projected
quadruplmg of freight trains
coming through the1r com-
munities.

Durbin said Canadlan Na-
tional needed to provide spe-
cific commitments to Amtrak”
and Metra before the Surface
Transportation Board de-
cides whether to approve the
EJ&E purchase, a decision
railroad officials hope will
come by the end of the year.

rwronski@tribune.com



clicqee 'T'KlBuu: s~éwc§ﬁ

Rail boss won't budge on

By Richard Wronski
TRIBUNE REPORTER

Despite pressure from Sen. Dick -

Durbin and Rep. Melissa Bean dur-
ing a meeting Wednesday, the Cana-
dian National Railway’s top execu-
tive offered no new concessions to
allay fears about plans to quadruple
the number of freight trains run:
ning threugh dozens of suburban
communities, the lawmakers said.

Canadian National President and
Chief Executive Officer E. Hunter
Harrison declined to make any new
commitments regarding new over-
passes at rail crossings or guaran-
tees to Amtrak and Metra for frack
use, the Mlinois Democrats said af-
ter the meeting in Washington.

“Mr. Harrison was very courte-
ous, but offered us nothing,” Durbin
said.

Durbin and Bean called for the
meeting in response to concerns
raised by suburbs along the Elgin,
Joliet & Eastern Railroad line,
which forms a 198-mile arc around
Chicago. Canadian National wants
to buy the EJ&E for $300 million so it

can reroute freight trains that now
run through the clogged Chicago
corridor.

In a statement, the railroad said it
“js committed to reaching a fair and
reasonable resolution to issues re-
lated to CN’s plan to buy the major-
ity of the EJ&E. ... CN is committed’
to keeping the d1alogue open in or-

" derto resolve issues.’

But Durbin said there was-a “lack
of any commitment” on Canadian
National’s part. “This leaves the fu-
ture of Ilinois Amtrak service and
Metra’s STAR Line in danger. And
many Ilinois communities and
commuters stand to lose if this deal
goes through as proposed.”

Bean added: “Mr. Harrison pre-
sented why this transaction is good
for their business model, but he con-
tinues to show indifference to the
burden on the suburban communi-
ties throughout Illinois in terms of
increased traffic, safety issues, qual-
ity of life, and the undue tax burden
associated with supporting this pri-
vate transaction.”

» rwronski@tribune.com

the open space;

CHic o \g’*
Protectmg land @

There have been several
occasions during my 13-year
_tenure as president of the
Forest Preserve District of
DuPage County’s Board of
Commissioners when public
and private agencies have
turned to the district to .
satisfy their land needs. The
most recent such request
comes from the Canadian
National Railway Co., which
" desires to purchase approxi-
mately one acre at Pratt’s
Wayne Woods Forest Pre-
serve in Wayne as part of its
planned a ition of the
Elgin Joliet & Eastern Rail-
. roadlines. - '
My response to this pro-
posal is no different than it
has been to others like it:
The Forest Preserve District
of DuPage County is not a
land bank for anybody, not
for school districts or mu-
nicipalities and certainly not
for the railroads. In fact, I
firmly believe that the ben-
efits provided by the dis-
trict’s 25,000 agres of open
space are of efual value to
any publx: , utility;
- freight or Tgngp rtatx})n

gesti‘ , increase proper-

ty ylues;
o le, ‘l’ation passed in
14 by -4 iu genables the cre-
rest preserve dis-
mcts gn Tllinois isa clear
ate that gives the au-

ofity to acquim and hold
ds, ot to

anadian National Raliway
-Co. does not have legal au-
thority to condemn district-
owned property. I can assuré
you that as long as I am
Nesident, the forest pre-
$erve district will continue
to serve the best interests of
its residents by protecting
D DuPage.
—D. “Dewey” Pierotti Jr.
President, Forest
Preserve District
of DuPage County
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CANADIAN NATI
~ PURCHASE «

~ CN SAYS IT’S GOU
 WEASK,

| ~ CN claims there is a “Re;
MYTH 1: CN says that 80 Chicagoland &;ommimﬁies will bene
. ! | '

 FACT 1: Those 80 communities -- and tﬁeﬁ elected officials —
lived — maybe three years at best.
* CN won’t guarantee to those communities — as a conditi

5 &



DFT“E E]&E

DD FOR ILLINOIS
“HOW?”

onal Benefit” to its plan:
t by seeing far fewer freight trains. But ...
mb&mmlsledAnyﬁelght traffic decrease will be short-

1 of regulatory approval — that the tracks it vacates will not be



" utilized in the future by it or another railroad.
* CN’s CEO has stated that its move off the line will “cre:
use as soon as CN moves on.

" 80, this benefits the reglon how?

 MYTH 2: CN says this move won’t hurt CREATE - the public
congestion in the greater Chicagoland area But..

FACT 2: CNis trymg to create a second major regronal frelgh
create safety-related mfrastructure unprovements along its198-
« If the federal and state governments don’t have the func
‘expect them to have funds avaﬂlaqg;e'td make the EJ&E ¢

v
f
i

So, this benef its the region how?

MYTH 3: CN says that it plans to pay its “fair share” of mmg
creating in dozens of communities along the EJ&E. But..

FACT 3: CN won’t “show: us'the money!”
* In fact, CN admlts that it is only willing to invest $30 t
to fix the problem insisting that the “bulk of the cost
* With 133 grade-level crossings along the EJ&E the co
 billions of dollars.
* CN - a foreign corporation wi $2 b11hon in annual o
~ we need to pay for the mess th it is creating!

So, this benefits the region how?
- MYTH 4: CN says this deal “will help promote economic gre

- FACT 4: CN is enly interested in its own bottom line and cre:
northern Illinois economy one bit.

» Much of the freight CN plans to send down the EJ&E
These trains will use Chicago as a pass through ~ no jc
-economic benefits accrue to thls reglon In fact, CN ac

~ transaction.

« The 198-mile EJ&E runs through dozens of “bedroom
foundation to the greater Chicagoland economy. Man

attract people to the idea of living and working in the
contmuously grldlocked as CN makes the EJ&E 1ts “r

So, this benefits the regwn how?

We are not opposed to the free flow of comme!
Welghed against a bunch

If this deal isn’t approved, it won’
It just means they won’

 We need to stop t

“www.FightR

5c



pre capacity.” He means capacity that other railroads can '/5 D

ate rail partnership meant to reduce freight traffic

idor that will need a massive federal/state invéstment to

> Span. - -
ilable to bulld the CREATE mfrastructure why should we

 for the millions. of cars and pepple that must cross it daily?

n costs associated with fixing the safety-related problems it is

40 million - an uivalent of about 7 days in annal profits —
uld have to come from federal and state governments.”

f these grade separations will be astmnonucal —1 mto the

its - is trying to convince American and Illinois taxpayers that

across the Regwn ” But...
g a competltlve advantage ThlS deal won’t beneflt the

Intermodal traffic from the Port of Prince Rupert in Canada.— _—
s will be created or maintained at regional rail yards, sono =~ -
its that over 100 jobs in the region will be lost as a result of this

ommunities” that are home to the people who are the economic
' provide the residential neighborhoods and quality schools that
eater metropolitan area. The flow of commuter traffic will be

terstate 294” of freight traffic.

!

fc"e, but the real costs to Illinois residents need to be
of phony “regional benefits.”

't mean that goods won’t get to market.

t get there a few hours faster.

s deal before it’s too late!

ilCongestion.com




Railway should ﬁnance

overpassesg

By Richard Wronski
TRIBUNE REPORTER

The Canadian Natlonai Raﬂway
Co. should pay the entire cost of
building overpasses. to eliminate
blocked crossings in the suburbs
along the rail line it wants to buy, op-
ponents of the deal said Tuesday.

for dozens of overpasses, Canadiar
National should be required to put
up all the money because the Mon-
treal-based railroad would be the
prihe beneficiary, leaders of Bar-
rington Communities Against CN
Rail Congestion said at a meeting
with the Tribune’s editorial board.
For a railroad that earned more
than $2 dbillion in profits last year,
building grade separations as
needed along the 198-mile Elgin, Jo-
\ liet & Eastern: Raﬂroad is “the cost
of doing business,”
\Sauer village pres1dent of North
‘Barrmgton.
Canadian National seeks the fed-
). wral  Surface  Transportation
3oard’s approval of its $300 million
-

sdid Bruce -

foes urge

bid to buy the EJ&E, which runs in
an arc from Waukegan to Joliet to
Gary. Canadian National - freight
trains would use the line to bypass
congested tracks in Chicago. -
Canadian National said in a state-
ment Tuesday that it is “committed
toreaching a reasonable balance be-

_.tween the need for a strong national
Even if it takes billions of dolla:rs_, -

rail system and appropnate mitiga-
t n of local issues. While taking
to account community concerns,

solutions should support regional .

and national priorities as well.”
The City of Chicago and many
close-in suburbs support the pur-
chase, which the railroad says
would unblock 180 crossings and
ease freight congestion. But towns
along the EJ&E from Mundelein to
~ Joliet to Park Forest are raising ob-
jections. Barrington opponents
have been the most vocal.

ings along its route. Members of the
Barrington coalition estimate there

_are 30 points where overpasses

could be needed because of block-

ages from increased freight train

The EJ&E has 133 vehicle cross-

traffic.

