


same railway in the upper part of the county did in fact be returned to the owners 
already.  
 
4.  Herbicides have been used extensively to control green growth along the 
track and could be considered toxic to humans depending on the type. 
 
5.  Lubricants like oil, gasoline, and grease have spilled at the depot and 
other spots.  Waste metals and barrels have been dumped along the track and 
could contain contaminates.  There have been rumors of other chemical spills 
along the tracks at other places.  This is the reason a thorough study should have 
been made.  Creosote has probably leaked off the cross ties onto the ground 
underneath the tracks. 
 
6.  Noise levels by trail users for a senior neighborhood would destroy the 
tranquility and welfare of the owners. 
 
7.  A water line has been installed right next to the track without the knowledge 
of the owners.  We feel it could risk contamination.  See photo 
 
8.  The application to be exempt from abandonment application supplied 
by PICK is misleading about population.  Around Pickens and Easley the 
railway corridor is highly populated especially in Pickens instead of being 
"sparsely populated and rural" as stated in the exemption report. 
 
Recommendations: 
 
1. Whether or not the railway is awarded abandonment or not, there should not 
be permission to use this property as a trail of any kind. 
 
2.  Soil samples need to be taken at close intervals along the track and near the 
depot.  There are several places along the track where debris of barrels, engines, 
and metal are located and would be dangerous to humans. 
 
3.  The home owners don't want this property changed into a trail where people 
travel all hours of the day and night and the plans for it should be abandoned. 
 
 
Signed,  
 
 
Junius Smith 
Practitioner for the Homeowners 
I certify that the information in this report is truthful. 
 



Five Inclusions: All photographs taken by Jim McDonald Practitioner for Property 
Owners  
 
1: Scrap metal and debris along track 
2: Barrels along track 
3: Suspected water line next to track 
4: Railroad crossing a driveway 
5. Height of Right-of-way and public crossing 
 
Copies: 
City Of Easley 
Easley City Hall 
PO Box 466 
Easley, SC 29641-0466 
 
 
City Of Pickens  
Pickens City Hall 
PO Box 217 
Pickens, SC 29671 
 
 
Pickens Railway 
415 East Cedar Rock Street 
Pickens, SC 29671 
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