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OFFICE OF THE SELECTMEN





December 10, 2008

Surface Transportation Board

Case Control Unit

395 E Street S.W.

Washington DC 20423

Attn Kenneth Blodgett, Environmental Project Manager

Finance Docket No 35147 (FD 35147)

We have received your Environmental Assessment Document Decision ID No. 39520 of November 14, 2008. This is in response to your request for comments.

I am Jon Hardie, Selectman and Clerk of the Board of Selectmen, of the Town of Royalston, MA 01368. Speaking on behalf of the Board of Selectmen, we have carefully reviewed the document - in its entirety … and find it lacking on several critical points.

1. Egregious and Intolerable Environmental Pollution:  We find intolerable, the persistent, and egregious emissions from 3 diesel engines. (parked for hours In front of 3900 ft avg. length east-bound trains). These 3 engines are repeatedly, left idling - year round - for as many as 15 or 20 hours - at each event - near a rail crossing, in a narrow river gorge, immediately adjacent to approximately 300 residents of The Village of South Royalston MA, which is found this specific GIS location: 42.52849 North Lat and 72.14519 West Long.  (see the annotated topo is attached and made a part of this comment)

2. A long history of egregious behavior: For more than 20 years, the various owners, (now PanAm Railways Inc. - and engineers of the trains using this track, which connects Greenfield and Fitchburg, MA) have chosen this historic and quiet Village of South Royalston MA to change crews. They have been completely oblivious of the horrific environmental impact and damage being done to the nearly 300 residents, as they sit in the air conditioned splendor in their cabs for many hours.

3. Repeated Requests Dismissed & Damage Done: In spite of repeated documented requests and demands, (A recent request to PanAm is attached and made a part of this comment) we continue to experience the horrific environmental impact of these carcinogens & incomplete products of combustion in the Village of South Royalston MA. 

4. How the unique environmental characteristic in The Village of South Royalston, compound the problem The  cumulative 15-20 hour  discharge of these 3 idling diesel engines is invariably trapped in a choking atmospheric temperature inversion and smog, in this narrow river gorge, immediately adjacent to a village of almost 300 (many elderly and children). It seeps into every open door or window; it prevents normal commerce, children waiting for school buses, or elderly residents walking their dogs or too the store in the village, it has a cumulative and devastating impact on the respiratory systems of the many children, adults and elderly. (Again see the attached annotated topo pdf. 
5. Our Specific Request for Environmental Hazard Mitigation: This abusive, egregious and intolerable behavior by the Railroad(s) of parking trains adjacent to the South Royalston Village must cease forthwith … both the present owners and future owners. And,
6. We ask, as a condition of approval of this Joint Control and Operating /Pooling Agreement, or and future agreement that this egregious and intolerable behavior continue to be prohibited – in perpetuity - within a mile of this specific location noted above - in either direction. 

7. Compensation for rail traffic initiated woods fires. We continue to allocate scarce local Fire and emergency resource to combat often very difficult summer fires sparked by passing freight trains along the rugged terrain, adjacent to the river and steep gorge right of way, during dry periods. We expect the town to be reimbursed for these out of pocket expenditures on behalf of the railroad.
8. Disaster Preparedness and Mitigation We expect the railroad to actively participate in providing assistance in our disaster emergency preparedness planning and mediation – including prompt notification of spills which are likely to occur on the roadbed which is immediately adjacent to the river. Toxic chemicals and pollutants are regularly and frequently transported along this route. 
9. Failure to pay real estate taxes in a timely fashion.  Here and in many other small communities along the northern tier of MA, we find a systematic refusal to pay property taxes – when due.  This pattern of arrogant and callous disregard for the communities through which  this track and these trains must pass, as reflected above in the uncontrolled discharge and trapping of particulate matter from incomplete combustion, is yet another actionable event.

10. Payment of Local Real Estate Taxes When Due We request that as a condition of approval of these agreements, that the railroads be required to pay local property taxes promptly and when due, so that frankly we can afford to fight these fires and respond to toxic spills when they occur.

Thank you for your invitation to receive commentary, and we look forward to your supportive actions incorporating our requested environmental hazard mitigation requests in the conditions of approval 

Jon H. Hardie, Selectman 

Jon Hardie, Selectman & Clerk of the Board of Selectmen

Linda Alger, Chair

Andrew West, Member

Email: Selectboard Royalston <bos@royalston-ma.gov> 
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