Mary Randolph Dale

912 Hampstead Court
Barrington, Illinois 60010
August 29, 2008

Ms. Phillis Johnson-Ball

STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20423-0001

Ref: STB Finance Docket No. 35087
Dear. Ms. Johnson-Ball,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed acquisition of the EJ&E Railroad Line by Canadian National.   I am writing to opposed  CN’s acquisition and strongly urge the STB to use its existing powers to reject CN’s proposal on the basis that the net regional impacts negatively outweigh the limited transportation benefits.   
While many of my concerns regarding the acquisition stem from the obvious problems associated with additional rail traffic -- excessive noise and vibration, increased congestion, and extreme traffic delays, my greatest fear comes from the significant safety risks that will be imposed upon our community:

· Today approximately 8 cars per day carry hazardous waste; the acquisition could result in almost 180 cars per day of hazardous waste. Barrington villages and several other towns along the EJ&E line use wells as the only source of water.  
· Canadian National itself is under scrutiny by the Canadian government for safety issues (including defective crossings, train brakes and locomotives).  It is noted for a culture that dismisses safety concerns from employees and does not respond to communities quickly when issues occur. The safety record of the applicant should be viewed as a reason not to pursue.  Why would we willingly accept additional freight traffic from a disreputable carrier?

· Increased rail traffic equates to an increased likelihood of train accidents involving pedestrians.  One of the main intersections in our town is 600 feet from the high school.  Kids who are listening to IPODs, text messaging their friends or just being lost in thought as they walk home could be victims if this decision moves forward.  

· Since many of the intersections that would be affected by the acquisition are near schools, the library, the park district, and downtown areas, pedestrians – particularly children – could be adversely and even fatally affected. 
· Emergency vehicles such as firetrucks and ambulances use routes that intersect with the train crossings.  Even a few minutes delay can be significant in an emergency, and delay caused by a two-mile long train – which can take up to 15 minutes to move through an intersection – could literally be a matter of life or death in certain situations.  Having just had an emergency c-section due to an abruption in the placenta, I can tell you that waiting for 10 minutes for the train to cross is critical time that medical staff need to have to treat people.  As the head of Emergency Services at the 8/28/08 open house said, people will die as a result of delays of treatment if this is approved and implemented as stated without mitigation at major intersections.
Finally, if this transition is approved it will devastate our community’s economy.  It is shocking to learn that the applicant would not be forced to pay for the entire cost for required mitigation efforts if this goes through as only the applicant is gaining anything from it.   The DEIS is flawed in thinking that the local communities will be able to address mitigation efforts from their local tax base.  It is all related.  If this proposal is accepted, this community will suffer financially. The towns along the line will be less desirable and property values will decline.  The DEIS is flawed in thinking that only the houses within 250 yards of the train tracks will lose value.  If you are constantly sitting in traffic, listening to noise, worrying that your water supply could at any point be contaminated, you will sell your house at a loss and move away.  No one will want to live in the communities thereby ruining the school performance.  Businesses will continue to leave the town because of traffic flow brining fewer customers thereby losing another source of tax revenue to the community.  If the businesses leave town, the jobs in the town will be lost and fewer people will be coming regularly to our town to purchase goods and services, again decreasing tax revenues.

The proposed acquisition is dangerous and disruptive, and Canadian National has shown a complete disregard of our communities’ needs and concerns.  Please use your existing powers to reject this application on the basis that the net regional impacts negatively outweigh the limited benefits to this foreign owned company.  If this is impossible, please at a minimum require that Canadian National implements and funds the necessary steps to ensure the security and safety of our communities before new trains run on the EJ&E tracks.  

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Mary Randolph Dale

