
FD-30186-000325.html[11/17/2015 8:54:39 PM]

Submission Number: FD-30186-000325 

Received: 9/23/2015 7:08:35 PM
Commenter: Colin Lauderdale
Organization: Northern Plains Resource Council
State: Montana

Agency: Surface Transportation Board
Initiative: Tongue River Railroad

Submission Text
Please accept the attached comments from members of Power Past Coal. These comments are 306 individual actions
 taken from 306 individuals, and should be considered as such. Thank you.



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Mary Belknap
PO Box 2285
Vashon, WA 98070



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Carolyn Treadway
1951 Circle Lane SE
Lacey, WA 98503



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Kate Petersen
1419 Digby Pl
Unit 210
Mount Vernon, WA 98274



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Kate Petersen
1419 Digby Pl
Unit 210
Mount Vernon, WA 98274



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Donald Read
3312 S. Holly Pl
seattle, WA 98118
 
(206) 354-3420



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Randall Webb
2328 NW Glisan St. Apt 10
Portland, OR 97210



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Lori Rice
1335 Quincy St.
Port Townsend, WA 98368
 
na



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Peter Smith
14021 232ND AVE SE
14021 232 ave SE
ISSAQUAH, WA 98027
 
4253916088



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Hugh Cochran
355
Santa Clara Ave
Eugene, OR 97404
 
(541) 285-6646



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Tracy Ouellette
14078 MacTaggart Ave
Bow, WA 98232
 
360-766-4490



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jack Beattie
7016 9th Ct NE
Keizer, OR 97303



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Susanna Askins
14640 NE Russell Ct
Portland, OR 97230



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Annie McCuen
1825 Fairmount Ave S
Salem, OR 97302



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
To open a NEW coal mine in these times when the seas, winds, rain, tornadoes and
cyclones are devastating every continent on Earth due to climate change which is due to
too much CO2 being emitted is surely a sign of insanity and greed.  This must not be
allowed. I am suspicious of the Draft EIS for "assuming that there is a domestic coal
market for high-sodium Otter Creek coal, and wrongly assuming zero train traffic impacts
from construction of a rail line that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day".
 
I live on the Columbia River in The Gorge in Washington state and there is impact right
now with the insanity of exporting coal and sludge oil. While my electric utility company
has just raised basic rate from $27.50 to $40, a 50% raise. Why don't I have solar panels
on my roof? Why are these coal people agitating for more death dealing CO2? Why has
some timid Federal agency in Montana given the coalies a bogus Draft EIS? Why are you
letting this happen? Will you get a forward looking outlook and develop clean energy?
 
I say: NO MORE COAL TRAINS ON WASHINGTON STATE RAILROADS. Stop the
importation of coal to Asia, a huge polluting, out of control country like America. I do not
like coal trains and I object to the Surface Transportation Board giving out a dishonest,
damaging draft EIS in Montana. Kick coal demons out of Montana, they care not what they
do or who they kill with coal pollution. Give this draft EIS the no action alternative.
 
Thank you,
 



Judith Nappe
PO Box 531
PO Box 531
North Bonneville, WA 98639
 
509-427-7981



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Julia Brayshaw
424 38th Ave. NE
Olympia, WA 98506
 
3609569285



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Luanne Pasik
588 Misty Isle Drive
Friday Harbor, WA 98250



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Fred Mallery
1930 Graham Dr.
Eugene, OR 97405



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
beverly  dresen
5946 Central Ave
anacortes, WA 98221



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
Coal needs to stay in the ground, period. It is last century's dirty energy and needs to be
phased out as it continues to exacerbate global warming. Even China is starting to close
some of their coal powered plants, so why this big push to continue the dying coal
industry? Alternative energy is the future whether the dirty energy industry wants to accept
that fact or not.
 
Therefore, I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take
the “no action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Gayle Janzen
11232 Dayton Ave N
Seattle, WA 98133
 
206 362-9278



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
David Randall
805 W. 29th
Spokane, WA 99203
 
509 459-1168



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Irene Derosier
11260 Bayview Edison Rd
Mt Vernon, WA 98273



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Allen Ward
4114 W Everett
99205
Spokane, WA 99205



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Sue Sumpter
2430 Bellevue Terrac
West Linn, OR 97068



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I strongly oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the
“no action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Shawn Looney
12937 NW Newberry Rd.
Portland, OR 97231
 
5037359268



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Andrea Faste
7713 11th Ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117
 
206 783 6963



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Linda Curry
253 Crescent Dr.
Kelso, WA 98626
 
360-577-1515



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Sonia Baker
725 9th Ave.
#2204
Seattle, WA 98104



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Sharon Dietrich
621 23rd Avenue
Longview, WA 98632



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Doris S. June
17395 S. Hallbacka Ln.
Mulino, OR 97042



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
nancy corr
23025 17th ave so
des moines, WA 98198
 
2068243555



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Robert Brown
1443 Edwards Avenue
#301
Fircrest, WA 98466
 
253-302-4480



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Barbara Menne
1415 N Anderson St
Tacoma, WA 98406



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
nancy corr
23025 17th ave so
des moines, WA 98198
 
2068243555



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
EMILY MEYER
8608 NW Old Orchard Drive
Vancouver, WA 98665



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Sharon Sullivan
2022 N Willamette Blvd
Portland, OR 97217



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Linda Glasier
726 Frederick St SE
Olympia, WA 98501



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Leonard Wainstein
5947 18th Ave SW
Seattle*, WA 98106
 
(206) 784-5367



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Maria white
18880 SW HART RD
Beaverton, OR 97007



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Susi Hulbert
530 Hillcrest
Longview, WA 98632
 
360 423-1313



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Bernard Walter
1107 1st Avenue
#1703
Seattle, WA 98101
 
206-295-4724



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
No coal:
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jeff Widmer
538 Lakeside Ave S #407
Seattle, WA 98144
 
206-683-6975



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
We oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Alec and Sandy McDougall
16387 Calhoun Road
Mount Vernon, WA 98273
 
3604246510



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
teresa floyd
35440 se hwy 211  #33
Boring, OR 97009
 
971-295-9420



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
Please do not construct the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling domestically.
 