Typically, the state and-federal
govemmﬁﬁs provide the bulk of the
funding for grade  separations,

which can easily run $50 milffon -

apiece.
Canadian National Presldent E.
Hunter Harrison has said the rail-

" road would be willing to pay its “fair

share” for three or four crossings,

3

Suzanne Devane (right) of HD Resources Ltd. Joins other opponentsof ‘
Canadian National Railway's proposed purchase of the Elgin, Joliet & Ea
ern Railroad at a meeting of the Tribune’s editorial board Tuesday.

Tribune photo by Bonnie Tra

but that the state and federaTgovet§
ments should fund most of the cos *
. ‘Undér its plan to use the EJ&§ -

. Canadian National said its traig’

wouldpassthroughzspercentfew ;
crossmgs at nearly 45 m.p.h., mir§
mizing driving delays, saving f
and reducing pollution.

ryronskl@trlbune.com .
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Rumbling you hear
is haggling over
more freight trains

f dozens of freight trains were blasting
through your neighberhood every day, you'd
probably complain too. -

.And so, folks in a ring of outer suburbs; firoms

/  Waukegan, down through Barrington, Elgin and

. ,.Ighet, qnggvgrtoGgry are beefing abouta -

" pro to turn an underused WM~ -
around Chicago into something of afreight
superhighway. But in the usual game. oi‘“wmners
and losers, Chicago and inner suburbs are
cheering because they see the plan as déliver-
ance from the same trains that now rumble
through their neighborhoods. -

The prOJect also has broader mpﬁcaﬁons for .
the region’s economic health and its pre-emi-
nence as the nation’s transportation hub. This
could turn into a contentious and important
regional fight.

Under the bypass proposal, Canadian National
Railway would buy the 198-mile Elgin, Joliet and
Eastern Railway Co. for about $300 million. It
- would spend another $100 million on upgrades to
allow roughly 20 trains a day—compared with

today’s four or so—to avoid the
. delays caused by wending

through the city’s maze of
freight yards, switches and
crossovers. Chicago’s railroad
pioneers as far back as the 19th

Century knew that they had

created problems when they

made Chicago the nation’s rail

hub, with lines from all over
Dennis the country terminating here
Byrne but few passing around. So a

group of 21 railroads in 1888

built the EJ&E railroad as a bypass.

After the CN and the EJ&E announced the
planned buyout in September, communities
along the route began mobilizing in protest of
the noise, pollution, traffic backups at grade
crossings and other blights. A group called Bar-
rington Communities Against CN Rail Con-
gestion wants the railroad to pay for building
viaducts—at a cost of $1.5biyien-—‘—at 3? of tth

line's 133 grade crossings. The railroaa says i
would contribute its “fair share” fof thiree or
four bridges, but that state and federal taxpayers
should pay most.

DuPage County won't éell an acre of its forest
preserve land the CN says it needs for switching
improvements. Metra wants to know how the
project will affect its long-planned construction
of suburb-to-suburb commuter service along the
EJ&E route and whether its service on existing
lines that cross the EJ&E route will be hurt.

Further, would the plan affect CREATE?
That’s an ongoing $1.5 billion public-private
partnership designed to speed freight and pas-

'senger trains through Chicago, instead of

around it. The partnership also would build new
viaducts to eliminate the unnervmg traffic de-
lays at 25 of its 180 grade crossings. The rail-
roads’ share of the six-year project is about $212
million; the rest is supposed to be the govern-
ment’s. But Chicago Metropolis 2020, a leading
civic group, notes that assured project funding is
short by about $1.2 billian, and at its current
pace, CREATE won't be done for at least 25
years. Notably, CN’s bypass plans are not limited
by similar constraints b@ e railroad will
T . ¢ i

So, here come more qupstions. Will the new
bypass threaten prospective funding for CRE-
ATE? Will the railroads funding CREATE have
full interchange access to the bypass? Will the
bypass have unimpeded access to existing and
new “intermodal” yards on the South Side
where freight containers are swapped between
trucks and rail cars? Maybe it’s not a sign of
things to come, but a CN spokesman said other
sailroads could not become a part of the bypass

eal.

Answers will come from the U.S. Surface
Transportation Board, a regulatory agency that
reviews proposed mergers and settles railroad
disputes, but only after an environmental im-
pact study i is completed, which could take three
years.

As dry as these issues sound, the stakes—in
ternis of employment and the region’s econo-
my—are high. Edward Hamberger, head of the
Association of American Railroads, notes that
one-third of America’s rail and truck cargo
moves to, from or through the Chicago area.

“Chicago is by far the busiest rail freight gate-
way in the United States,” he said in a state-
ment, “[handling] more than 37,500 rail freight
cars every day. Twenty years from now that’s
expected to increase to 67,000 cars a day.”

As usual, the temptation is to paint the issues
as black and white. Instead, it is a classic exam-
ple of how making public policy is difficult be-
cause it requires compromise. Someone’s going
to hear more train whistles, others fewer. The
CN may have to become more attuned to its
impact on families; impacted communities may
have to moderate their demands. But with the
prospect that rail traffic must double here in 25
years, it’s suicide for us to view this as the usual
Zero-sum game.

Dennis Byrne is a Chicago-area writer and con-
sultant. http.//dennisbyrne.blogspot.net
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Deal for EJER trackage

facmg stern opposmon

By Mary Ellen Podmolik
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

L . When Canadian National Rail-

way Co. meets with investors
.. Tuesday in Chicago, one notable
exception will be missing from
the list of accomphshments itcan
rdttle off since last year’s annual
meeting in New Brunswick: its

eratlons of the Elgm, Joliet and

- Canadian National’s deal to
‘acquire the EJ&E -from US
Steel COI:p. remains bogged

President and Chlef
Executxve E. Hunter Harri-
n’slongtime drive for ef-
ciency at the transcon-

‘Announced. in Sep-
tember, the purchase of
the EJ&E was nieant

; rout its ,trams
in an. arc around
the clty, rather

$300 million acquisition of keyop--

o  Tribune photo by. charies Osgood
Canadian National CEO Huﬂtar
Harrison doesn’t understand the

opposltnon to the EJ&E purchase '

than s1ttmg 1d1e on tracks waltmg

to get through the heart of the, clty ,

"Railway gridlock in' Chicago is
) well-documented and long-stand-

PLEASE SEERAILY PAGES -

- ing; it is the only place in the

United States where six of the sev-

en largest railroads meet. g
But since Canadian National’

plans wefe announced, local gov-

ernments, community “groups,
legislative leaders, railway ex-
perts, commuter rail lines, local
business leaders, shippers and
even other railroads have been vo-

‘ " cali in their support or oppositlon

“Meanwhile, the' U.S.

‘Surface
Transportatlon Board

‘which

.
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regulates the nation’s rail-
roads, first gave Canadian
National a small victory in
agreeing to consider the ac-
quisition as a minor transac-
tion. But the board also said
it wanted an environmental
impact study completed be-
* fore making its decision, and
a ruling is not expected until
near year’s end.

Monday night, while Har-
rison was presenting his
case to a private dinner of
more than 100 guests, a coali-
tion of opposition communi-
ty groups was printing 500
copies of aletter that it hopes
to distribute to shareholders
entering the annual meeting
at the Peninsula Hotel.

After overseeing a rail-
road network that stretches
some 20,300 miles in 16 U.S.
states and eight Canadian
provinces, one that reported
annual earnings last year of

almost $2.16 billion Canadi- -

an, Harrison admits the con-
troversy over a 198:mile
stretch of track caught his
company off-guard.

“We certainly didn’t antic-
ipate the scope of the opposi-
tion,” he said Monday. “I
lived in the western suburbs
for 20 years. I had a lot of peo-
ple I called friends until
this.”

The importance of the U.S.
to Canadian National has
grown significantly since
the railroad bought the Ili-

nois Central Railroad in 1999,

and Wisconsin Central Rail-
road in 2001. Not only does
Canadian National generate
more than half its revenue
from shipments to or within

the U.S., but half of its share- [’
“holder base also is there, in-

cluding its largest investor,
Microsoft’s Bill Gates.
Owning the EJ&E, which

stretches from Waukegan-

around to-Joliet and over to
Gary, would make Canadian
National more attractive to
shippers because the rail-

road could speed freight fast-

er through the area by re-
routing it through the su -
urbs. It now can tak
hours to move a train om
one side of Chicago to anoth-
er, Canadian National said.

Therail line also is critical
to the growth of an intermo-
dal facility Canadian Na-
tional opened last year in
Prince Rupert, British Co-
lumbia, which is designed to
give shippers a path from
Asia into the United States
that is less congested than
the overcrowded ports of Los
Angeles and Long Beach,
Calif. More than three-quar-
ters of the cargo that passes
through Prince Rupert is
headed to or coming from Ca-

nadian Najonal’s U.S. hubs
like Chicagp and Memphis.

“What shippers are
looking fo. is an alterna-
tive,” said Lee Klaskow, a
senior resarch analyst at
Longbow Iesearch. “They
want their joods to get into
the US. andthey don’t want
any hang-u” 1{ |

While thedeal Would un-
block 180 enssings used by
Canadian Ntional in Chi-
cago and cloe-in suburbs, it

muni _tm& caz’t be worked
out, and the’ ace rans

o
j=7
@

and not makehe substantial
investments that are
planned in tanadian Na-
tional’s faciliies in south

{{| suburban Hmewood and

- Markham. Buhe’s not ready
to walk away rom the deal
, yet.

