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STATE OF CONNECTICUT e
'DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ;@g
2600 BERLIN TURNPIKE, P.0. BOX 317546 k ,,j
- NEWINGTON, CONNECTICUT 06131-7546
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' December 23, 2008

Surface Transportation Board
Case Control Unit

395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423

Attention: Mr. Kenneth Blodgett '

Re: Environmental Assessment Commenls

STB Finance Docket No. 35147 - '

Norfolk Southern Railway Company, Pan Am Rallways, inc.

et al - Joint Control and Operating/Pooling Agreements - Pan Am
Southern, LLC in NY, NH, VT, MA, and CT.

The Connecticut Departmem of Transportation (Department) has rewewed
the Environmental Assessment prepared in response to the petition filed by -
Norfolk Southem Railway Company, Pan Am Railways, Inc., Boston and Maine -
Corporation, and Springfield Terminal Railway Company. The petition seeks
approval, under 49 U.S.C. 11322 and 11323, of the acquisition by Norfolk
Southem and Boston and Maine of joint control and ownership of Pan Am

- Southern, LLC, a new rail carrier to be formed; and the agreements by which
Springfield Terminal would operate the lines of Pan Am Southem, LLC and
‘establish rail rates.

.The primary objective of the proposed Transaction is to upgrade the
e)astmg rail infrastructure on the main line between Mechanicville, NY and Ayer,
MA in order to provide more efficient movermnent of freight throughout the New
England region. Unfortunately, the proposed Transaction anticipates virtually no

. change in the limited freight rail operations currently conducted by Springfield
Terminal Rajiway Company (a unit of Pan Am Railways, Inc.) in Connecticut.

An Equal Oppornunisy Emplayer -
Frimted bn Recynied or Aeccvered Paper
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Mr. Kenneth Blodgett -2 December 23, 2008

The Department believes that there are significant rail freight opportunities
in the region served by Pan Am Railways, Inc. and its connecling carriers, as
previously stated in the August 20, 2008 Certificate of Service, which referenced
the Department’s August 1 1 2008 comment letter to the Surface Transportation -

" Board.

Pan Am Railways, Inc. stands to benefit by establishing Interchange
Agreements with connecting railroads in our state, specifically the Connecticut
. Southern Railroad, the Central New England Rallroad, the Naugatuck Railroad,
the Housatonic Railroad, and the Providence & Worcester Railroad.

The Department supports efforts by Pan Am Railways, Inc. to establish a
dialogue with these connecting carriers to take advantage of existing
opportunities to move commodities such as lumber, aggregates, and oonstruchon
and demolmon debris (C&D) by rail.

The Depariment supports the creation of Pan Am Southem, LLC for the
efficiencies that it will bring to the movement of rail freight in the New England
and New York region. Pan Am Southern, LLC can contribute to the preservation
and expansion of industry in our state, as well as the creation of jobs, the
reduction of non-essential truck traffic, and the conservation of fuel.

J

Very tmly yours,
e~ ¢ A,
Eugene J. Colofiese

Raijl Administrator
Bureau of Public Transporhtlon

Enclosure



