October 19, 2016,
To Surface Transportation Board,
I am writing about Finance Docket No. 35952 Great Lakes Basin Transportation, Inc. I recently found out that the latest proposed route of the GLB Railroad would past within 2000 feet of my residence. In addition I own 70 acres within one mile of the proposed route. This land is waterfront on the Pecatonica River. This is environmentally sensitive land that I have begun to restore to wetlands (from actively worked agricultural land). I do not believe that this project is for the public good because of the following reasons;
1) [bookmark: _GoBack]Safety: The railroad is proposing crossing or closing all routes in the area. This will cause longer response time for emergency providers (police, fire and ambulance).  Because of delays caused to these services it will cause injuries to both people and property waiting for the increased response times. Also, school bus stops and routes would be greatly affected and I worry about potential accidents harming children.
2) Environmental impact: Being so close to wetlands on the Pecatonica River and some of the only cold watershed in Illinois, the proposed route would have a negative on wild life in the area. Thousands of birds migrate everyday through the area and raptors including Bald Eagle have made their home here. Rhule Creek is one of the only cold water springs in Northern Illinois and it may hold endangered species. The proposed route would go right through the creek. I am not willing to risk the harm to the wildlife here.
3) Need:  Great Lakes Transportation is a For-Profit company not a railroad. CREATE has been working on improvements to the Chicago area railroads and GLB is not part of the area plan. Major railroads like Union Pacific have already said they are not interested in the project so where is the need.
4) Financial: Because I do not own land that would be used for the project, I would not receive any reimbursement from GLB. My property value would decrease do to the above reasons and the noise from the trains. Also, my insurance rates would increase because of the above mentioned delays caused by the railroad.
The only viable alternative for the proposed GLB rail is the “No Action/No Build” alternative.
Sincerely,

Mark Grocholl