The Otter Creek mine is clearly connected to the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek coal, if mined, will contribute to climate change over the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, with zero accidents from construction of a rail line that could transport 18-26
additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities will suffer from increased coal train traffic, including slashed property
values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution.
 
The TRR and coal export benefit only private coal companies and Asian energy users.
 
Please say no to the Tongue River Railroad.
 
 
 
 
Jane Beattie
PO Box 5591
Ketchum, ID 83340
 
208 721 2256



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Hilda Kicinski
2565 Dexter Avenue N #204
Seattle, WA 98109



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Marty Adams
133 140th ave se
Lake Stevens, WA 98258
 
425-334-3293



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jim Jordan
3250 Wild Rose Loop
West Linn, OR 97068



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
 Elizabeth  Cunningham
1746 NW 57 St. #402
Seattle , WA 98107
 
000-000-0000



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I strongly oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the
“no action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Dorothy Jordan
1407 Abbott Rd
Lynden, WA 98264
 
360-354-3736



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
William Hittler
2615 NE 359th Ave
Washougal, WA 98671



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Diana Talcott
2806 SE 15th Ave
Portland, OR 97202



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Elizabeth Stanek
PO Box 577
Mosier, OR 97040



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
John Palka
P.O. Box 135
Langley, WA 98260



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Mark Darienzo
6923 NE Morris Street
Portland, OR 97213



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Christine Westland
8293 Fawn Crescent
Blaine, WA 98230
 
3603718319



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Sharon Miller
1501 NE 89th Ct
Apt 304
Vancouver, WA 98664
 
206.228.1827



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Sally Lund
1035 Fidalgo Dr.
#305
Burlington, WA 98233



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I strongly oppose allowing the Tongue River Railroad to be built!!, I ask the STB to take the
“no action alternative.”
 
This railroad's main purpose is for  coal transport from a speculative Otter Creek mine.
Currently  coal markets are crumbling both domestically & around the world.
 
Otter Creek WOULD be the largest coal mine in the United States. It means 1.3 billion tons
of coal, if mined, WILL adversely effect global climates for 55 YEARS !!!
 
The Tongue River RR draft EIS wrongly ASSUMES there is a coal market for high-sodium
Otter Creek coal, & wrongly ASSUMES ZERO train IMPACTS from a rail line transporting
18-26 coal trains per day.
 
Communities and people between this railroad & Pacific NW terminals will suffer
dramatically slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air
pollution from both diesel exhaust & fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefits private companies and Asian energy companies. It
HURTS us who live along the rail line! Just say no the Tongue River Railroad.
 
Most sincerely and knowledgeable,
 
 
Judie Champie
ne 102 ave
Vancouver, WA 98662



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Tommaso Vannelli
9732 Vista Terrace
Blaine, WA 98230



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Tommaso Vannelli
9732 Vista Terrace
Blaine, WA 98230



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. 
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Cherie Holman
4214-A Evanston Avenue N
Seattle, WA 98103



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Nancy Gale
4459 139th Ave SE
Bellevue, WA 98006



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
jan woodruff
5206 Heather Drive
Anacortes, WA 98221



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
I grew up in South Yorkshire when coal was still being mined. What a improvement in
public health when the mines closed and folks stopped using coal for heat and power!
Now is the time to close mines and build the grid which can handle solar and wind
energy!!!!!!!
Forward, not back.
 
Thank you,
 
Chris Arthur MD
 
 
Chris Carol Arthur
3343 NE 18th Av
Portland, OR 97212



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
David Chaney
1220 Farwell Avenue NW
Olympia, WA 98502
 
(360) 570-8206



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Marilyn Kimmerling
4414 n 34th st
Tacoma, WA 98407
 
253 590 6543



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Lee Chapman
1253 ne 6th
Bend, OR 97701



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
James Keeley
7300 ne vancouver mall drive apt 68
apt. h68
Vancouver, WA 98662
 
360-635-8588



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
NIKOLAI FERRELL
408 E Highland Ave
Mount Vernon, WA 98273



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Edgar Meyer
105 Chase Ave
Cashmere, WA 98815



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Polly Wood
P.O. Box 962
Hood River, OR 97031



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Keith hitchcock
1348 NE 68th St
seattle, WA 98115



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Claire and Hilkka Egtvedt
5904 96th St SW
Mukilteo, WA 98275



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Karen Heinemann
2826 Swyers Dr.
Hood River, OR 90731
 
541-354-1107



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
William OBrien
12520 SW Gem Lane #202
Beaverton, OR 97005
 
5036795194



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
I live above the BSNF tracks.I know firsthand how much coal dust is dispersed and diesel
fumes emitted with each passing train. My window screens and sashes are covered in
black. I have to-keep my windows closed even on the most beautiful summer days
because of the environmental pollution. The six engines on
the front and back of the trains often idle
for several hours because "it's hard to restart
them." It's much harder for anyone to breathe!
 
