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Re:  Canadian National Railway Company and Grand T, runk Corporation —
Control — EJ&E West Company (STB Finance Docket No. 35087)

Washington, DC 20423-0001

Dear Ms. Quinlan:

The CN/EJ&E transaction is good for the national freight rail system and should
not be delayed because of the vocal opposition of a small group of primarily local
interests. There are enormous challenges facing transportation in our country, and rail is
a big part of the solution to the transportation challenges of the future. Frei ght railroads
can carry on average a ton of freight 423 miles on a gallon of fuel and are 16 times safer
than trucks in carrying hazardous commodities. The railroads are also huge taxpayers,
and as noted in the book When the Railroad Leaves Town (the forward of which was
written by Senator Durbin), are often the largest taxpayer in rural areas. By comparison,
it is estimated that 65% of trucking costs are subsidized by the taxpaying public.

Because this transaction would benefit consumers throughout the country, it
would be tragic to have CN walk away from this deal. An increase to 30-40 trains per
day is not unremarkable and has not caused problems in many other communities.

Where I live in Vandalia, IL, we have up to 30 trains per day on CSXT ri ght through the
middle of town and it is hardly noticed. This is especially the case where, as here, the
trains travel through town without stopping and at track speeds of approximately 45 miles
an hour. Quite frankly, the amount of traffic CN intends to route over the EJ&E is
modest compared to some of the lines of other railroads coming into Chicago and
throughout the country, which can see over 100 trains a day. I think the objectors are
wildly overstating the problem, although I do believe grade separated crossings are
appropriate for those crossings that meet the Board’s established standards. I suggest that
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