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M
1 . . PROCEEDINGS
% MR.. NAVECKY: Good evening, ladies and

3. gentlemen. Thank you for attending tonight's public meeting on

-4 the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the Alaska
5. Railroad's Proposcd Northern Rail Extension Erojéctg I'dflikg
6 toyofficiallyﬁopen'this evening@s«meétingw _ f

T My namg is Dave Navecky. I'm with the Surface i

Ay

8 TransportatiQhuBOard oup of Washington D.C. TI'm in the:
9 agency's Section of Envirommental Analysis for SEA, or S-E-A

10- we're sometimes referred to. The board ig the federal agency

D T

11 responsible fof}granting authority“for'the construction and

12  operation of rail line construction projects.

T

13 In July of 2007, the applicant, the Alaska

14 Railroad Corporalion, filed a peLiLionuwith the Sur face: ;

15. TransportationfBoaﬁd to construct. and. operate a*rail line‘ é
16 extension, which would run. from apprCXimatély Norﬁhjpble dowﬁ ?
.17 to.the city of DéltamJﬁnctioni-Alaskah

18 ~BEA is the lead.agency'in'prgparing-this é

19 Envirohméntal Impact Statement to identify and évaluate the

P E e ———

20 potential environmental impacts associated with the proposed
21 construction and operation of the rail line. SEA is assisted
22 on this project by eight cooperating agencies.

23 ' Those conerating agencies include the Alaska

e TR e e T e T

24  Department of Natural Resources, and we have a representative

25 ‘here next to me on the table. Also the Alaskan c‘omma'nd,f the

|

B ST NS btttk i 5 e e M I S S 0 B s e e S o B S ) -

-32547341-9204-4156-2703-07a{9c8b 1574,




January 12, 2009 -Fairbanks-Surface Transportation Meeting

‘Transcript of Proceedings

20

10

11
12

13

14

15 .
16
17
18

19

21

22
23
24

354th TFTighter Wirng at Eielson Air Force Base, the U.5. Army

Corps of Enginéérsﬁ the Bureau of Land’Managémentf the United.

States Coast Guard, and the Federal Railroad Administration and

the Federal Transit Administration.

If you have not already done so, I request that

everyone here in attendance sign our sign-in sheet, and you can
do that ag you leave if you haveﬁ"ﬁ done.-so. However, if you
‘would like to speak formally before us this evening, I request

~that you sign in so we have record of everyone that will be.

We'1ll provide each:perSOn,approximately five

" minutes to speak initially. And then after we‘ve gone’ through

the entire roster,. if there's any other individual who worild:
like to return to the microphone and provide some additional
comments, we will invite.you to do so at that time.

We will have -- we have a court reporter here

that. will be transcribing all your comments, and they will all

be entered officially into the record. You're also free to.

submit written comments in additicn to any oral comments you
may provide to us this evening. You can do that through
comment forms we have over here at the table to my left. ‘You
can submit those comments this everiing; or you canm take those
home- with. you and fnai'l. those in t_o_ us. You.can also submit
comments to the Surface Transportation Board through our Web

sité, -and there are instructions on the ¢omment form on whére

D S e
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1 to go to submit those commeénts electronically to us.

2 _ Comments are due. to us on February 2nd, 2009.

3  If you file electronically through our Web sitec, they'll be due

4 on thé 2nd. If you are mailing COmments to us, they only need :

‘to be postmarked on the 2nd of February.
This meeting represents the mnext step in the E

7 environmental revieWiprocéés«thét;my agency and the cooperating !

8 agencies are conducting for this project. Prior to preparing y

9 the Draft EIS, which we distributed t¢o approximately 1,700

10  parties :in December, we conducted public scbpingﬁmeetings-to
11 listen to your questions ahd’COanrns about the project.
12 ' 'Thrdugh, that-input that~we received from the
.13 publig, as well as agencies, federal, state, and local agencies |
14 in Alaska, assisted us in identifying the issues and analyses
15 that we needed to conduct for the Draft Environmental Impact
16  Statement, that information was ﬁeflebted=in §he;fiaal scope of é
17  study which we issﬁed in April of 2008, and was carried forward
18 in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, which was, again,
19 issued in December of 2008. | | |
20 The: environmental review poster in. your handout
21 also provides a summary of where we ‘have gone in the process.
22 The nexﬁ\stéps in the process, after this:public.comment