The transacbn is likely to
be the last choter in a 44-
year career fr Harrison,
who has a contact until the
end of next yar, when he
turns 65. The lemphis na-
tive started in ‘ie industry
in the mid-196(C, literally
learning the buwmess from
the ground up. Es first job
was as a carmanc-iler, which
meant he craw:d under-

would ad¢ tohe trafﬁc at133"
crossin com:

Tients are o
route shlpmnts elsewhere

neath carsto squirt oil in all
the right places.

Several railroad jobs later,
he joined the Illinois Central
in 1989 and began makinghis
mark in the industry for his
efforts to enforce “precision
railroading,” which meant
running freight trains on a
schedule, much as passenger
trains always have operated.
By 1993, he was the president
and CEO of the railroad. .

Five years later, when Ca-

nadian National acquired
Ilinois Central, he joined
the company as an executive
vice president and chief op-
erating officer. He has served
as president and CEO since
January 2003.
" CN’s financial perform-
ance “has been among the
best in the industry since
1999,” said Ann Heffron, a
Zacks Equity Research ana-
lyst, in a note to clients.

Harrison doesn’t under-
stand the argument of foes
who want access to goods but
don’t want trucks on their
roads or freight trains at
crossings slowing down ve-
hicular traffic.

“Where do people want the
business to go?” Harrison
said. “The rails built this
country. The rails have
helped build communities.
Now they say, ‘We want to be
a bedroom community. We
want you out of here.” ”

R ERETRRE
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Railway opp

Suburbs fighting plan
to boost freight traffic

By Richard Wronski
TRIBUNE REPORTER

Suburban leaders fighting the Ca-
nadian National Railway’s plan to
boost freight train traffic through
their communities bolstered their
ranks Tuesday and called on Con-
gress to force the railroad to pay to
lessen the trains’ impact or else help
stop the deal.

Several more stiburbs, including
Aurora, Naperville and Plainfield,
joined a coalition of Barrington-
area communities to fight Canadian
National’'s plans to divert freight
trains through the outlying sub-
urbs.

The suburbs formed an organiza-
tion called The Regional Answer to
Canadian National, or TRAC, and
are Kicking in $10,000 to $20,000 each
to wage the battle.

Opponents rallied Tuesday at the
Dirksén Federal Plaza in Chicago to
coincide with ameeting of Canadian
Nationa! shareholders at the Penin-
sula Hotel. Opponents attempted to
deliver a letter outlining their
stance to shareholders but were re-
buffed by security.

Inside the meeting, railroad Presi-
dent and CEO E. Hunter Harrison
said if the railroad’s planned expan-
sion is blocked, Chicago’s standing
as rail capital of North America
would be threatened, jobs would be
lost and the area’s economy would
be hurt.

Canadian National seeks federal
approval of its $300 million purchase
of the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Rail-
way’s 198-mile arc of tracks around
Chicago. It would use the tracks to
bypass Chicago’s congested rail
hub, and speed freight movement

CHICAGO TRIBUNE - METRO . SECTION 2 - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 23, 2008 3

onents align forces

e e T A TEN T TR

Tribune photo by Nancy Stone

Suzanne Devane of the Barrington Coalition Against CN steadies a sign in the wind as opponents of Canadian
National Railway speak Tuesday at the Dirksen Federal Plaza in Chicago.

across the country.

Chicago and many closer-in sub-
urbs, such as Buffalo Grove, Des
Plaines and La Grange, back the
plan, saying they will see fewer
freight trains and blocked cross-
ings.

But Aurora Mayor Tom Weisner
said Canadian National is trying to
“shove this project down our throat”
and isunwilling to pay enough of the

cost of mitigating the project’s ef-
fects, including building over-
passes, where the number of trains
will increase.
“In the final analysis, the CN will
nhance their profits nicely and
hand the bills for all necessary im-
provements and infrastructure not
only to taxpayers of Aurora and the
other localities, but to the taxpayers
of the state and the nation,” Weisner

. a not-in-my-back-yard  attitude .

said.
Atthe shareholders meeting, Har-
rison derided opponents for having

toward the proposal. -

“Maybe some of the citizens in the
western suburbs will have to learn
to deal with change,” Harrison said.

rwronski@tribune.com Vv
BRI
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"Age;‘cy OKSs broad st
‘of freight train rerouting

dy

.. By Richard Wronski CH ]CW Tlrhe Chlcago Metropolitan

TRIBUNE REPORTER L\ A -o¥
.. TheU.S. Surface Transportation
;= Board announced Friday it will
- gtudy a wide range of safety and en-
i vironmental concerns prompted
¢ by Canadian National Railway’s
plan to divert its freight traffic
*around Chicago and through out-
- lying suburbs.
~  The board also said its environ-
mental impact study would cover a
. period up to 2015, which is three
-years longer than Canadian Na-
onal had wanted. The decision
‘Jbolstered the hopes of suburban
yonents of Canadian National's
ns, though they had wanted the

Agency for Planning agreed the
five-year period was preferable to
Canadian National’s timetable,
but the agency had wanted a 10-
year study, spokesman Tom Garri-
tano said.

Canadian National said Friday
it would need time to study the de-
cision.

Among the issues to be included
in the analysis will be the effect
that a tripling or quadrupling of
rail traffic would have on dozens of
suburbs along the Elgin, Joliet &
Eastern Railroad.

Canadian National needs the
board’s approval for its $300 mil-

PLEASE SEE TRAINS » PAGE 23
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of EJ&E’s 198
'from Wauke-

] ationalplans
hicago’s con-
and speed
t across the

 Friday, the
5 areas fo be
inal scope of
ental impact
acquisition.
vill be con-
ard’s staff.
involves

mitigation, or ways to lessen
the effect of increased train
traffic on communities, by
means such as constructing
underpasses. This is a point
of contention between the

railway and many suburbs,

In a statement, the board’s
acting secretary, Anne Quin-
lan, said the board will con-

‘sider the study’s mitigation

recommendation in deciding
whether to grant Canadian
National’s proposal, or grant
it with environmental condi-
tions. )

But, she said, “Voluntary
mitigation and mutually ac-
ceptable negotiated agree-

RS

EY

ments can result in cost-s

. ing to allow completion:"6f ;;

very costly measures, such as
grade-separated  crossings, &
which primarily benefit &,ﬁ‘
community rather than s
railroad, and thus are typi- o
cally funded primarily byen- ;-
tities other than the rail-
road.”

The study will analyze safe- o
ty at grade crossings, hazard- i
ous materials transportation, :;,
the effects on existing and

proposed Metra lines and-
Amtrak service, and energy
and fuel use. ¥

rwronski@tribune.com W
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Cutting down on commuter gridlock

As local elected officials

united in opposition to Cana-

dian National Railway’s
proposed acquisition of the
EJ&E rail line, we are disap-
. pointed at an April 24 Trib-
une editorial in support of
. this plan.

The Tribune says that our
demands for CN to under-
write the $3 billion price tag
for fixing these gridlock

ot

problems are “unreasonable |

and unprecedented.”

We say it’s time to start a
new precedent.

CN, a foreign corporation,

is the sole regional beneficia-

ry of this plan and it has the
wherewithal to finance all
mitigation costs. Over the
last several years, CN has
averaged about $2 billion in

. profits on $8 billion in rev-

¥ enues. .

Our society recognizes the

" idea that when someone
commits an injury, he or she
needs to make it right. It is
not unreasonable that we
expect CN, as the instigator

" of the harm it is creating in
the region, to remedy the

bama

L CHICAeD TR (8
uburban train traffic,

cost at issue, he says

' S-20-0¢g

Ilinois Sen. Barack Obama
ome outsirongly against
Canadian_National Rail-
ay Co.’s $300 million pur-
thase of the Elgin, Joliet &
Eastern Railway.

Obama is “concerned
e potential hardships
unities associated
gight traf-
9g-mile T.]X
e, he said in a letter to Bar-
gton President Karen
:Darch released Monday.

problem.

The Chicago Tribune dis-
likes the idea of “freight
gridlock” but overlooks the
inevitable commuter grid-
lock this deal will cause.
Roads that currently have
anywhere from 10,000 to
50,000 cars crossing the
EJ&E will see hours of traf-
fic tie-ups every day as a
result of this freight on-
slaught.

To address commuter
gridlock, many suburban
communities are looking to
the construction of the Metra
Star line as it promises to
divert commuter traffic by
enabling people to travel on
public transit from suburb to

. suburb. As we see it, the Star

line is doomed by this deal.

Additionally, current Me-
tra operations will be dis-
rupted when commuter
trains across the region are
repeatedly blocked by CN’s
freight trains.

The region’s answer to
freight gridlock is CREATE,

a public/private partnership .

that was the result of careful

The line runs in an arc of
outlying suburbs including
Waukegan, Aurora, Naper-
ville and Joliet.

Adﬂm&hw%%ﬁi-
tion to that of Sen. Dick Dur-

bin and other members of.;

the Democratic:
presidential candidate cited
the impact that increased
freight trains will have on
traffic and on emergency re-
sponders. There are more
than 130 at-grade crossings

along the rail line.
“Citjes . .. along the EJ&E
line be assured that

their commerce and their
e C

JPilligns of dollars’ w f
underpasses, sound walls and

planning between the rail-
roads, the City of Chicago
and the State of Illinois.
CREATE is an insightful
multiyear plan that ad-
dresses regional gridlock
problems; however, our state

-and federa] leaders failed to
secure public funds neces-
sary to seal the deal with the _
railroads..