I've been in Bejing when the air is black with
dust. It's unconscionable to me that with
all the evidence of global warming, this is
even being considered. A few people will
make money at the expense of current and
future generations. It's time to stand
up for the many instead of the few!
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thank you,
 
 
Joan Barbacovi
1930 Grand Ave. #1
Everett, WA 98201



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine, the largest
proposed coal mine in the United States, with 1.3 billion tons of coal that, if mined, would
contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
decreased property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those who live along the rail line. Please say no the Tongue River Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Lyn Weick
7631 Westlund Rd
Arlington, WA 98223
 
425-359-9107



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
WE LIVE ON THE TRACKS THIS COAL WOULD TRAVERSE IF A PROPOSED COAL
TERMINAL IS BUILT HERE IN WHATCOM COUNTY, WASHINGTON.  WE AND OUR
FELLOW RESIDENTS HERE, AND ALSO ALONG THE 1,000+ MILES OF TRACK FROM
AN OTTER CREEK MINE, WILL SUFFER AIR, WATER AND NOISE POLLUTION FROM
TRAINS AND COAL DUST.  EMERGENCY VEHICLES MAY ALSO EXPERIENCE
CRITICAL DELAYS.  MOST SERIOUSLY, HOWEVER, BURNING THIS MUCH COAL
WILL TOAST THIS PLANET.  THE COAL MARKET IS ALREADY COLLAPSING IN THE
U.S., AND CHINA IS WORKING HARD TO REPLACE POLLUTING COAL AS A POWER
SOURCE.  THEY'RE SMARTER THAN WE ARE.  LET'S SMARTEN UP, AND STOP
THIS IDIOCY!
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Ken Kaliher
1207 Chuckanut Drive
Bellingham, WA 98229
 
360-734-2096



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Helga Aldrich
1015 Railroad Avenue
Unit # 416
Bellingham, WA 98225



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Roger Ridgway
1218 S. 13th Street
Mount Vernon, WA 98724
 
360 428-0221



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Kathleen Wolfe
3213 45th Street Court NW
Gig Harbor, WA 98335
 
5555555555



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Frank Leeds
119 Greenleaf Ave.
Eugene, OR 97404



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Gwyne Griffin
8505 ne 16th LN
Vancouver , WA 98664



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Nancy  Cushwa
2715 n. Terry St
Portland, OR 97217



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Tom Craighead
23404 107th Ave SW
Vashon, WA 98070
 
253-732-9558



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
We who live in the PNW do NOT want export terminals for coal, oil or natural gas.  In
particular, we do not want coal trains in the Columbia River Gorge, which is where they
would have to go or in Puget Sound.  The existing trains deposit toxic coal all along the
river banks
 
P. Sydney Herbert
Conservation chair Trails Club of Oregon
Resolutions Chair Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs
Thank you,
 
 
P. Sydney Herbert
5125 SW Dosch Rd
Portland, OR 97239



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Barbara Rosenkotter
201 Crest Drive
Box 136
Deer Harbor, WA 98243
 
360-370-7676



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Marilyn Phalen
1207 W. 17th
Spokane, WA 99203



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Hans West
545 Waldo Ave SE
Salem, , OR 97302



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
millie estrin
1230 Rafael  keizer
salem, OR 97303



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Kathleen Kemper
905 Lake St. S., #103N
Kirkland, WA 98033
 
(425) 827-3530



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Tom Gregg
901 marie ave
Newberg, OR 97132



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Deb Lawless
3035 NE 62nd Avenue
Portland, OR 97213



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jeanne Poirier
P.O. Box 228
Cashmere, WA 98815
 
509 111-1111



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Carol Lynn Harp
24430 Morgan Street
PO Box 36
Black Diamond, WA 98010
 
360-886-1032



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Buffy Hake
49591 River Rd
Pendleton, OR 97801
 
(541) 276-0117



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Steven Rubenstein
504 224th PL SE
Bothell, WA 98021



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Crissy  Trask
po box 475
white salmon, WA 98672



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
David and Ann Cordero
2814 Lilac Street
Longview, WA 98632
 
(360) 577-8626



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Elizabeth Heath
8425-B 25th Ave. SW
Seattle, WA 98106



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
It is just nuts to invest in fossil fuel infrastructure!
 
Thank you,
 
 
Ann Littlewood
2915 NE 21st Ave
Portland, OR 97212



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Terry Nightingale
602 N 46th St
Seattle, WA 98103
 
206-619-2383



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Laurie Todd
3756 SE Stephens Street
Portland, OR 97214



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Art Birkmeyer
2802 Northlake Ave.
Longview, WA 98632
 
360-636-5506



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Gloria Dominguez
1605 NW 62nd St
Vancouver, WA 98663



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Eileen Stolpe
1115 Hoag road
Mount Vernon, WA 98273



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Gena  DiLabio
3124 Dakota Dr
Mount Vernon, WA 98274
 
3604288875



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Stuart R. Shaw
2559 Ojai Ct. NW
Salem, OR 97304



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I am writing to express opposition to construction of the Tongue River Railroad. I urge the
STB to take the “no action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
David Harrison
585 Washington Street S
Salem, OR 97302
 
503-585-1243



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the Otter Creek mine while coal markets are
crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine is a connected
impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and that zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line that could
transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Reject the Tongue River Railroad.
 