23 peried, 1is that we will review all the commentsy\and we'll

24 a@dreSé"thoée comments in the Final Environmental Impéct

25  Statcment. _ ;

e ——— g
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recommendations to the Surface Transportation Board. OQuxr-
récommendations referring to the Section of Environmental
-Analy3i51 It's a document that we prepare for the board to

ﬁidEntifx'the envirommentalzimpactSmof the project;, and the
Final EIS recommendations to the board in the area of

mitigation to addmesS the igsues that we ‘encounter during the.

‘then make its decision based on-the Draft EIS. The Final

the project with conditioms. The conditions referring back. to,

Theé Tinal Environmental Tmpact Statement will

address those impacts, and it will also~inélude our

CGnCérns related to the project. _We-wili also include in that

énvironmental review process.

After the Final EIS is issued, the board will |

Environmental Impact. Statement and all your public: .comménts

thit wefe provided torgs'efther orally or in writdng,; either
during the scoping phase or during the Draft Environmental.
ImbaCt‘Stétémént‘phaseffthat will'ail be in the record, and
that. will be considered by the boardfin'making éur decision.
I#msvnot until the board -- the board's

decision can occur in one of thiee areas. They can deny the

o s 5 o _ !
project, or they can approve the project, or they .can approve ;

for ‘examplé, the mitigation measures that we will recommend ;

T e s R

that the board adopt if they were to approvelthérproject..4

If the board approves the project, then the

Do

railroad will then have thHé atthority from the Surface

ETEA .

32547341-9204-4156-2703-07af9c8b 1574-
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‘and piiblic access issues té bé incorporated into the EIS.

Transportation Board to .construct and operate the rail line.
However, the railroad will still need a number of other
approvals and permits from other various state 'and federal

agencies, including ou¥ cooperating agencies on the Draft EIS.

That would inc¢lude, for example, the permit:
from the Corps of Engineers, apgrovals‘qndfpermits from the
Alaské Department Qf”Natural Regources, permits from the
U.S. Coast Guard for bridge crossings, thingswlike that. So
our approval, if it ‘would ocecur, is just one step in the
procesé:befbre théY~couldﬁbegih constructing the rail line.

That's all T have to offer-at-tﬁis.point in . _
time. .Iﬁm'going‘to;1et'DQn7Peran with the Alaska Department: 5
of”NaturaI'ReSOHfééS'exﬁlaiﬁ‘why He's sitting up here at the
table-anab-for example, not all the other‘COQPErating.agencieé.

DNR has a special role in tonight™s public meeting.

MR. PERRIN: Thanks, Dave. Again, I'm

Don Perrin with the Department of Natural Resources. As Dave
said, DNR is a cooperating agency with the Surface
Transportation Board on the devélopment of thé Environmental
Impact. Statement. Ahd we!'ve been'working.with\STB and the

railroad the past few years to try to identify environmental

o e R T e TR @

In addition. to being a cooperating agency, the
railread -- the Alaska Railroad Corporation and the Department

of ‘Natural Rescurces are also working to dmplement state law

3a547341-92¢4-4156-37D3-07af0c8b1574
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that is entitled AS 42.40.460. The short title is the
Extension of the Alaska Railroad. That law was passed a few
years ago. And that allows for the railroad to describe a
corridor from the existing facilities to the Canadian border,
Wh:_i.ch. thecy have done.

So the law specifically allows the railroad to

identify a 500-foot wide corridor -- transportation corridor of

which 200 feet of that corridor, 100 feet -either side of the
centerline will be ultimately cohveyed to. the railroad upon
which time they begin construction of the rail line.
Once: the railroad identifies all or part of the
route, and after consulting with the public, local and state
agencies, and other poten"tﬁially a-f‘fe_cted parties, the

Departmenl of Natural Resources needs to make a finding that

the location of the proposed new rail line minimizes adverse

effects?oﬁ existiﬂgwaﬁd potential rights of way, and on land
uses associated with the location and construction, operation
of' the gas kpip‘e_li‘ne that 1s in a manner -- in. the best interest
of tHe dtate.

