Please Stop The CN Purchase of the EJ&E

We bought our home in 1995, as I was retiring from a career in the United States Navy and headed to a new career as a high school math teacher. My wife, Judy and I wanted a nice home in an excellent neighborhood with great schools and a strong sense of community. Our two sons, Patrick and Thomas were just 9 and 5 years old, so it was important for us to get them into a wonderful environment. We found that place in Lake Zurich, Illinois. 

The only drawback to the location of our new home was the railroad track that ran behind the house. We had narrowed the choice of homes down to two. The other house had a backyard that was next to a very busy highway. Judy and I sat on the back steps of each house. From the house we did not buy we were amazed at the high volume of traffic, the accompanying noise, the pollution and the worry that our kids would be playing so close to speeding cars. When we sat outside of the Lake Zurich house, it was quiet – you could hear the birds sing and smell the scent of the sweet outdoors. Our new neighbors told us that the trains were short and there would only be two or three a day. We decided that we could live with that.

We were limited in the homes we could choose from for a number of reasons. First, we had lived in government housing for all those years in the Navy. We had not built up the homeowner equity that our civilian counterparts were able to accumulate. As a service member, moving every two years or less, made it very difficult to crack the home owners market. Second, I was going from one profession to another that didn’t pay overtime, bonuses or was known as a road to riches – our funds were limited. Our third concern was providing a solid environment for our children, so we had to be able to find a community that would foster their development. 
As the years went by, we enjoyed our time in our new home and watched as our boys grew. We spent a lot of time in the backyard, throwing balls, playing or just sitting and enjoying the outside. The railroad was just as promised, no more than a few trains a day and usually only one when we were home. For the vast majority of the time the house was free of train noise and the accompanying vibration that swayed the house as the coal laden cars lumbered down the tracks. 

We heard a variety of stories over the years about the train tracks behind the house. The best was that the EJ&E line was to become a “Rails To Trails” project and be turned into a bike path. As an avid cyclist, I was excited about the prospect of having a bike path in the backyard, but that turned out to be an unfounded rumor.

Over the years there were rumors of METRA trains traveling down the tracks for a planned STAR line that would use the existing EJ&E tracks to link other passenger rail lines up. That initiative has been pretty quiet since the big bidder CN stepped up to the plate.

The thought of a train at least every hour – where each train would be five times longer than the longest EJ&E train – is a personal nightmare. So much for the nice quiet outdoors, with the occasional short train and the potential for a backyard bike path - If CN is allowed to bully its way into my backyard it will destroy the quality of my family’s home and our lives will be severely and most negatively affected. 
Besides the personal impact that this would have on me, the entire community would suffer. Long trains blocking a number of intersections at a time would severely impede the passage of emergency vehicles and result in the unnecessary loss of life. The traffic backups would snarl already busy roads and make the area impassable most of the time. Businesses would also suffer from lost revenue.

There is already talk of CN wanting to lay down a second line. I did not buy my home in 1995 so I could live next to a major rail line with constant traffic. If CN needs the extra rail, then why don’t they buy unpopulated land in the area to lay out their new tracks. I don’t want them to increase traffic by my home so they can pollute the surrounding area with their noise and noxious diesel fumes. Not to mention the increased danger to everyone in the area, when train loads of hazardous material and waste rumble down the rails.

The issue quickly becomes who takes precedence – the people or big business?! Why should a large foreign company waltz into town to sweep up a sweetheart deal? Why should they invest almost nothing into the local infrastructure to minimize the tremendous impact they will have on the communities this will affect? Who’s going to pay for the required upgrades – overpasses, underpasses, crossing upgrades, noise barriers for homes near the tracks, funds to pay for damages caused by the increased rail traffic? Right now those costs are to be borne by the very communities most severely affected by this takeover. I do not understand how we have allowed businesses to trample over the needs of the common man. Big oil is in the news now – people can’t afford to buy gas and have to cut back on the things that make life more enjoyable – why? So the oil companies can enjoy the record profits? What have you as legislators done to protect the common man? What can you do now? We are currently seeing the economy in turmoil for many of the same reasons. 
We are faced with the very same issues here with the railroad. Why should we pay for their profits? As a small businessman, I know that I can’t overspend my revenue because no one else will pay my bills. It seems like big business can ignore that concept. If lawmakers allow them to pass the cost of doing business onto the common man in the form of higher taxes they will continue to abuse the system that is supposed to protect the people. I urge you to stand up and be counted. Please help us!
I know we need to address the problem of increasing rail traffic. There are other alternatives that we should be exploring. This is just another bandaid, a quick fix, when a long term solution is really want needed. Please help our communities and families!
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