If CN is not required to pay
for mitigation costs, the :
EJ&E will become another -
major freight corridor in
need of huge infrastructure
investments to make it bear-
able in the communities the
line runs through. If public
dollars aren't available to.
fund CREATE, why does the _
Tribune think the money _
Will bé available to fix neces:
sary mitigation in our com-
munities?t * -

- - .~—Karen Darch
President

Village of Barrington
Member

Regional Answer

to Canadian National

and Barrington Cormnunities
Against CN Rail Congestion

opposes railway project

safety are not imperiled by
Wt
W

ength,” Obama wroté. -
se awaits fed-

eral approval. A key point of
: contention is who wj for

mitigate

should be “largely borne by
the

1 overnments should
_pay._most _cosis and oflered

0 million as its “fair share.”
yooo e a e



Benetits
“of rail merger

% - Sound bites don’t resolve complex issues that require thoughtful,A
WeL-CUNSIUereU appruacnes. i volciug uppusiuon to Canadian

National Railway’s proposed acquisition of the EJ&E rail line, in a
letter faulting the Chicago Tribune’s editorial position on the sub-
Jject (“Cutting down on commuter gridlock,” Voice of the People,
May 16), Barrington Village President Karen Darch chose to ignore
several facts.

First, I'm disappointed an elected official implies that because
CN’s corporate headquarters is in Canada it would taint the acqui-
sition of the EJ&E. CN is as much a U.S. company as it is Canadian.

- U.S. financial institutions and shareholders own nearly half of CN

"~ shares. CN’s U.S. headquarters is in Homewood, and more than

“:'1,500 of CN’s 6,600 U.S. employees live, raise their families, work

% and commute in Hlinois, where the company’s payroll is nearly $97
million.

S
Ty
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said, “are driving us nuts.”

the problem. For years, homeown-
ers from Berwyn to Chicago’s
South Side have complained about
the noise and fumes from idling
locomotives.

Local, state and even federal offi-

it because they have no jurisdic-
tion. There is no law against leav-

;ﬁf - to the Illinois Commerce Commis-

-* ministration.

Railroad ofﬁmals concede they
don’t like the inefficient practice
but say it’s frequently necessary be-
cause of Chicago’s rail congestion.

On any given day, 1,200 freight,
k- passenger and commuter trains
% travel through the thousands of
> miles of tracks in Chicago and sub-
*. urbs, according to industry ex-
perts.

Federal rules set strict limits on
- how many hours crews can work,
- but it can take days for a freight
- train to maneuver through Chi-
© -cago’s jammed rail corridor. There-
- fore, trains often have to be stopped
" so crews can change, officials said.

Unfortunately for resident’s of

Rice’s Woodland Hills subdivision,

" the tracks behind the homes have
become a convenient location for
CN to park its trains while chang-
. ing crews. Rail workers use a near-
- by church lot to leave their cars or
. .are picked up on nearby Illmms
nghway 59.
& - Police have responded to com-
# plaints when locomotives have
- been left running for long periods,

e TR QR

police officer even came over

here one night and said, ‘I see what
-you mean,’” yet he said his hands
were tied,” Rice said.
- “Don’t the rights of private citi-

gens have to be respected? If I or my
neighbors caused a disturbance
d there was a complaint, the
Bartlett PD would throw our butts
jail in a heartbeat for disturbing
e peace, but when I complain
bout my peace being disturbed,
ey claim there is nothing that can
e done except to complain to City .

ett police 'acknowledge fhe
oblem, but say they can do-little
bout idling locomotives ¢ or. prob~

ssmgs more than five minutes.
jut the Ilinois Supreme Court
arturned that law in December,

Other communitiesalsohavehad -

cials say they can do nothing about ,

.- ing a locomotive idling, according -

- sion and the Federal Rallroad Ad ?)T\‘

‘A police officer even came over here one night and sa
yet he said his hands were tied.’

—Chuck Rice, Bartlett resident, referring to complaints of noisy locomotives idling ¢

' saying the state and municipalities -
_have no jurisdiction over rail op-
.erations.

“This is among the biggest frus-
trations to police departments in
this area,” Bart]ett Police Chief
Pan Palmer said/¥*We have no re-
course, and the trains can do what-
ever they want. The guys operating
the trains just don’t care.”

"~ According to the Federal Rail-
road Administration, there is no
regulation prohibiting trains from
stopping anywhere on their tracks.

‘Railroads try to  schedule op-

erations so crews have a convenient
change point, but work rule limits
often interfere, spokesman Steve

. Kulm said.

- The best the agency can do with
complaints is “reach out and see if

~ the railroad can be more respon-
\swe ”Kulmsaid. (3027 v - b

“ CN said it follows normal indus-
try practice when its trains stop for
a crew change, as long as the train
J,gn’f hlacking a eronssins-

S %There’s nothing illegal or im-

~proper about stopping a train
‘where we have to,” railroad spokes-
man Jim Kvedaras said.

CN would prefer that its trains
keep moving to minimize delays
and fuel consumption, but rail con-
gestion is a chronic problem in Chi-

cago, Kvedaras said.

Noting that Rice chose tolivein a
subdivision near railroad tracks,
Kvedaras said, “I appreciate the
frustration level, but it is an ac actlve
railroad line.”

CN’s plan to acquire the Elgin,
Joliet & Eastern Railway Co., which
the railroad would use to bypass
crowded Chicago lines, has added
to concerns about the impact of
train operations in the suburbs.”

EJ&E, which forms an arc
around the outer suburbs, has been
lightly used in recent years, while
subdivisions have rapidly sprouted
alongside its relatively quiet
tracks. Under CN’s plan, freight
traffic on EJ&E would triple or
quadruple in many areas.

Many communities along the
EJ&E, including Bartlett, are fight-
ing CN’s plan.

Bartlett Police Cmdr. Patrick Ull-
rich has had mixed results in work-
ing with Woodland Hills residents
and railroad officials to resolve
confiicts.

With prodding from the state, CN
has promised to reduce blockages
at'the Ilinois Highway 59 crossing,
Ullrich said.

But when Bartlett asked CN to
park its trains elsewhere—for ex-
ample, west of Woodland Hills and
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en -Chuck Rlce bought his
along the Canadian National
ay ‘Co. tracks-in Bartlett 10
ago, he fully expected to hear
ght trains rumble past at all

was only recently Rice said,
the trains began stopping di-
Hy behind his house every week
. o that he began to get. irri-
omotives often sit un-
nded for hours—even . days——
h their diesel engines running
tly, he said.
passing by have never
ybotheredus, although some-
" sitfeelslike the house isgoing
an CN tracks near his home B xhake down when the trains go
high speed, but we know it
1 be gone in a few minutes,”
. d.
sai does really bother us is a
: itting idling for 36.to
urs, less than 100 feet

he said.
#4idling locomotives, Rlceb

i
Tribune photo by Stacey Wescott i

ud, “I see what you mean,”

near a forest preserve—the rail-
».road would give no assurances__ﬁff ) ?
~richsaid. vy~ v NN !
Bartlett maytrytouselts anti- .
--noise law against idling locomo- :
tives, Ullrich said, but a loophole .
may have to be resolved The ordi- ;
“'nance currently exempts railroad o
* trains “in transit through the vil- . 5
lage.” How This applies to idling !
- locomotives is unclear,
Which is of little consolation to
Rice.
<> ‘XYou can’t get away from the
.Sound,” Rice said. “The masterbed '
,__ijom is upstairs on the back of the
- house.and there is no way to drown »
’ rumbling of this engine run- . !
mng and get any sleep e B
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Financial harm to towns

Suburba rlly seeks to

cited as protesters target
proposed rail acquisition

By Robert Channick
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Arguments against Canadian Na-
tional Railway’s proposed acquisi-
tion of a little-used freight line took
asharp turn Sunday at a Barrington
rally from concerns over the quality
of life to the grim economic realities
in affected communities.

In Lake Zurich, a developer pulled
the plug on a proposed $22 million,
120-unit senior living project be-
cause of its nearness to the Elgin, Jo-
liet and Eastern Railway Co. tracks.
Pathway Senior Living, a Des
Plaines company with 10 Chicago-
area senior complexes, cited the in-
crease in rail traffic as “incompat-
ible with a residential use.”

Village officials estimated aloss of
$825,000 in annual revenue,

“We already found out, before a
single train rolled down the track,
how much economic harm this can
cause,” said Village President John
Tolomei.

The rally in Barrington was held
at Memorial Park, just blocks froma
planned 29,000-square-foot retail re-
development at Hough and Main
Streets.

Village President Karen Darch ac-
knowledged a growing anxiety over
fallout from the freight line, which
traverses five at-grade crossings in
town.

“The business community is pay-
ing attention to this, obviously, and
it’s factoring into their decisions to
do business in our communities,”
Darch said.

Graham Andrews (center), 10, and hi§ mother listen to speakers during a rall
Canadian National Railway's acquisition proposal, which is expected to incre

. “If ever there were a case where
the impact is great enough to have a
turndown, this one is it,” she said.