The railroad has requésted that DNR move
forwafdﬁwith reserving the corridor, based on two documents
that the railroad developed the pasgt two years. One IO'f which
is the Alternative Analysis Study completed. in 2006, and the
Preferred Route Report, which they submit'ted to the Surface.

Transportation Board in 2007. The DNR procéss for the

3
H
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preserving of the corridor would occur as ‘a proposed decision

locations of where you want lets us know wheré you go and where:

8|

which would be issued to the public with a 30-day comment

period, and. then DNR will get you a final decision.

T T e PO T

'As'Davegsaid,_the project will require numerous
other state and federal;pérmitéy For these public mcetihgﬁ,
DNR is primarily interested:in_hearing‘YOuficomments, in
particular-where'you go in. the Tanana Flats and how you cross
the river and how thiszproiect mighﬁ'gffect@Ybur access.

So ‘we've got a map set in the back 6f the room.
1f, at some time during these meetings or after you testify;
you'd like. to Qo back and look at the mapésand draw on,there
with a marker where you cross and where you go, we'd encourage
Yéu to do so. We'll have a DNR representébive back there to

help you, guide you through the maps, and :so0 you can flnd the

you cross. That's what we're interested in.

And'if'you-haVe any questions about the DNR
process and the state law, ‘the extension of ithe Alaska

Railroad, pléase call the Division of Mining, Land, and Water

T P e o T

at 451-2740. That's all I have. Thanks.

MR. NAVECKY: - Thanks, Don. I just wanted to
reiterafe'ﬁhdt tonight we're.taking oral comments on the Draft
ﬁnviIOnmental Impact Statement, but ‘we also encourage_youﬁand= 
you-have;the optiqn,dfeproviding written_commentS'Qn-the‘EIS;'

Both are ‘given equal weight there. 'Wé don't give any greater

T

39547341.92¢4-4156:2703 07af9c8b1574
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‘weight to whether someone took the effort to speak to us

publicly. The comments are all considered equally.

And what we'll do now, we'll call the
individuals in the order in which people signed up to speak.
You will have approximately five wminutes, at least initially.
And once we've gone through. the 1istg"we*li provide folks an
opportunity to speak further if they would like to. When you
come up to the midrOphone; if you could state your name and
spell your last name so that the court reporter can make sure

that she records it accurately. The first person we'd like to

call is Jim Hill,

MR. HILL: I'm going to hold for now and go: on.
the written comments.
'MR. NAVECKY: Okay: Thank you.
MR. HILL: Or later on in the oral.
MR: NAVECKY : Next‘is/Steve Vincent'.
MR. VINCENT: My'name is Steve Vincent. That's
V-i-n-c-e-n-t. Iﬁveﬁgoh abéut EooapageSPEhat I want to 'read.

very slowly. Comments that I would like to make on this

-actually address the five-mile Clear Water River as it's called.

in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. We_anWjit as
five;mile Clear Creek.

The first thing is, is that the alternative. 2
route, the Tanana Bridge, it showstlocking at the*channel'of

the Tanana with fill. This blocks the channel that is access .

T =T A T

Ty

¢
H
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there by boat since they've been able to get. up the creek.
To cut it off would dry the~areé,upu Since it

runs through a mud £lat, it would require dredging in order to

be able to get into the mouth of the creek to be able to gain

access for the property for summer use. There really isn't,
auring the. summer, any. other access.

Now, ‘during the wintertime -- let me .back up a
little bit here. Also, grayling migrate annually in their
annual salmon runs up there. It's goirg to cut down access to
a certain degree for the. fish getting back up ints the
Clear Creek area.

In the wintertime adcéss~is-9@nena11Y-done,oﬁf

of the Tahana, and different people have differént routes to:

access their properties. There arefapproximateiy 40 properties

‘up there; about 18 or 19‘haVe cabins. or structires that are

used for: tent platforms ‘to put winter tents up on if necessary.

Thére haven't been any provisions -- or there:

. o 10
to the mouth of Clear Creek that's been used historically since

areﬁ't.any_grovisiOns_in the Draft EIS to allow people to cross’

the railroad, which would. sit to the: north of the property
gouth -bf"t'_lr_i"e Tanana River. And it i3 noted in the Draft EIS
that a DNR public access -- I guess regulations behind public
access would be at odds with the Alaska Railroad as far as

being able to crosgs it.