Sincerely,
 
 
Jennifer Nitz
802 Front
Missoula, MT 59802



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Laurie Mudge
6404 NW Cherry St.
Vancouver, WA 98663



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Bill Yake
4032 Green Cove St. NW
Olympia, WA 98502



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
COAL KILLS!  That is the bottom line.  Extracting, transporting, and combusting coal will
destroy life as we know it now.  There will be NO FUTURE for my grandchildren's children.
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Beth Brownfield
Fielding Ave
Bellingham, WA 98229
 
360-738-8899



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”  Polluting our land to send coal outside of the country so that the
combustion pollutants can drift back to the US to dirty our air and add mercury and other
pollutants to the sea, mammals and fish is not right.
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Tracy Hendershott
1314 4th Place
Kirkland, WA 98033



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Rhett Lawrence
6445 N Commercial Ave
Portland, OR 97217
 
503-286-0215



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Irmgard Conley
36 Olga Park Lane
PO Box 88
Olga ( Orcas Island_), WA 98279
 
360-376-4892



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Esther Faber
2716 Williams
Bellingham, WA 98225
 
360-676-4949



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Linda Martin
PO Box 80368
Portland, OR 97280



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Rebecca Clark
5035 N Depauw St
Portland, OR 97203



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Katherine Anne Stansbury
5519 SW Multnomah Blvd.
Portland, OR 97219
 
503-936-1977



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users,
(and offers serious health issues to them. US participation in this is immoral in my
view.)while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Pam Madison
8330 53rd Ave W Apt 102
#104
Mukilteo, WA 98275



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
It is important for the future that most of the remaining fossil fuel stay in the ground. As US
weans from coal, so will other countries. We must avoid short term thinking.
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Claire Alexander
4720 N Trenton St, Apt 324
Apt 324
Portland, OR 97203



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Nan Wigmore
540 s e 73 rd Ave.
Pdx, OR 97215



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Linda De Sitter
6510 N. Wilbur Ave.
Portland, OR 97217



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
Keep the coal in the ground. I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge
the STB to take the “no action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Wendy DiPeso
328 NE 192nd St
Shoreline , WA 98155



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
Greed urges the Railroad & Coal companies. They only exhibit the ugly aspect of human
nature, which most of us keep under control
Lois Bancroft
50 Moore Rd
White Salmon, WA 98672
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Lois Bancroft
50 Moore Rd
White Salmon, WA 98672
 
509-493-1080



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jane Hadley
1725 30th Ave
Seattle, WA 98122
 
2063287605



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Grant Fujii
5906 N Depauw
Portland, OR 97203



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Barb Webb
3908 Dogwood Place
Mount Vernon, WA 98274



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Dianne Hurst
4753 Orcas St NE
Lacey, WA 98516



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
The Surface Transportation Board must reject construction of the Tongue River Railroad
as the environmental impacts, particularly increased greenhouse gas emissions and
associated impacts on climate change are not mitagatible with currently available
technologies.
 
In order to avoid increasingly catastrophic extreme weather events, the hundreds of
climate scientists that have contributed to the IPCC's latest AR V report are clear.  We
cannot continue to bring new sources of greenhouse gas emissions online, such as those
that would result from construction of The railroad and development of the Otter Creek
Mine coal deposits.
 
The DEIS analysis is inaccurate and incomplete. It relies on inaccurate assumptions and
does not include a complete life cycle analysis of all of the emissions from transportation,
development, and combustion.  Furthermore, the infrastructure, proposed coal export
terminals in Oregon and Washington appear increasingly unlikely to be permitted because
of the environmental impacts of those projects.
 
While I realize that the coal industry continues to try to find ways to justify additional
avenues in a dying market to sell their product, the environmental impacts locally,
regionally, and globally cannot be mitigated and it would be morally, socially, and
environmentally irresponsible for the STB to approve this proposed railroad.  I strongly
encourage the STB to approve the no action alternative.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Scott Luchessa
4013 32nd Ave W
Seattle, WA 98199
 
2062848052



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
The no action alternative is the correct response for the Tongue River Railroad.
 
It is worse than senseless – it is actively destructive – to develop facilities for the Otter
Creek mine which represents 1.3 billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to
climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS pays insufficient attention to the profound impacts that this coal will have on
climate issues.  And the draft EIS wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from
construction of a rail line that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
Sending the coal to China to be burned is the epitome of heedless corporate greed.  The
TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users while it
exacerbates climate problems and hurts those who live along the rail line. Just say no the
Tongue River Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
carl ullman
5162 west shore road
anacortes, WA 98221



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Rick Petersen
670 NW Lincoln St.
White Salmon, WA 98672



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Margaret Schumacher
2456 n Lenore dr
Tacoma , WA 98406



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Susan Davidson
7712 39th Ave SW
Seattle, WA 98136



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
william phipps
7916 189 Pl SW
edmonds, WA 98026



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Derek Hoshiko
2890 Longhouse Lane
Clinton, WA 98236



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Heidi Erdmann
10519 8th Ave. S.
Tacoma, WA 98444



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
John Bayer
3599  X  Street
Washougal, WA 98671
 
3608445303



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Brenda Michaels
15617 258th Pl. SE
Issaquah
Issaquah, WA 98027
 