The proposed $300 million pur-
chase of the EJ&E would allow Ca-
nadian National to use an outlying
198-mile loop to skirt rail congestion
in Chicago.

Traffic on the route is expected to
quadruple, running more than 20
freight trains per day through Bar-

rington and other suburbs along the
line.

The proposal is undergoing an im-
pact review by the Federal Surface
Transportation Board.

‘There are about 100 grade cross-
ings from Joliet to Waukegan, giv-
ing rise to other concerns such as
traffic, safety and convenience.

Jenny Brauch, 37, a Barrington
resident who walked to the rally
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Tribune photos by Stacey Wescott
%ﬁunday in Barrington protesting
mse freight trains in the area.

" with her husband and their infant
son, said the increased rail traffic
would devastate the village’s com-
mercial district.

“People wouldn’t come to Bar-

* rington to shop anymore,” she said.

.- “It’s hard enough on a Saturday or
Sunday to get into town with traffic
the way it is now.”

~ Tomitigate the impact on the sub-

,prbs, Canadian National has set

“erail train plan -

‘If ever there were a case
where the impact is great
enough to have 4 turndown,

thisoneis it’
—Barrington Village President Karen

Darch

-aside a'pool of $40 million, from- .

which it would contribute 5 percent,.
to the construction of separated*%
grade crossings, railroad spokes-
man Jim Kvedaras said Sunday. At
the rally attended by several hun-
dred people, officials said that mon-
ey won’t begin to make a dent.
Results from the impact study are
expected by the end of the summer,
with a final transportation board
ruling as early as December, Darch
said.
- Officials vowed that Sunday’s
demonstration would not be the last.
“In the coming weeks, there will

*be rally after rally along this line,”

said Mayor Tom Weisner of Aurora.
“All of us need to keep the pressure
on” the transportation board.
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. Tribune photo by Chuck Berman
A freight train crosses Ogden Avenue in Aurora. A federal report on a propo==d rail deal says a freight-traffic increase will slow suburban traffic.




The acquisition of Elgm Joliet & Eastern Railway by the
Canadian National Railway could re-route many freight tranns
around the crowded Chicago rallway system. But a few '
*.suburban communities are concerned about the effect the

AVERAGE FREIGHT .
© TRAINS PER DAY Mundelein "
- for selected areas , e et X
More trains ﬁ v
per day L{ke Zurich | / P A ‘_“\\
Less trains { P LA K E D
per day . J . CO.y

By Richard Wronski
TRIBUNE REPORTER

A federal report on Friday raised
the specter of frustrated motorists
facing lengthy delays at 15 rail
crossings in a dozen communities,
but concluded that passenger serv-

: \ ice would not be impaired if a rail-

road that winds through Chicago’s

. CN-owned tracks
~=- EJ&E tracks
- Other tracks

i‘Bagjri’ng'ton ;

) Before: 5.3 [+
After: 20.3

® Towns whose
emergency service
providers may be
substantially
affected

X Crossings that
may be
substantially
affected
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Before: 19.3
After: 2.0

‘ E\i‘anstori"

suburbs is sold.

.The long-awaited report also
identifies 10 communities—
among them Barrington,
Joliet, Mundelein and

Chicago Heights—where

a tripling or quadru-
pling of freight traffic
would severely hamper
police, fire and emer-
gency medical re-
sponse.

The report pre-
pared by Surface
‘Transportation

Board staff pre-

dicted train-ver-

sus-vehicle acci-

Before: 1.8
After: 2.0

10 MILES| |
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dents would in-
crease sharply
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After: 28.3 |

along the cen-

Before: 6.4
After: 0
k)

Before: 211 |
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response also at risk

tury-old railroad—from more
than one a year to more than
six annually.

The report was anxiously
awaited by scores of communi-
ties, including Chicago, that
stand to win or lose from the
Canadian National Railway’s
controversial $300 million plan
to buy the Elgin, Joliet and
Eastern Railway to divert
freight traffic around the city’s
congested rail corridor.

The EJ&E railroad rings the
suburbs in a 198-mile arc
stretching from Mundelein to
Joliet to northwest Indiana.

Thepurchase is touted by CN
and some experts as a potential
boon to the transportation in-
dustry and economy. Chicago
officials strongly support the
deal because of the economic
impact and prospect of reduced
freight traffic, which is ex-
pected to result in fewer acci-
dents on rail lines in the city.

But fearing more freight
trains in their backyards and
outlying suburban down-
towns, vocal opponents have
rallied by the hundreds in re-
cent months to fight the plan.

While viewed as an impor-
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t step in the process, the
00-page document is sub-
t to another round of pub-
.comments starting in Au-
st. The final version will be
idered by the three-mem
1 board that will approve or
y the sale, a decision ex-
ed in early 2009.
The report encourages ne-
tiations between CN and
e affected communities, but
dicated the final version
aild identify remedies if
ements aren’t reached.
The report leaves a crucial
estion: Who will pay the
mdreds of millions of dol-
s needed for . building
ade separations—over-
sses or underpasses—at af-
ted rail crossings?
Critics hoped the document
ould recommend that CN be
quired to pay the bulk of the
, since the railroad
ds to profit financially
om the deal. But the report
ted that, historically, rail-
s have not paid for more
an 5 percent to 10 percent of
ade separations because
ey “primarily benefit the
mmunity and not the rail-
ad.” Most of the cost is typi-
y paid by the federal gov-
nment with state and local
ds.
One of the plan’s staunch-
t opponents, U.S. Rep. Me-
sa Bean (D-Nl.), criticized

ppointing.” Bean said in

e draft report as “highly

a statement that it “seems to
endorse allowing a private
company to destroy local
communities’ quality of life,
safety and economies, while
expecting those communities
to pick up the tab.”

Another critic, Rep. Donald
Manzullo (R-111.), blasted the
review, saying it “washes its
hands of any solu‘q,ons Jt s
ridiculous.”. &

The report supported the .

CN’s view that the environ-
mental issues were not that
unusual and could be reason-
ably iresolved, the railroad
said in a statement. One of
North America’s largest rail-
roads, CN pledged to work
with “all communities along
~the EJ&E to come to agree-
ment on approprlate mltlga-n
tion measures.” - EYD Ak
In a statement sep ‘ate’
from the report, STB Com-
missioner W. Douglas Buttrey
made remarks that may indi-
~cate how the three-member,
board is leaning.
Buttrey, a Republican from
Tennessee, sWr—

Jied.  some ~communities
ould bear an unfair, “heavy,,

_burden” in efforts to ease con-

gestion. He said he had visit-
_ed many of the Chlcggrtl)rarea

‘communities that would be
a_ffected )
T “It is hard for me to imag-

ine how even the most far-

Ane
.reachmg m1t1gat10n mea-.

.set or balance the environ-

‘mental detriments that would .-

flow from this proposal,” he

Tribune photo by Scott Strazzante

e 143rd Street crossing in Plainfield could see longer delays if the railroad sale is approved.

said.

Addressing another hot-
button issue, the report said
the EJ&E deal would not have
an adverse effect on current
and future Metra service, in-
cluding the proposed suburb-
to-subwrb STAR line and
SouthEast Service.

It also said commitments
made by the CN would assure
continued Amtrak service on
CN tracks indefinitely. Con-
cerns about Amtrak figured
significantly in opposition to
the deal from Sens. Dick Dur-
bin and Barack Obama.

‘Durbin said Friday in a
statement that the acquisi-
tion of the EJ&E will have a”

_devastating impact on many

of the communities, forcmg
o a fourfold increase in
ht traffic in some towns.
“I encourage everyone af-
fected by this proposal to at-
tend the Surface Transporta-
tion Board’s public hearings,
submit statements and let
this agency know their con-
cerns,” the statement said.
Bean and other members of
the Illinois delegation, in-
cluding Reps. Peter Roskam,
Judy Biggert, Bill Foster and
Manzullo, will hold a Con-
gressional hearing Aug. 5 to
_take testimony from experts
“and the communities.
Results from that hearing
will be submitted to the STB

for consideration in the final -

version of the environmental
report, Bean said.

rwronski@tribune.com
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Tribune photo by Alex Garci
U.S. Reps. Melissa Bean, Bill Foster (center) and Don Manzullo talk about the Canadian National Railway deal before a hearing Tuesday in Chicago.

In rail bid, overpass aid doubted

State, federal officials
challenge CN proposal

By Richard Wronski
TRIBUNE REPORTER

adian National Railway
1s “allowed to buy a suburban rail
e,moneywouldn 1 be availableto

mgshkelyio be.blocked by in-

creased freight traffic, state and fed-

eral 0ﬁ‘1c1als said. Tuesday

And even if feeral or state fund-
ing were found,.it would take years
before construction could begin at
anyof 15 crogggwng the Elgm
Joliet & Eastern Railway that would
face an anticipate dj:n.phngorquatL
rupling-ef freight trains, those offi-
cials said,

Transportation funding has been
stagnant for 10 years, said Diane

O’Keefe, deputy director of high-
ways for the state Department of

Transportatlon “Thebottomlineis, ..

we're . in...maintenance mode,”
O’Keefesaidatahearing attheD Dirk-
sen U.S. Courthouse in Chicago.
O’Keefe joined regional planning
agencies and municipal officials
from Illinois and Indiana who testi-

~ fied at the session, called by Illinois

congressional members.

