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September 15, 2008

From: 

Dino Kapadia, 814 Gleneagles Ct,, Frankfort, IL 60423
Re:

STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Subject:
Final comments superseding dictated comments on September 11, 2008 and oral comments made at Holiday Inn, Joliet on September 11, 2008.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
These are my comments as retired senior outlining consequences that I have not seen addressed as yet - that after the Purchase, thousands of commuters, suddenly finding themselves on the “wrong side of the tracks”, could go “postal” towards Canadian National.
Thousands may go postal, due to this TOTALLY FUNDAMENTAL SHIFT that I am requesting the Surface Transportation Board and Canadian National to acknowledge: 
Over the last century, towns close to Chicago grew right along with the growing rail traffic. So it is reasonable to assume that where their commuters have currently bought their homes, and their schools, and their critical departments such as police stations and fire departments all were established at locations with the existing rail tracks taken into PRIOR, repeat PRIOR consideration.

Note that the case is ABSOLUTELY AND COMPLETELY OPPOSITE with the far western and southwestern suburbs. Over the same century, as they grew in the cornfields with negligible rail traffic, their subdivisions and schools and police and fire departments were built at locations that PRIOR anticipated only POPULATION INCREASES of a 100%+, BUT NEVER EVER anticipated that disrupting rail traffic would ever increase by 400% or more, for which they are woefully unprepared.
And here will be the unanticipated result. Since the Surface Transportation Board is structured to only evaluate changes in the SURFACE environment, it cannot account for the changes that will occur in the MENTAL ENVIRONMENT of thousands of affected commuters who may go berserk. Why? Because after the Purchase,  repeatedly and unpredictably, and due to absolutely no fault of their own,  thousands of wage earning commuters will  suddenly find themselves living on the wrong side of the E.J.& E. tracks. Result: like me, they will be frequently late getting to their work. So like me, quickly they will be written up and warned three times by their exasperated employers, and eventually fired due to tardiness. 

About the unanticipated tardiness fallout: suppose that about a hundred thousand commuters in the E.J.& E. communities drive daily to work. Now suppose that only 10% face loss of jobs as I actually do, that is still over a 10,000 drivers, all the way from Mundelein to Aurora to Northwest Indiana.  Add to those car commuters, thousands of unfortunate rail commuters whose trains either share, or cross the E.J. & E. or Canadian National tracks, where signalmen have long-standing instructions to ALWAYS give priority to freight trains. because ..they pay the freight. Now further suppose that only a fraction of those 10,000, feeling confused and helpless, are predisposed to going berserk, that could still be over a 1000 people. What will these thousand people do? Hopefully just honk their horns, and not mimic Mayor Daly who sneakily during the middle of the night on March 30 of 2003, when frustrated with another federal agency, the FAA, said to heck with it and took some very questionable and illegal actions in tearing up a landing strip to prevent more and more planes from flying into downtown Chicago.  
Now I am definitely one of those thousands who will be fired, because irate parents who have already dropped their kids off at the Frankfort tutoring center where I work, will be forced to come back, again and again (or only three times..), to take their kids back home - because the scheduled math teacher called on his cell phone: he is stuck again at Harlem Avenue, now he is stuck at Pfeiffer Road, and now at Sauk Trail. Unlike before the Purchase, he now keeps getting stuck due to slow moving, or even worse, maddeningly STOPPED, monstrously long, multiple-mile freight trains. A sampling of other commuters who will face sudden job loss: nursing, teaching, and “open the store” type retail workers.  Note that after decades of ingrained driving habits, they may be fired before they can even adjust, that is if their family circumstances (drop off kids, etc.) can even permit them to adjust. 
When I am let go because suddenly I find myself on the wrong side of the tracks, it will not matter since I am a retired senior with a good nest egg and I work merely to get out of the house.  No, Surface Transportation Board and Canadian National, I shiver about those thousands of other desperate wage earners of whom some may go crazily violent, and may do I do not even want to know what, a la Mayor Daly, to preserve their long-standing jobs that feed their families and keep a roof over their heads.

So please do what you can to preserve the status quo. Think of the Midnight Madness Manipulations of Mayor Daly and do not cause thousands to go postal on Canadian National.  
After all, if only a few hundred “railroad raged” repeatedly take matters into their own hands at various spots along the 100+ miles to render the offending tracks inoperable, all of the hearings and reports and indeed the $300 Million Purchase itself - will be quite meaningless.