425-417-8995



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I urge support of Tongue River integrity, and urge the STB to take the “no action
alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Mary Jokela
PO Box 973
Deer park, WA 99006



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Joseph Raap, Au.D.
605 NE 5th Ave
Camas, WA 98607
 
360 835 3595



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Victoria Holman
11701 NW 27th Ave.
Vancouver, WA 98685



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Andrew Friedman
4808 Linden Ave N
Seattle, WA 98103



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
M.E. Andre
2940 SE Brooklyn
Portland , OR 97202



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Arlene French
1411 8th St
anacortes, WA 98221



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Mary Carr
119 E. 17th Ave.
Spokane, WA 99203
 
509-747-3264



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Laura Ramon
24126 SE 261st Pl
Maple Valley, WA 98038
 
4254133832



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Lester and Judy Hoyle
765 Mesa Verde Dr
Cave Junction, OR 97523
 
541-592-4444



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Mary Neuendorf
1933 Rockland Drive NW
Salem, OR 97304



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I live in Vancouver, WA. I agree with every comment, observation and request listed
below.
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Nicolette OConnor
4613 E 18th St Unit 25
Vancouver, WA 98661



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.” To countenance this project is utterly irresponsible, the long teem
consequences will be disastrous and the project visits significant unrecognized cost on the
residents of Northwestern coastal populations.
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jacob Steijn
973 Quartz Dr SW
North Bend, WA 98045
 
302-388-4015



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Carol Peterson
8901 NE 59th St.
Vancouver, WA 98662
 
360-892-2886



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Mary-Ann Kirsling
P.O. Box 3063
Pasco, WA 99302



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Schneider Matt
6739 36th sw
Settle, WA 98126
 
425-466-0155



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
gary t pederson
410 fawk ave se
salem, OR 97302
 
503-588-1202



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Cathy Barich
3506 - 108th Pl. NE, #1
Bellevue, WA 98004
 
425-828-0391



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Greg Arnold
505 south J St
apt 1
Tacoma, WA 98405



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Alethea Putnam
11550 35th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98125
 
206-264-5578



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Elena Rumiantseva
Paralegal
310 N 46th St, Apt. 103
Apt 103
Seattle, WA 98103
 
2067891408



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Geoff Briggs
8404 31st Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98115
 
(206) 351-2138



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Nancy Farrell
4005 N. 24th St.
Tacoma, WA 98406
 
253-952-0571



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Why not grow more green jobs? 
 
Thank you,
 
 
Kristin Meijer
14830 -119th AVE NE
Kirkland, WA 98034
 
4254886625



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jon Morgan
5028 Renton Ave S #112
Apt 112
Seattle, WA 98118
 
206.595.3882



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
sheila shearer
1821 Lincoln
Hood River, OR 97031



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Linda Shuger
8330 53rd Ave w
Mukilteo, WA 98275



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Janet Monical
55854 Hazen Rd
Warren, OR 97053



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Janet Monical
55854 Hazen Rd
Warren, OR 97053



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Janet Monical
55854 Hazen Rd
Warren, OR 97053



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative”for the reasons noted bellow.
 
The railroad will haul coal from the proposed Otter Creek mine. 
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Please no the Tongue River Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Raymond DeBuse
3340 Lilly Rd
Olympia, WA 98506
 
360-491-7498



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Amy Houchen
2419 SW Richardson St.
Portland, OR 97239
 
503 245-3494



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
William Whitaker
1108 G Ave.
La Grande, OR 97850



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Please stop the beautiful and historic Columbia River Gorge from becoming a dirty fossil
fuel EXPORT corridor! The dust pollutes our beautiful rivers and poisons us!
 
Thank you,
 
 
jonnel covault
14114 SE Redwood Ave
Portland, OR 97267



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Yonit Yogev
868 henry lane
Camano island, WA 98282
 
360-387-6743



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
William Gray
10800 SE 17th cir K122
Vancouver, WA 98664



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Ann Dawson
8916 Fauntleroy Way, South West
Seattle, WA 98136
 
2069377265



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Kathryn Robinson
19725 River Rd
Gladstone, OR 97027



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
It is amazing that any company would think they could get away with new investments in
coal, or that they would be a good investment.  The citizens of the Pacific Northwest will
resist the increase in coal traffic, as they have already done successfully.  It is a totally
losing proposition and should be denied.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Janice Castle
16181 Parelius Circle
Lake Oswego, OR 97034



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Doug Indrick
PO Box 12475
Seattle, WA 98101
 
6073799489



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Peter Ware
248 Willow Way
Talent, OR 97540



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Luke Anavi
2431 N.E. Flanders St.
Portland, OR 97232



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Lucy Smith
3044 NE 204th
Seattle, WA 98155



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Katherine Nelson
9445 S 232nd st
Kent, WA 98031
 
206-941-3917



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Christina GIlman
2901 S Adams St
Seattle, WA 98108



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.” We must leave fossil fuels in the ground and the Northwest can act as
a beneficial gatekeeper to prevent fossil fuels from western North America from reaching
markets in Asia.
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Doug Heiken
909 W. 10th Ave
Eugene, OR 97402



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Sandra Randall
3700 Alabama St. #307
Bellingham, WA 98229



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
cliff swonger
11634 se 56 ave
milw., OR 97222



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
David M. Milholland
2000 NE 42nd Ave Ste 1
Post Office in building
Portland, OR 97213



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
James  Hansen
4640 No Visscher St
Tacoma, WA 98407
 