S T e T Y

T B,

72

H

o e R A L S MO e E L Ny WL it N PR G AR § £ R S
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In other words, t’he:e are trails there that
argnﬁt,deffned, yég\have'crossings that are at the very -- the
mouth of Clear Creék and up at the headwaﬁerg-of Clear Creek.,
There are several other trails in that area that are used to
access the cabins back in there. |

/
T wanted to here. There are a lot of areas ‘in the fiats
that -- and kind of dependent upon .w,hich alternatives that are
chosen that the access would be cut -'c">‘f'fj: for historical hunting
grounds.inkthere} We feel ‘that that needs.to be addressed.

We couldn't ﬁind,oh the Draft EIS where a

construction camp or construction sterage area, which was

initially noted, would be located in the area once the bridge

crosses over onto the south side of the-Tanana. That could

have significant environmental impacts, and it's something that.

we feel Should_havefbeeh_conkained in ‘the Draft EIS..

Cléar Creek is used by both jet boats and air
boats. The bridges would have to Have adeguate cleatance for
the:tallér~air boats. There's no talk about construction
closures on the creek or how they would notify people when phgy
went through;construction closures.

| There's é,notation in there‘of no -noise or
vibratibn analysis is incluﬁed for this area as there are no
reCethrs_ideﬁtified near the perosedTrail line.. Well, I

would guess that the people that have cabins over there would

Let mé catch -- I didn't follew exactly the way

I LAY il vt T R 2 ST 1 SPTTG i i MEEE B e T g T TRRRR G R T T

R A P
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1 beg to differ, their ears act as relatively good receptors. So- |
2 there should be some analysis on how noise is going to affect
3. the area over there, and how the vibration is going to affect.

4 iﬁguess'there.couldﬂpossibly be some problems in the salmon %

5 spawning streams. : : - !
6 Clear Creek, fivecmile;cléar Gxeék'ﬁésl \
7 identified as‘a.sﬁlmon spawning stream. There are several
8 little connecting streams that come off of a slough that's

9 about three -- or about probably half way up of what's:

P e e

10  considered to be tive-mile Clear Creek on the'mapi Tt's

T

11 actually a slough of the Tanana. Those clear streams also have |

12 salmon runs in them, :and that isn't ‘identified in the '
S %
43 Draft EIS. ;

14 - And. I think that about covers it..  Did I get

15  everything? Okay. W®All right. T think that conc¢ludes my

186 comments for now. I thank you very much.
17 ' MR. NAVECKY: Thank you. ;

18 ‘MR. VINCENT: Here's. a..... . 2

19 'MR.‘NAVECKY: Is your-name on there? Thank :
20 you. Next'is Ken%Sévering | | /
21 MR. SEVERIN: (E?l«ose"e-'r'loug__h.,.-»~

22. MR. NAVECKY: And I apologize if'I“mispronounce
23 namés this eévering. |

24 | MR. SEVERIN: Okay. Yeah, itﬁS“KenuSeVerinﬁ

25 S-e-V-e-r-i-n. And, yeah, 1 .own approximately 87 acres at the

3a547341-92c4-4156-a703-07af2clb1 57,4:
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. through:-a 1ot mote private land than Salcha 1. And it's-going
14
going to impact a lot of the salmon spawning' grounds in the
ig

2L

22 New England, the Pacific Northwest. And we got a chance to do

T 24

13|
confluence of the Salcha and the Tanana, so-on-the south bank

of the Salcha and about as far west as you can drive. In my
writteﬁ33tatément Tr1ll §iVe-you the exact tax lotsg and so on
and so forth. I don't have.any structures on the land, and I
don't intend to build there, but_Ifdo use. it for hunting and
camping and just goofing off.

I'm déf&nitely in favor of the Salcha 1 as
opposed to the Salﬁhé;\and T don*p.have_any_comments on any
dthé:*p&rts of the EIS. From a pcrsonal level, Salcha 2 would
essentially go right tﬂrough my place and ‘it would destroy it.

