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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFIL SERVICE
170 Croghan Spur Road. Suite 200
Charleston. Scuth Caroling 29407

Qctober 2. 2017

Ms. Diana Wood

Surface Transportation Board
Docket No. FD 36093

c/o ICF

9300 Lee Highway

Farifax, VA 22031

Re:  STB Finance Docket 36095, Palmetto Railways — Construction and Operation
- Exemption. Berkeley County. South Carolina
FWS Log No. 2017-CPA-0086

Dear Ms. Wood:

[he U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) has received your letier dated September 8. 2017.
regarding Palmetto Railway’s filed petition 1o construct and operate a 22.7-mile new rail line in
Berkeley County, South Carolina. The Surface Transportation Board's Office of Environmental
Analysis (OEA) and the Army Corps of Engineers {(Corps). Charleston District. are beginning
the environmental review in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act and related
laws and regulations. As such. vou have requested information regarding resources under our
jurisdiction that could be alfected by the proposed project.

Upon review ol the proposed project. site map, and additional information filed by the Applicant
found on the OEA and Corps™ Project Web site, we offer the [ollowing preliminary comments
and concerns for consideration.

e The projects current list ol federally threatened and endangered (T&L:) species in
Berkeley County needs be updated 1o include the northern long-cared bat (NLEB). The
NILEB was listed as threatened under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) on
May 4. 2015. At that time the NLEB were only thought to occur only ten counties within
South Carolina. However, recent surveys have discovered the NLLEB in the coastal
counties of Beaufort, Berkeley, and Charleston. With this new information. the Service
assumes that the NLEB is fikely to occur statewide at all times of the year. This change
became effected on July 17.2017;

e The presence of At-Risk Species (ARS). should be included in the environmental
documentation:



¢ Consultation under section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16
U.S.C. 1531 ef seq.) (ESA) should occur with our office. It was noted that a Protected
Species Assessment was presented as Appendix D in the Environmental Report and
formatted as a letter address to our office: to date we have no record of this consultation.

* The Service recommends surveys for T&E species and habitat present within the project
area, including but not limited to. surveys lor red-cockaded woodpeckers (RCW), which
were historically present in the arca. We suggest surveys for RCWs should include at
least 200 feet from cither side of the right-of-way. Once the surveys are complete. it
should be submitted 10 our office for review.

For OEA’s convenience, the Service has included with this letter. a list of species that are
currently protected under the indangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA). This list also includes
species that arc considered as a candidate for listing under the ESA, and those that have been
petitioned for listing under the ESA. Appropriate survey time frames or windows for each
species are included in the list. The species which have been petitioned for listing are considered
ARS and may occur in Berkeley County. South Carolina. Although there are no Federal
protections afforded to ARS. please consider including ARS in your planning efforts.
Incorporating proactive mcasures 1o avoid or minimize harm to ARS may improve their siatus
and assist with precluding the need to list these species. Additional information on ARS can be
found at:

http://www.tws.gov/southeast/candidateconservation

The Service appreciales the opportunity to provide input at this early stage of the project’s
development. If you have any questions. please contact Ms. Melanie QOlds at (843) 727-4707 ext.
205. and reference FWS Log No. 2017-CPA-0086.

L

# c__Lh()mas D. Mch_v
Field Supervisor
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