253 307-6078



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
M Brevard
880 methodist
Hood river, OR 97031



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jere Rosemeyer
1380 Hughes St.
Eugene, OR 97402



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Joan  Lang
4380 Blank Rd.
Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Patricia Orlinski
10511 W. Kingswood Circle
Sun City, AZ 85351
 
623 876-1525



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Joyce Dunn
1848 Elhardt St
Camano Island, WA 98282
 
4254462777



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Alan Mooers
4113 Dumas Ave
Bellingham, WA 98229
 
360-223-0030



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jennifer Hicks
324 W Tucson Ave
Flagstaff, AZ 86001



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
This railroad will increase coal dust pollution. This has a great impact on health, e . g.
Respiratory diseases.
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Nina Thru
612 NE Oak St
Camas, WA 98607
 
8174553000



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Molly Merideth
1021 NE 33rd Ave
Portland, OR 97232



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jacob Jensen
4124 Fremont ave n
Apt A
Seattle, WA 98103



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Donald Springer
8321 N. E. 54th St.
 
Vancouver, WA 98662
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Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Albert Snow
1012 Wilson Avenue
Bellingham, WA 98225
 
3606765669



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Heather Davis
3740 SW 117th Ave apt 123
Beaverton , OR 97005



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Sheila Brown
19834 Vashon Highway SW
Vashon, WA 98070
 
206 463-0811



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Mark Thompson
1209 NW 80th St.
Seattle, WA 98117



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Marilyn Kimmerling
4414 n 34th st
Tacoma, WA 98407
 
253 590 6543



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Steve Ru
435 NW Creek
Portland , OR 97201



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Gabriele Bartholomew
711 Linden
Everett, WA 98201



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Holiday  Matchett
6669 West Shore Drive
Anacortes, WA 98221



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I am writing you personally in order to urge you as forcefully as I can to use your fullest
authority to oppose the construction of the proposed Tongue River Railroad, and in
addition to urgently ask that the Surface Transportaion Board take the “no action
alternative.”
 
This mine would produce 2.5 billion tons of _global warming pollution_ during its life, at a
time when authoritative scientific studies tell us that adding that amount of carbon to the
atmosphere would almost certainly mean the beginning of irreversible global warming.
 
Irreversible global warming means winters without snow, summers with no rain, no water
for stock or crops, and increasingly violent storms and flooding. Even if this coal produced
a few hundred temporary jobs, it is not worth the loss of Montana's future.
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the now only "speculative" Otter Creek mine at a
time when coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. Look up
coal futures online and see for yourself -- this is a terrible investment.  The Otter Creek
mine is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction, and so Montana faces
wasting funds on rail resources that may never be used.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would actively contribute to climate change for the next
55 years. Moreover, beyond that time, and once that carbon is in the atmosphere, there is
no way to remove it, and it will stay there, causing intensified global warming, and daily
temperatures over a hundred degrees throughout the year, for many hundreds of years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day. These assumptions are not
acceptable.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit unaccountable private coal companies and Asian
energy users while the TRR and export both harm those of us who live along the rail line.
 
Ms. Rutson, the smart and honest thing to do is to say NO to  the Tongue River Railroad
immediately.
 
Thank you from a resident of BNSF's Blast Zone just north of Seattle.
 
Sigrid Asmus
4009 24 Ave W



Seattle, WA 98199
 
206-283-1382



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
I live in Camas, WA.  These coal trains now pass my town daily, uncovered, spewing one
pound of coal dust per mile.  I'm breathing this stuff, and will suffer ill health, as will the rest
of the world as the Asian countries who will burn it  while coal mining companies, and coal
sellers get rich and hire a few people (a few jobs) to carry out the destruction of my town,
my area, my world.
 
STOP! 
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
James Griener
PO Box 683
Camas, WA 98607



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
ANDREA FINLEY
100 VERA LANE
LOPEZ ISLAND, WA 98261



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Enid Havens
9858 26 Ave SW
Seattle, WA 98106
 
206 767 6854



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Martha Clemons
1320 NW 30th St
Corvallis, OR 97330
 
5417579627



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Sally & Dick Stapp-Brigham
HOyt
Everett, WA 98201
 
425-501-1435



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Craig Guernsey
117 Sunset Lane
Longview, WA 98632



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Ted Grudowski
7312 9th Ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117
 
206-229-8737



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Kelly O'Hanley
6134 NE Alameda Street
Portland, OR 97213
 
5038808844



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
I live near a rail line in a community that has had increased coal train traffic recently and
has consequently suffered an increasingly destructive impact on our local environment.
The health of the people and the economy is threatened.  Don't ignore these impacts,
please!
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Libby Hazen
116 Bayside Place
Bellingham, WA 98225



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
Here in the northwest rail lines are already congested and they run along side of many of
our important waterways. These water resources are threatened and we are working to
correct existing sources of pollution. We don't need further impacts to these valuable
natural assets. Rail related fires would also destroy sensitive ecosystems through the
Columbia River Gorge already impacted by rail fires.
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Norm Hale
P.O. Box 412
Silver Creek, WA 98585



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Mary Bonnier
5790 Old Mill RD NE
Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
 
1-206-384-7081



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Pepper Trail
2011 Crestview Dr
Ashland, OR 97520



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Lisa Jester
PO Box 173
Vancouver
Vancouver, WA 98666
 
3609042360



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jonathan Walter
6531 dennis pl sw
tumwater, WA 98501
 