On a practical level, Salcha 2, in general, is going to go

to cause,all_kin&s-of private land ownership problems.
Probably -the most important thing, and I think

it was touched on by the ‘last speaker, is that Salcha 2 is

Tananaidgwngat the-croésing by Flag Hill. And it's certainly.
casy to:saY”tﬁat-we;goL lots of salmen résources and diStUrbing
a bit of habitat isn't going to make a lot of difference, but
it's exactly that kind of thinking that's ied_to.the

destruction of salmon habitat dnfEurdpe;ginQEnglandg

it right, so I think it's something that needs to be
considered. Thanks.

MR. NAVECKY: Thank you. Next ig Miles Tucker. .|

3a547341-92¢4:4{56-a703-07af9c8b1574
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iS'thét correct?

MR. TINKER: Not-toQ~cIQse, but I'll straighten:
you :out. .

‘MR. NAVECKX; I_apologize”

MR. TINKER: My name' iz Mike Tinker; and I

MR. NAVECKY: Oh, Mike. I'm sorry.

:MR. TINKER: That's all iight; You're not- the
first that's ever done that.. And I came tonight to represent
the Fairbanks Fish & Game Adviscry Committéé. A unit that's

empowered under Alaska Statuteé 16.05 to comment on plans like

~this for the community as regarditQuQur'gQals and:pbjectiyes

For thé area that we répresent By delegation from the Alaska
Board of Gamé..

In this casejweﬂre more<concerned witﬁitheharea
on the south side of the Tanana River which we know as
Game Management,Uhitrzo, Subunit Alpha. And the .reason for

that is that the Eielson farm country and theuSélCHa-counbrx“is

where. you deal more: with private real estate. And when you get

on the south side, you're into resources that are more. commonly

used by literally thousands of our constituents.

One. of the issugs that we'd like to make surée

that is in -- and I will apologize for not having .read every -

word in. the EIS. I will try to do that and make. some more

written comments -- is that as you liﬂe'up for trails, and you

P ——— T

T

py—————

TR A T

1

e N o A N I M e A N WO ek T TR R e
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‘have some places where you are crossing areas where Lhere are

‘historic trails -- I'don't mean historic: in the recognized

hiking day, we're taking our four-wheeler or something like
10
L 12

14  put your railroad track out there and I come along with my D8,
£
16 have the right to: do that,

1.8 your crossings and whatnot stay open: through thedeSign-phasea

15

sense of natufalfhistory; I mean historic in that AlaSka!s
trails are kind .of special. and they have 'some special legal

ramifications going back to some early 1800s national

legislation that :allows trails to be there.

And they are not ‘trails put in by you and T on

that. They Wéréfput,in, most.of'them,_with a D8 bulldozer to
support mining and resource extraction ‘from south of the river. é
Those trails, as long as they fit into certain time categories,
can be used at the present time by those types of uses -and

vehicles that they were originally constructed for. $So if you

I'm going to walk across, becausé I can. back that up that. T

—

T

We would like to see. the options for :some: of

because, as Mr. Vincent said, one of the uses over there is by
our waterborne cadre. that go over there to hunt and for
recreational purposes, and they go by boat. Yet: we don't

really have anything that shows us drainage by - -drainage,

R T

structure by structure, how the clearance will be affected. by
the ‘craft and vehicles usingjthéma Obviously some ATVs. could.

take advantage of that, too, as lbﬁgras your alignment is‘far.

&

38547341:0204-4156-a703-07af9c00 1574
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- enough up in the air ‘that you can pass underneath.

On a personal note, but; I would put it in for

the advisory cémmittee,;I think it's absolutely foolish for the

National Railroad, the Alaska Railroad folks, or the Surface

Transportation people to put in a document something that

people will not do. And what you have $aid is here is we're

not going to let people cross this track between here and

there, and you've .gone 30 miles..

That. is abgolutely absurd. Theré isn't a
railroad track in -the United States, Ehere‘s certainly not one-
in -Alaska, that people don't éome up to ‘on their snow machine,
ATV, that kind of ‘thing, especially a tired. vehicle, look
across, look up and down the track and go‘across. You want to
find 50 of them between here and Nenana, let's go out LOMOTIOW.

You shouldn't be'sayinggthings like that in here because ‘you

‘don't have an army to-enforcé things- like that.