The focus was a draft environ-
mental impact statement by staff of
the federal Surface Transportation
Board on Canadian National’s pro-
posed purchase of the EJ&E for $300
million.

The CN boycotted the session as
did other supporters, calling it a
“mock hearing” staged by foes. The
purchase of the railroad, which arcs
around Chicago from Waukegan to
Joliet to Northwest Indiana, would
benefit 60 communities, freight traf-

fic and the economy, railroad ofﬁ-
cials say.

Besides the adverse effect on the
15 crossings, the report issued last}
month concluded that increasing
freight traffic on the EJ&E would
hamper police, fire and emergency
response in 10 suburbs. Train-ver-
sus-vehicle accidents would also in-
crease sixfold, it said.

Democratic Reps. Melissa Bean
and Bill Foster and Republi
Judy Biggert and Don Manzullo,
critics of the CN deal, criticized the
report, saying the research was in-
complete.

Opponents contend the Montreal
based CN stands to profit by bypass-
ing Chicago’s congested rail corri-
do¥¥But taxpayers, they say, will be
on the hook to pay millions of dol-
lars for overpasses. “Why should
taxpayers have to spend their mon-
ey to correct problems from a trans-

action that will benefit a privat
company,” Manzuilo said.
Overpasses typically cost $40 mil
lion to $60 million to build, O’Keefi
said, One planned overpass, at Bel
mont Avenue in Downers Grove, ha
been on the drawing board for a dec

“ ade, and its estimated cost has riser

from $36 million to $53 million, Big
gert said.

The four U.S. representatives sup
port legislation to require the trans
portation board to broaden its role¢
and consider how rail expansion af
fects communities. The agency
agreed to do that in this case be
cause of vocal community concerns

The board, a successor to the
Interstate Commerce Commission
is only mandated to weigh railroac
deals for anti-competitive anc
worker safety concerns.

rwronski@tribune.com
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By Richard er(ski
TRIBUNE REPORT}Q

Call them freight trains on
steroids, monster trains dou-
ble-stacked with containers,
long enough to block every
rail crossing at the same time
in some Chicago-area com-
munities.

‘Many suburban officials
fear the number of such
lengthy trains will increase if
a plan to divert transconti-
nental freight traffic through
their communities is ap-
proved.

In Barrington, one of these
1.5-mile or longer trains
could shut down all four
crossings  simultaneously,
said Village President Karen
Darch, who worries that even
longer behemoths are in the
offing.

“Some of these intermodal
trains are 10,000 feet. You're
falking [almost] 2-mile-long
trains,” Darch said. “That’
really scary.”

Darch and other suburban
leaders fear their towns will
be perched on a railroad
superhighway if the Canadi-

Dud

Monster trains com
the tracks:

e i
o Re, 0
° {rﬁ;‘ AT

ing

Drivers stuck at crossings
cgufd see 2 miles of rail cars

an National Railway is suc-
cessful in its $300 million bid
to purchase the Elgin, Joliet
and Eastern Railway. They
worry that 20 to 40 of these su-
per-size ftrains will roll
through their communities
each day.

Inevitably, trains of such
sprawling length would lead
to delays for motorists hung

-up at crossings, officials say.

.~ Freight trains on the EJ&E
' how average about 2,600 feet,

about half a mile long. But a

PLEASE SEE TRAINS » PAGE 11
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Major player

Ilinois has 7,200 miles of
railroad track.

500 million

Amount in tons of freight
moved on lilinois’ system
each year, the most in the
nation. Chicago’s rail hub
is the largest in the U.S.

11,106

Number of public high-
way-rail crossings in lili-
nois, second most in the
nation.

SOURCE: iflinois Commerce
Commission
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CN presentation to analysts
in June talked about trains
that would run_up to 12,000
feet—well over.2 miles.long.

LonZer, Taster freights are
the industry’s watchwords,
experts say And CN says its
plan to bypass Chicago’s rail
gridlock will mean fewer
blocked crossings in the city
and many close-in communi-
ties.

By using the EJ&E tracks,
the CN says it can lower costs
and speed the flow of Asian
products from its port at
Prince Rupert, British Co-
lumbia, to its Memphis distri-
bution terminal and other
destinations across the coun-
try  Ultimately, manufac-
turers and consumers will
benefit, CN says.

Freight trains have grown
dramatically longer over the
years because of greater de-
mand echnological im-
provemeniThere is no fed-
eral resttiction on train
length. The limits, experts
say, are mainly logistical,
such as the capacity of rail
yards and sidings.

Normally, trains are assem-
bled car by car in a freight
vard, depending on the type
of goods and destination. But
an especially long train, one
that exceeds the capacity of a
rail yard, might require engi-
neers to assemble two trains
and hook them together, ex-
perts say.

For the last year, the BNSF
Railway Co. has been regu-
larly running trains topping
10,000 feet from Los Angeles
to the railroad’s huge inter-
modal yard at the former Joli-
et Arsenal near Elwood.

“More freight is shifting to
the railroads because trains
are the most fuel-efficient
means of transport,” said
BNSF spokesman  Sieve
Forsberg., “The longterm
trend is, for good reasons, to
migrate more toward using
rail, But. .. how is the nation
going to eliminate at-grade
crossing conflicts?”

The many vocal opponents
fo the EJ&E purchase have
raised that guestion repeat-
edly. While longer trainsarea
boon for shippers, they may
be a pain for motorists trying
to get to work, or for kids trv-
ing to get to school, or for
emergency responders trying
to get to a fire or accident
across a blocked rail cross-
ing,

The newly released report
by the Surface Transporta-
tion Board concluded that
motorists would face lengthy
delays at 15 rail crossingsina
dozen Chicago-area commu-
nities if the deal were ap-
proved.

The draft report also identi-

fied 10 communities along the
EJ&E’s 198-mile arc from
Waukegan to Joliet and
Northwest Indiana where
drastically increased freight

traffic could hinder emer- -

gency responses. The docu-
ment underscored the need
for overpasses and under-
passes at many crossings.
Frankfort has six grade-
level crossings along the
EJ&E where trains would in-
crease from six to 28 a day.
Mayor Jim Holland said he

fears more and longer CN.

trains will mean more
blocked crossings, noise and,
hazardous materi S
through town; {m ﬂ"?f E
“A super tra g5 super
problems,” Ho]land said.

In Plainfield, the CN’s plan
would Increase the number of
trains at 16 railway crossings
from 18 to 42 a day, officials
said. Instead of waiting for
trains to pass every two hour's
or so, motorists théeré would
have to stop about every 20
minutes, they predict.

Train length is only one fac-
tor in the crossing-delay
equation. Another is speed.

CN says its trains will move
through at-grade crossings at
about 40 m.p.h. At that speed,
a 6,000-foot train will activate
signals and clear a gated
crossing in just more than 2
minutes, the railroad said. A
10,000foot train would take
more than 3.5 minutes.

Holland said he. doubfs

Jdrains will | travel through
Frankfort as fast as the CN
- predicts..

The Illinois

Commerce :
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Guaranteed Best Price
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Iii_f_eg_ayer_ﬂstma;tes_anﬂe__-

hge train moving at 55 m.

E%ies neaily an iITstn;L
s awaifing approval

from the transportation
board to acquire the EJ&E.
The agency will take more
public comments in writing
and at a new round of hear-
ings Aug. 25 through Sept. 11.

A final decision is due in
early 2009.

The report recommends
several steps to reduce prob-
lems, including placing lim-
its on train lengths. Other op-
ﬁ involve scheduling,
osing some crossings and

R buﬂdmg MOre overpasses or

) Tribune phot;) by José M: bsorio
A Canadian Natlonal Railway engine motors through a crossing in Wheeling, a community that
would see fewer trains if CN buys the suburban EJ&E tracks that go around Chicago.

underpasses.

In making a case for the
sale, CN points out that Chi-
¥ cago and many suburbs will
see a sharp decline in freight
traffic. A long line of towns
from Vernon Hills to Schiller
Park will see trains decrease
from 19a day to 2.

Although critics say shift-
ing trains from one communi-
ty to another doesn’t solve
Chicago’s rail-congestion
problem, others say the CN
plan is a realistic answer.

Christopher Barkan, a rail
transportation expert at the
University of Ilinocis at Ur-
bana-Champaign, says using

' the EJ&E as a bypass “will

.
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Longer trains may snarl more traffic

Barrington, West Chicago and Frankfort are just three of the
communities that could be adversely affected by Canadian Na-
tional Railway’s plan for trains that might be 10,000 feet or more.

KEY

O Surface level
crossing

++ EJ&E tracks

~ QOther tracks

TRIBUNE GRAPHIC

crease in freight train traffic,
but there are millions of peo-
; ple in Chicago who will see a
tional transportation net- decrease in the same trains
work.” every day,” he said. “We live
. Barkan said public officials  ina world of trade-offs. Thisis
vho have lined up againstthe one time in which the posi-
proposal are being short- tives vastly outweigh the neg-
ighted. . atives.”

‘arrington will see an in- rwronski@tribune.com
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CN seeks early rail merger,,

aj enyironmen"ta! m;tigatio_n that it eral court to order the agency to controversy. Many suburbs along
Railroad V(,)WS nf)t to might determine is required with rule. The transportation boardhad the EJ&E would see a tripling or
reroute trains W'lthOllt OK respect to any transaction-related no comment on CN’s request, a quadrupling of freight trains, and

: activities before those activitiesoc- spokesman said Friday. oppose the plan. But Chicago and

By Richard Wronski cur,” the filing said. ‘ The railroad said, “The new ap- close-in suburbs support the deal

TRIBUNE REPORTER CN said it would continue to proach would assure adequate pro-' because there would be fewer
work with communities along the tection ofthe environment for com- trains.