3608789220



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jean Olson
7030 34th Ave NE
Seattle, WA 98115
 
360-220-5735



Victoria  Rutson  
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I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Pauline Igoe
1504 S Mildred St
Tacoma, WA 98465



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Nancy Vandenberg
5021 134th Pl SE
Snohomish, WA 98296
 
4253379210



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Kelly O'Hanley
6134 NE Alameda Street
Portland, OR 97213
 
5038808844



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
James Ciecko
19537 Landing Road
Mount Vernon, WA 98273



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Laura Hart
6053 26th Ave NE
Seattle , WA 98115



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jean Warren
3421 31st Ave W
Seattle, WA 98199



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Lynne Treat
674 NE Franklin Avenue
Street Address 2
Chehalis, WA 98532
 
360-740-1825



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Kristin Lee
5803 SW Garden Home Rd
Portland, OR 97219
 
503-227-6460



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I vehemently oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad. The STB should take the
“no action alternative.”
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
That said, why should we export a finite resource to another continent for the sole purpose
of lining the pockets of the greedy?
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there are no train traffic impacts from construction of a
rail line that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day. Huh?  How do you figure
that?  Pollution from the diesel engines and the coal dust alone would exacerbate pollution
of the worst kind of particulates that are linked to ill health.
 
My community is one of many that lie between the proposed railroad and Pacific
Northwest export terminals.  We would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased
coal train traffic, while somebody dissociated from our community rakes in the profits.
 
Please say NO the Tongue River Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Kamori Cattadoris
2592 Conklin Meadows Rd
Newport, WA 99156
 
5099815202



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Ineke Deruyter
9322 N Oswego Ave
Portland, OR 97203



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Patrick Leslie
4112 Eastern Ave N
Unit 222
Seattle, WA 98103



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Paul Zurfluh
2734 locust
2734 Locust
U-Place, WA 98466



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Vicki Watson
240 Valleyview Drive
Pocatello, ID 83204



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
shirley Harris
2968 N. Cloverdale Rd.
Boise, ID 83713



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Ed Hamilton
6931 Deer Valley rd.
Newport, WA 99156



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
 Elizabeth  Cunningham
1746 NW 57 St. #402
Seattle , WA 98107
 
000-000-0000



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Heather  Cunningham
15528 1st ave nw
shoreline, WA 98177



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Linda Larson
607 s division ave
Sandpoint, ID 83864



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Kathryn Keeton
1415 W Kimra
Meridian, ID 83642



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Nicole Cunningham
Summit dr
Bham, WA 98229



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Sherry Perkins
12034 78th Ave S
Seattle, WA 98178
 
206-772-0320



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Kathleen LeTellier
1320 N Murray Ln
Liberty Lake, MT 99019
 
509-979-0909



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
Partly my objection is that the coal dust is toxic to environment, it is uncovered, and gets
into the air, the rivers, wildlife, their lungs, as well as human lungs.
Thank you,
 
 
carol egan
4204 n.e. morrow Rd.
vancouver, WA 98682



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Greg Roth
3201 w. commodore way #202
Seattle, WA 98199
 
2065384832



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”   I live on the proposed rail route and believe that mining Otter Creek
would be devastating to our environment.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
My community of Hope Idaho and many others would suffer the consequences of
dramatically increased coal train traffic, including increased traffic congestion, safety
hazards, and air pollution from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
We all would suffer from a rising CO2 level.  The Asian coal pollution reaches the
Northwest.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River Railroad
for your grandchildren and mine.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Judy Butler
140 Monarch View Lane
Hope, ID 83836



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I strongly oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the
“no action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Anais Tuepker
1414 SE Lafayette St
Portland, OR 97202



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Ray Engle
4650 B Village Dr.
Bellingham, WA 98226



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say NO to the Tongue River
Railroad. Our future health depends on your NO vote. 
 
Thank you,
 
 
 
Sue  Toy
4639 Sand Rd
Bellingham, WA 98226



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS ignores the environmental destruction of burning this coal, wrongly assumes
that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter Creek coal, and wrongly
assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line that could transport 18-26
additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line and ultimately imperils our global
environment.
 
Please just say no the Tongue River Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Karen Steen
1200 Lincoln Street
Bellingham, WA 98229



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS ignores the environmental destruction of burning coal, wrongly assumes that
there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter Creek coal, and wrongly assumes
zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line that could transport 18-26
additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line and ultimately the global environment.
 
Please just say no the Tongue River Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Karen Steen
1200 Lincoln Street
Bellingham, WA 98229



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
MaryLee Mahar
13201 Linden Ave. N. Apt. 410A
Seattle, WA 98133



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Nicholas Galaday
1109 Roseview Heights Ave
Vernonia, OR 97064



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Ellen Murphy
901 N. Forest #147
#147
Bellingham, WA 98225
 
3607159197



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
kris fowler
1556 Pleasants Road
Wendell, NC 27591



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world.  The impact of this rail
road may benefit the Otter Creek mine, but it is a temporary fix.  Construction of this rail
road, will only prolong the inevitable closure of the mine, and in the mean time allows for
environmental damage to every area along the route. 
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line.  Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Terry Eaton
10824 NE 172nd Ave
Brush Prairie, WA 98606
 
(360)896-4929



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
Temperatures worldwide are getting hotter and hotter. In addition, there are droughts
worldwide, including the Pacific Coast from Panama to Canada. Tongue River Railroad
should not be allowed to contribute to this crisis: NO PERMIT.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Bobbee Murr
31 NW 22nd Place
#3
Portland, OR 97210