So Hopefully what I'm saying hére is that you

-will'keep,open thefqgtiOn.throuﬁh»design.of getting:somezdf

these issues that you don't cdatch that this stays across the
track, and that ydu-hoid‘OPeh the option for even some minor
alignment_adjustmenﬁs to try to deal with.some of.theSefspeciai
igsues like theé Clear Water.

And 1f I'm right, Clear Water down there is an
area where the railroad. can be a'good_neighborwbyvmoving a

little bit. Now, whether or not you've taken that into

R R R

H
3

39547341-9204-4156:a703-07a10c8b 1574
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consideration at this point as a constraint, in other words, to
Say4heyt there's quite aﬂfeW'people‘thereu-Qah_we move a
quarter of. a mile, a half'a-mile, stayzon~th9~sémé type of real
estate and help them or not? But those~are>questions that you
shoﬁid;déal with. Because if you can be a better neighbor,
then ‘you should be a better neighbor.

| And lastly, I'd like to say that we'd like to
make a pitch that not -- or that you encourage in the typical

exception something rather than a linéar clearing. In other

words, that you use some 'sinuosity, that you push back off the

tracks things that were not done on the: original

Alaska Highway -- or Alaska Railroad that how kill us thoiisands.

of moose because of the fact that they ‘are crammed up in the
bettéf-vegetation'that grows in the vegetation control along
&he~railroadf

| And that .could easily*be;changed by having some
sinuosity to the right of way pushing back. to the full 200 feet
or 100 feet, or whatever it is in s;‘)me areas, arnid leaving, it
closer 'in others so that this particular use of the railroad’

over time does not become a serious wildlife problem for them

getting across, too.

And we will make some writtcen comments- to. help,

but I .don't want to say anything here that says we don't build

a railroad{ T think building a railroad is a wonderful -idea,

giving us transportation options and that kind of thing. We

T T
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just don't want to see it be a negative impact on our

to do so. BAnd I thank you for the opportunity. &And as I say,

we'll put written comments in.

MR. NAVECKY: Thauk you. I might note that

‘we're getting §ome conmeénts whére it's going to be useful for

us to have a specific marking on a map, as Don was referring
to, also. BAnd to do that, if you need. to tear out pages of
youxr EIS and markK it up and incdlude thatnﬁith”YQpr written

comments that you mail ‘in to us, I would encourage you to do

that also. 'Op photocopies, whatever you would like to do. The.

next. individual is Willie Hormsly (ph)-

MR. HAMSLEY: I'm Willie Hamsley. That's who

'you called, wasn't .it?

'MR. NAVECKY: xeé;
MR. HAMSLEY: Okay.
MR. NAVECKY: <Can you ‘_sp_e'll your last name,
please.:
'MR. HAMSLEY: H-a-m-s-l-e-y.
MR. NAVECKY: Thank you.
MR:. HAMSLEY :: Iﬂveroﬁned property over there in

that area of five-mile Clear Creek for, well, 25 years now.

And, of course, I have friends that's had cabins over there for

35, 40 years. There's somé& cabins that was built there by

‘Mr. Cook -- by a Mr. Cook and a Mr. Price back in the forties

18 |

e kT
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and was used for trapping.
Anyway, I'll make mine short. I'm concerned

about ‘the one slough that you're talking about blocking, which.

Mr. Vincent broughtqup'theré; And I am concerned about

accessing the_p:qpertyﬁif they stqgﬂthat.fiow of Ehatﬁwater; I

don't think they should plug up any place where the water runs,

'you know, all summer. And sometimes when the Tanana ‘rises, it

brings the dirty water also down thatgslough, you - know, which
helps a lot.

But. then in the fall when it kind of stops

running, there's still clear water running through there, and.

it helps the boaters get in and out after the hunting season is
over, you know,'beCause-thé water reﬂiiy'drops down. So that's
the property. I have 14 acres over there and a cabin, and I

would sure like ‘to ‘continue having access to it. So that's

MR. NAVECKY: Okay. Well, thank you for your
comments.
| MR. HAMSLEY: Okay.
NMR;vNAVECKY; Okay. That's the extent of theé
individuals that had signed up to speak. Is there arniyone that

has' not spoken that would like to make some oral comments

‘before we give the original»comménters another opportunity?