_In a new effort. Lg%iggcﬂje_hand EJ&E to reach voluntary agree- unities along the EJ&E.” “The chief concerns raised by op-

of fe itors, the Canadian  ment on lessening the impactofad- A CN faces a Dec. 31 deadline to ponents of this transaction are the

“National Railway demanded early ditional freight trains. Many sub- ' close on the $300 million deal with  impacts of train traffic that will be
approval of its'plan fo buy the El- urbs, including Barringtonand Au-  U.S. Steel Corp., EJ&E’s owner. But  diverted from CN lines in Chicago
gin, Joliét & Eastern Railway, but rora, want federal regulators tore- the Transportation Board, which onto the EJ&E,” E. Hunter Harri-

?romi‘s_ge,_{i~ Sot to reroute” freight quire CN to include overpasses as must approve the purchase, has son, CN's president and chief exe-

frains unt \,.a\gey‘“ _environm &tal Mpart of its approval of the purchase. said it will not commit to makinga cutive officer, said in a statement.
Jmpact report I ~complete J }—t d Motorists would face long delays decision by then. “Our proposal would ensure that
In a filing annouticed Friday, CN  at 15 rail crossings in a dozen Chi- The final environmental impact the STB has sufficient time to re-

asks the U.S. Surface Transporta- cago-area communities if the deal ‘report might not be completed un- view those matters fully before it
tion Board tgruleby Oct. 15 on its  were approved, accordingtoadraft til Jan. 31, the board said, and its authorizes any diversion of traf-
proposed purchase of the EJ&E— environmental impact report. The decision would come “as soon as fic.”

inal environmen- - report also identified 10 suburbs possible” after that. Opponents of the CN acquisition

tal is is ekpected. ~ where increased freight traffic CN plans to use the EJ&E tracks,  criticized the latest filing.

" Inreturn,CNsaiditwouldnotre- could hinder emergency respons- which form a 198-mile arc from XU.S. Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IIL)
route its freight trains onto the es. Waukegan to Joliet to northwest "called it a “brazen attempt: to
EJ&E line until the board acts on CN asked the board to decide by Indiana, to divert freight traffic strong-arm an independent gov-
the environmental analysis. Sept. 15 whether it would actonthe around Chicago’s congested rail ernment agency.”

“This would fully preserve the ' purchase in October. If it doesn’t, corridor
board’s rights to impose any lawful CNsaid it was prepared toask afed- The proposal has stirred much rwronski@tribune.com
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pact report

Tribune photo by E. Jason Wambsgans
s draft environmental im

2

e

on the possible sale of the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway was on display.

The Surface Transportation Board’

’
it

)

)

let
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If fe@eral regulators approve the
$300 million purchase of the EJ&E

CN would use the local tracks to b

along the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern
Railway through Joliet—a move in-
tended to lessen the impact of addi-
tirnal freight trains at two busy rail

crossings.
pass Chicago’s congested rail corri-

dor. But freight traffic in towns
along the belt-line railway would
triple or quadruple. In Joliet, the
number of freight trains alon

EJ&E is expected to increase
PLEASE SEE RAILROAD » PAGE 4

a
—If EJ&E purchase is O

Rail company would make Provements and oth

» RAILROAD

CONTNUEN FROM PAGE 1

‘18 to more than 42 a day.
+ Under the agreement, CN will
spend $5 million to eliminate a
slowdown at its East Joliet rail
yard, which would lessen delays at
two crossings. .

The two crossings—at Woodruff
Road and Washington Street—are
among 15 in a dozen communities
where motorists would face long
delays if CN’s purchase of the
EZ%E is approved, according to a
draftenvironmental impact report
prepared for the federal Surface
Transportation Board.

Unlike some communities, Joli-
et has decided not to demand that
CN address the problem of blocked
crossings by building costly over-
passes. The report said Joliet was
one of 10 suburbs where increased
freight traffic could hinder emer-
g£ency responses.

CN said Monday it will set up a
system in Joliet to alert police and
fire departments when trains are
approaching crossings so respond-

proposed sale.

Mike Stevens, a Frankfort vil-:
lage trustee, said the prospect of 28
freight trains per day—up from 6— .
would divide his suburb. ‘

“It’s going to have a devastating
effect on our community because
of the noise, vibration, pollution
and the division for our town,” Ste-
vens said.

Park Forest resident Nancy
Labb, 72, called the plan to reroute
trains “a disaster.”

But a newly formed coalition of
suburbs in support of the plan be-
lieves adding rail capacity on the
EJ&E will be crucial to Chicago’s
competitive edge, said Leonard
Cannata, planning coordinator for
the West Central Municipal Con-
ference.

The coalition, Solutions To Area
Rail Traffic, or START, represents
20 communities from Park Ridge
to Crete.

Rejecting the EJ&E bypass
“would be like Chicago losing
O’Hare Airport,” Cannata said.
“We're asking our neéighbors to
share that responsibility.”

Barrington-area opponents said

Q0 5o Eogos g ers can take alternate routes to Monday theyexpecttohaveatleast
Q g ‘E o g g-%" = emergencies. 3,000 residents turn out at a hear-
~ 1 58 _§ 3w Y CN said its plan would reduce ing Wednesday at Barrington High
= S Ze9gskSg & freight-train-related disruptions School, 616 W. Main St.
§> ¢ S5 eEw© 8o B for Chicago and nearby suburbs, The other meetings this week’
o UL S §o 8 = but a number of communities are are Tuesday in the Crowne Plaza
_52 K~ »® 8 . °© o § g g fighting the move. The Surface Chicago North Shore, 510 _E. -
o 2 T3 g S88 E e Transportation Board must ap- nois Highway 83, Mundelein; and
£ g s g EETLton B prove the merger. Thursday in Bartlett High School,
= 8¢ R3Ec8E8yH 8 On Monday, a standingroom 701 Schick Rd., Bartlett.
S PO Eggo g crowd of more than 150 people _ : o )
% s 2E S gc Y é showed up at a Holiday Inn in Mat- Richard Wronski isa Trl.bune re-
‘= 8 g S wf9 g0 3 < teson for the first of eight public porter, and Gary Gibula is a free-
S Eg3 4g FEES: g ﬁ % meetings on the board’s draftenvi-  lance reporter.
® F5T SS=SEEE ronmental impact report on the

rwronski@tribune.com
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Proposed rail deal

riles hundreds of )

Leiaies

W

suburban residents

Protest moves en masse

Ci to Barrington High School

o, AR

By Robert Channick ~
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE g,?_%’o 9
Area residents turned out by the
hundreds Wednesday in Barrington
to voice opposition to the proposed
purchase of a suburban railroad
line. )
More than 500 people—many car-
rying protest signs—marched to
Barrington High School, where a
public meeting on Canadian Na-
tional Railway Co.’s proposed pur-

* chase of the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern

Railway was held later in the day.
The marchers—many chanting,

“Stop the trains”—tied up traffic.
“If we create enough of a traffic

. jam it will give people just a little
¢ taste of what’s ahead if CN gets ap-
_proval,” said Linda Reinhard, who

R

organized the march.
The march gathered participants

" as it proceeded for more than a mile

along Lake Cook Road to the high

.- school.

The public meeting was one in a

. series being held throughout the

Chicago area to discuss the U.S. Sur-

. ~face Transportation Board’s draft
- environmental impact report on the

roposed sale.

More than 1,000 people crowded
to the school’s gymnasium, where
a visibly upset Rep. Donald Manzul-
lo (R-IIL) told representatives of the

: ected rail crossings that could be

“It gives new meaning to the word _
grailroad,” ” he said.

Another critic, Rep. Melissa Bean
(D-111.), said as many as 40 suburban
communities would be impacted. It
would be unfair, she said, for U.S.
taxpayers to pay for rail improve-
ments that would benefit sharehold-
ers of the Montreal-based company.
Jeff Mangano of Lake Zurich, one

— EJ&E RAILWAY
IR : ___\)
Wauk | Lake
| aukegan Michigan

| LAKE

~ Barrington,

Aurorg
X

- f

ESRI, TeleAtlas

|
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of about 80 people who signed up to
speak, said he worried about falling
property values if the purchase
were approved.
_“Overnight, home values of
00,000 homeowners along the EJ&E
will plummet,” he said.

Residents in communities such as
Barrington worry about the impact
of a sharp increase in freight traffic
along the railway. The report said
freight traffic in some towns could
triple or quadruple.

The federal report also said mo-
torists would face long delays at 15
rail crossings in a dozen Chicago-
area communities; it likewise iden-
tified 10 suburbs where increased
freight traffic could delay emer-
gency responses.

Karen Lambert, president of Ad-
vocate Good Shepherd Hospital in
said the additional
train traffic will cause ambulance
delays.

“The proposed action will cost
lives,” she said. “Emergencies de-
mand urgency, not delayed treat-

-nent for critical patients.”

But 20 other communities from

K\\

A
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Tribune photo by Nuccio DiNuzzo

' Patty Ancona of Barrington reacts to comments by Rep. Donald Manzullo (R-11.) during a public meeting on the
‘proposed purchase of the Eigin, Joliet & Eastern Railway by Canadian National Railway Co.