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Fraser Rasmussen
45 Eagle Crest Dr.
Apt 300
Lake Oswego, OR 97035



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Scott Trinkle
SW Cardinell Dr
Portland, OR 97201



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
John Munson
2521 SE Ankeny St.
Portland, OR 97214



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jason Monk
Powell Blvd
40th Ave
Portland, OR 97202



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Tim Norgren
PO BOX 297
Stevenson, WA 98648
 
740 817 3101



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Eugene Kiver
4210 Tyler Way
Anacortes, WA 98221



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Sarah Conover
450 w 16th ave
Spokane, WA 99203



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Scott  Buxton
2301 West Clarke Avenue
enakopS, WA 99201



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Karen Carlberg, Ph.D.
927 S Azalea Dr
927 S Azalea Dr
Spokane, WA 99224



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Rebecca Trainor
1417 W. Mansfield
Spokane, WA 99205



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Patrick Hough JR
1203 W 8th apt 1
Spokane, WA 99204



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jessie Norris
2922 W Dean Ave
Spokane, WA 99201



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Russell and Deborah Anthes
P.O. Box 37
Malo, WA 99150
 
5097794117



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Gail Duba
14918 E. Bella Vista Ln.
Veradale, WA 99037



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
lydia garvey
429 s 24th st
clinton, OK 73601
 
5803232327



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Mary Lou Johnson
3319 W. 23rd Ave.
Spokane, WA 99224



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
David Govedare
3397 cottonwood creek road
chewelah, WA 99109



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
David Govedare
3397 cottonwood creek road
chewelah, WA 99109



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Nancy Nelson
12618 S. Harvard Rd.
Rockford,, WA 99030



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Allison Ciancibelli
240 Twisp River Rd
Twisp, WA 98856
 
509 997-2120



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Tim Durnell
3087 Daisy Mine Rd.
Rice, WA 99167
 
5097386101



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
SHAUN Gomez
5679 MT. CARROL
DALTON GARDENS, ID 83815



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Mary Jokela
PO Box 973
Deer park, WA 99006



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action".
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Suzi Hokonson
13 w Woodside
Spokane, WA 99208
 
5093262216



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jamese Melik
7 East Chattaroy rd
Colbert, WA 99005



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Mary Carr
119 E. 17th Ave.
Spokane, WA 99203
 
509-747-3264



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Mary Weathers
6921 E Jamieson Rd.
Spokane, WA 99223



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Polly Kaczmarek
1115 E. 26 Ave
Spokane, WA 99203



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Lindell Haggin
15418 N. Little Spokane Dr.
Spokane, WA 99208
 
509 466-4118



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Lupito Flores
1207 E. Thurston Ave.
Spokane, WA 99203



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Bill  Irving
1906 W. James Crowe Drive
Hayden, ID 83835
 
208-818-5772



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I am pregnant with my second child who is due in September this year. I also have a 2.5
year old. I hope both of my children grow up in a world that is clean and healthy for them
and for their society. Because I believe their future is linked with the health of our planet I
oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no action
alternative.”
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
That is an unacceptable future for my children.
 
My community in Spokane will suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal
train traffic, including slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards,
and air pollution from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and foreign energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line including my two very young children.
Please say no to the Tongue River Railroad.
 
Thank you,
Kathryn Sheehan
 
Kathryn Sheehan
25 W. Main St. Ste. 210
Spokane, WA 99203



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Polli Hamlin
10241 Fir Lane
Hayden Lake, ID 83835



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jonathan Moo
10709 N Humboldt Dr
Spokane, WA 99218



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Nancy Enz  Lill
820 N Post St, #503
Spokane, WA 99201
 
5094483026



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Cindy McMahon
1218 W. 21st Ave
Spokane, WA 99203



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad.  I support the “no action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Tiim Coleman
30 Horseshoe Lane
Republic, WA 99166



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Jane Beaven
30211 N. Regal Rd
Chattaroy, WA 99003



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
As a citizen of the pacific northwest, I will be directly impacted by this proposed rail line. As
a citizen of this country, I will be directly impacted by this environmentally un-sound
decision.  As a human being on this planet, myself and my future generations will be
impacted by this short-sighted plan. 
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
Let's put our focus and planning towards non-fossil fuel based energy sources!!!
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.  We need ideas and proposals that benefit everyone in the community, not just
corporations and big businesses.
 
Thank you,
 
Ingrid Hannan
 
 
Ingrid Hannan
10604 E 46th Ave
Spokane, WA 99206



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
Please 'take no action' on the proposed Otter Creek mine. 
 
We don't have enough information on the environmental impact, and frankly, with three rail
road lines running past my home, blocking me in on a regular basis, I think we need a non-
speculative solution.  The American Dream involves a lot more than just money for some.
 
Thank you.
 
Lunell Haught
7802 S. Cheney Spokane Road
Spokane, WA 99224
 
509-443-1310



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Greta Gilman
1614 East 58th Avenue
Spokane, WA 99223



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Sylvia Eberspecher
PO Box 623
Spokane Valley, WA 99037



Victoria  Rutson  
Surface Transportation Board
 
I oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”
 
The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.
 
Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
 
The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.
 
Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.
 
The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Joelle Robinson
8707 13th Ave NW
Seattle, WA 98117
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