Sir?.’ﬁﬁd please give your name and spell your last name for

R SR TR T T

195
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MR. BEGET: Sure. My name i8 Jim Beget. It's

spelled B-e-g=e-t. I'm another private property owner, I

guesg, with land in the area. My land is near the

‘Salcha-Tanana c¢onvergence, so again, I -- you Know,; people have

said this, but I prefer the first option that crosses the
Tanana River, because there's much less impact, I think, on the
areas that are most. easily acceSsed for recreatien; people: have
private cownership in those areas. |

So that's really all I wanted to say. I think
that the first option is preferable. I guess I would add to

that that I think for environmental reasons.,. also, ‘that it's

preferable because the Sdlcha is really a Unidue river system.

It's really the only, you knhow, relatively unmodified river
that comes out of the Interior that's a clear water ‘stream.

And I think the idea of crossing that with a

‘Tanana River b_r:.i'djge or w.i'tj.h- a Salcha River bridge with. the

 railroad is something that could be damaging to the

Salcha River watershed, and I'd rather see &i the other” §ide of
the. river, othex: side of the Tanana.

MR. NAVECKY: Okay. Thank you for your

domments.,., Yes, sir.

MR. WILBUR: I'm Roy' Wilbur (ph). I have

property on the Salcha, the lower Salcha. I. got 56 acres

there. 1I've been told, I cadn't tell you as a fact, but they

8
H

i
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say the Salcha is Oﬁé'Of“the_biggest salmon runs, in the
Iﬁteridr anyway.. Thé*majority-oﬁ your salmon: are spawned in
the Salcha River. And you should think about doing it across
the' Salcha where you -- and all tﬁéiﬁrivat@=pr¢p¢rty owners on
the Salcha area youire_going‘to have to contend with; where you
don't have “it. across the Tanana.

And I'm sure you've been talking to the Fish &

Game about the salmon runs, but there's -- one of the bhiggest

_salmon runs is on the :Salcha you gotxtOgcuntenduwiLhﬁ And I

propose that you do it on the other side of the Tanana.

MR. NAVECKY: - Thank you. Aﬁybne else that
hasn't had a chance to speak Qould'like‘toacome up? All right;
Any of ‘the original cbmméptéfs that have. been up alieady,; do.
yOu‘wish_to-come backzanduproyide additional comment for us?

MR. VINCENT: What if we have a question?

MR. NAVECKY: I can answey quéstions .-on the

process, I can't answer questions on technical content. If:

it's a guestion that we haven't addressed in ‘the EIS, then
we'll ‘take that && & comment and we'll ensuré that it's
addressed in the Final EIS as well.

MR. VINCENT: Okay. 1 guess what: I wanted to

mention here i's Lhab:.....

MR. NAVECKY: Can I have your name, please.
'MR. VINCENT: Oh, Steve Vincent again. Only.

like a little bit of ‘a paragraph, not 800 pages this time,

21
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ARRC, I guess, for vehicular and nonvehicular crossings for the

‘modifications of the ADNR maridates to fit in with the Alaska,

 be pretty difficult, for the general public to overcome in the

22

~ o 22
though. What I was talking about earlier that theé goals of

railroad, since they're at odds with the' ADNR mandates for
access, I'm wOndering why the EIS didn't have any tentétivé
plans‘to‘resolve this when. it was put ouf.

Or I guess what's going on imn. the back‘of my
mind at ‘this point, if there aren't any tentdtive plansg for

resolution for this, does that mean that we're looking at

Railroad structure for access?

.In‘otherjwords, are-we goingfto find ourselves
in a special situation where theféﬂybn‘t‘be accesé through the:
flats because of modification to the ‘¢urrent standings of laws’

or proposed. legislation for that?

T want to makeé sure that that doesn't happen.

I ‘think it sets a -- T: think it would sSet a baseline that would

future. S6 I just want to make Sure that there's no undérlying
reasons for that not being commented on in the Draft EIS.
That's all I got, thanks.

MR. NAVECKY: . Thank you. Anyone else? Okay.
Any gquestions on submitting written comments or where to submit
them or how to submit them? -Last chance. Okay. Well, thank
you very much for coming this evening.

{END OF PROCEEDINGS)Y
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