=Park Ridge to Crete support the pur-
*chase, arguing it will reduce freight
traffic in their towns and give a
boost to the Chicage-area economy:.
They recently formed a coalition,
Solutions To Area Rail Traffic, in
Support of the plan.
The organization complained
. Wednesday that none of the hear-
wa re scheduled in communi-

ties that supported the purchase.

“The residents of the region who
are positively affected by this trans-
action have not been given the same
convenient opportunity to have
their voices heard,” the group said
in a prepared statement.

Federal regulators would have to
approve CN’s $300 million purchase
of the EJ&E.

CN has said it hopes to use the lo-
cal line so its freight trains could by-
pass Chicago’s congested railroad
corridor.

Eight public hearings will be held
on the draft environmental report.
Another will be held Thursday in
Bartlett High School, 701 Schick Rd.

CN has a Dec. 31 deadline to con-
clude the EJ&E nurchase.

G



Awmer associations,” he said.

pers.

areas build up, you're
more impervious

7 and you need to find

way to not contribute to

stream flooding,” she

n Wessling, a Homer
‘resident who spoke for
eadowview West subdi-
iop at the meeting, said he
tries about the costs asso-
pd with maintaining de-
ion ponds that don’t work
orly
ssling said one deten-
nd in his subdivision,
homeowners were re-
y. given control over
the developer, measured
deep at one point and
; n filled with cattails
:pther vegetation for the

» ask Homer Glen to
evelopers responsib_le

; eptable condition prior
ming it off to the home-

Sheila Burt
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truction sites in 34 stateg
d the District of Colum-
a, according to the Envi-
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and Justice Department¥
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ries.”

More than 90 campers and
25 staff members were at the
1,800-acre facility when the
tornado struck. The campers
were between 13 and 18 years
old and were attending a lead-
ership training camp.

David Hunt, chairman of
the Mid-America Boy Scout
Council’s Goldenrod District,
which covers several eastern
Nebraska counties, said he
didn’t know specifically
where the boys were from but
thought they would have
come from eastern Nebraska
and western Iowa.

The deadly twister came
just weeks after a powerful
storm inlate May killed seven
people and destroyed much of
the small town of Parkers-
burg. Meanwhile cities and
towns in eastern Iowa and ar-
eas around Des Moines are
still battling their own
weather demons, with flood-
ing rivers chasing residents
from their homes.

Cedar Falls, Waterloo and
Cedar Rapids all felt the rum-
bling force of the Cedar River
on Wednesday with down-
towns evacuated. In Cedar
Rapids late Wednesday the
river rose toward a historic
crest while unleashing flood-
waters into businesses and
homes.

With thunderstorms loom-
ing, thousands of residents
quickly evacuated the down-
town area as state officials
warned the levee barely hold-
ing back the river could burst
overnight and inundate city
streets with water for miles
around.

Churning currents licked
at the city’s bridges, closed to
traffic by nightfall and in dan-
ger of footings being crippled.

The worst flooding in the
Midwest in some 15 years has
exposed the vulnerability of
aging and weak dams, levees
and bridges that seem barely
able — or in many cases un-
able — to hold back floodwa-
ters.

Spectacular breakdowns
were seen this week in Indi-
ana, Illinois, fowa and Wis-
consin, leaving questions as
to whether the region is pre-
pared. to handle such a disas-
ter.

Along the Cedar River in
Washburn, Iowa, Joann Va-
nee’s farm was an island
Wednesday after mom-and-
pop dikes failed to contain
floodwaters.

Built by local residents to
keep the river at bay at a 19-
foot height, the walls were
overrun by some 5 feet and
turned acre after acre of
choice agriculture land intoa
sea of misery.

‘Nothing you can do’

“There’s nothing you can
do when you get that much
water,” said Vanee, whose
farm was accessible only by a
rescue boat that brought outa
generator so she could pump
her basement. “It's just too
much.”

In southeastern Mlinois,
residents in Lawrenceville
saw homes submerged after a
levee breached on the Embar-
ras River on Tuesday. The wa-
ter turned farmland into
lakes.

Officials in Wisconsin,
where heavy rains loom, were
warily monitoring dams that
were at capacity and spilling
over. The state was still trying
to figure out how a wall of

Tribune photo by E. Jason Wambsgans

Water surges up Wednesday from the sewer system in downtown Waterloo, lowa. Experts say Midwest flooding undermines the region’s aging infrastructure.

Rivers on the rise

Several areas, including Cedar Rapids, lowa, are threatened by rivers swollen to record levels.

and flooding is undermining
the integrity of aging levees,
bridges and dams that were
not designed to withstand the

% AREAS REPORTING MAJOR FLOODING

IOWA

water flow and pressure that
contributed to destruction
like that seen at Lake Delton.

Barry Drazkowski, direc-
tor of GeoSpatial Services at
St. Mary’s University in Wi-
nona, Minn., said the idea of
“normal” heavy rainfall is
changing.

“If we look over the past 100
years, it is not normal to get
s0 many large amounts of
rain like those we’ve seen in
such a short period of time,”
he said.

“This is going to start to af-
fect a lot of our river cities
that are protected by levees
[that] don't assume 15 inches
of rain at a time,” Drazkowski

ILLINOIS
Chicago «

—r
50 MILES

Flooded rivers
= Recorded

£V CEDAR RIVER
At Cedar Rapids

Forecast Major flooding stage

EY pes MOINES RIVER

Record stage

said. “As these events become
more frequent, all of a sudden
that 100-year protection
might become 50 years and
communities won'’t be as pro-
tected as they originally
were.”

Officials in several Iowa
communities closed bridges
earlier this week as high wa-

2 - - ter crept closer to road levels.
/ - That takes a structural toll on

’ bridges, many of which were
built decades ago.

“We're dealing with a lot of

""" bridges built in the last 80 to

100 years and they weren’t de-

Y BARABOO RIVER

T T
JUNE 3 » b3 u 16 18 3 10 12 u 16 B

SOURCES: National Weather Service, City of Cedar Rapids. ESRI, TeleAtias

TRIBUNE GRAPHIC / Sue-Lyn Erbeck. Phil Geib, Gentry Sleets, Adam Zoll

lapsed wall and roadway
above it were structurally de-
ficient. Nor did officials act
quickly enough to release wa-
ter through the lake’s main
dam, he said.

“We thought everything
was done to make sure the
lake was safe and now we find
out that it was a time bomb,”
he said. “I built on high
ground thinking this could
never happen and now I have
no ground.”

The severity and frequency
of flooding in the Midwest

earth crumbled, leading Lake
Delton to empty out and be-
come nearly bone-dry.

While state officials place
much blame on last week-
end’s torrential rains that
dumped in excess of 12 inches
of water, some residents say
the lake was vulnerable be-
cause of weakened walls and
dams.

Don Kubenik, whose $1.3
million vacation home was
cut in half by raging lake wa-
ters, says officials should
have known that the col-

signed for today’s standards,”
said Larry Larson, executive
director of the flood plain man-
agers group in Madison, Wis.

At a flood policy forum last
fall in Washington, D.C., offi-
cials warned that the combi-
nation of climate change, dra-
matic population increases
and the destruction of natu-
ral ecological protections,
such as wetlands, will add to
the already existing strain on
aging infrastructure.

“We as a nation have ig-
nored our infrastructure for
the past 50 years. We haven’t
gone back to maintain the old
roads and bridges and we just
keep building new ones,” Lar-
son said. “We’ve given up the

have alarmed flood plain
managers and others who
monitor the effects of raging
water on the public infra-
structure.

A December report fro
the Association of State
Floodplain Managers
warned that “millions of citi-
zens and hundreds of commu-
nities neither recognize theit
flood risk nor accept respon-
sibility for reducing that
risk.”

Experts say the increasing
frequency of severe storms

public safety of existing
structures in the name of eco-
nomic development.”

Even before the recent
flooding, federal officials
were wary of aging levees.

Amid blistering public con-
demnation following the fail-
ure of levees during Hurri-
cane Katrina, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers moved to
evaluate some 2,000 levees
under its purview.

On the Illinois side of the
Mississippi River near St.
Louis, officials were stunned
to learn last summer that its
levee was suffering from
underground seepage and
rusting mechanics.

Environmental danger

More than 175,000 residents
and businesses with some
50,000 jobs are in danger if the
levees fail. Officials also fear
environmental disaster be-
cause a major refinery and oil
transmission pipelines are
just yards from the levees.

Acting quickly, local offi-
cials decided to levy a guar-
ter-cent sales tax to pay for a
share of the $180 million
needed for upgrades. Work is
set to begin this summer.

But with raging waters
from the Upper Midwest set to
dump into the Mississippi in
the coming days, the river
could rise past levels seen
during the last major flood in
1993.

“The question is why didn’t
they keep those levees up to
par?” Wood River resident
Helen Crause asked last
week. “If that levee goes, we'd
all be underwater and con-
taminated by the mix of water
and oil. That's a terrifying
thought.”

E.A. Torriero reported from
Iowa and Tim Jones from Chi-
cago; Tribune reporter Steve
Schmadeke contributed in
Chicago and Tribune news
services also contributed.

etorriero@tribune.com
tmjones@tribune.com
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