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July 15, 2016
To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of the Grundy County Soil and Water Conservation District, I urge the Surface Transportation Board to recommend a full review of the Great Lakes Basin Railroad proposed rail line that is being planned from Wisconsin to Indiana cutting through farmland in Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana.  I urge you to look at the many impacts both environmentally and economically on the land and citizens along the route and beyond.  There are several environmental concerns that need to be kept in mind while considering this proposal.  The following areas are of concern to the board members of the Grundy County Soil and Water Conservation District. 

Division of Farmland:  Producers will have a difficult time being able to farm field parcels that have been divided up into small pieces and odd shaped tracts.  The equipment farms use today has progressed into larger and larger pieces to increase the efficiency of the farmer, and would not allow the farmer to grow crops in these broke up parcels of land.  It does not seem to be very logical as to the way the proposed rail line currently is as it transects property at angles rather than running closer to property lines.  Besides the railroad corridor making the parcels too small to farm, it will also make it difficult to access some fields due to being landlocked by the track running through the field.  Access roads or private rail crossings will need to be constructed for farmers to be able to even get to many fields.  This will create a lot of hassle and difficulty in growing any kind of crop year to year on many of these parcels.

Agricultural Programs: Many of the pieces of property that the railroad proposal will go through are enrolled in different USDA programs for wildlife, conservation, and stewardship programs.  These programs help provide native plants and cover for our wildlife, they reduce runoff and erosion into our streams and water supplies, reduce pollution from getting into groundwater supplies, and reduce erosion of soils so that they can continue to be useful for years to come.  These contracts are entered into voluntarily by landowners and producers who care about the land and would like to preserve it for generations to come.  Not only will the railroad corridor disrupt the land and create the exact problems the farmers are trying to reduce, but there are also penalties, fines, and fees for breaking a contract.  These issues need to be addressed.  

Wetlands:  The rail proposal will undoubtedly pass through many wetlands and farmed wetlands that will need to be mitigated due to disruption of them.  The USDA does not allow wetlands to be drained to be farmed to economically benefit the farmer as they should not allow the railroad to fill them in to run its rail corridor through them either and receive economic benefit.  The USDA and Army Corp of Engineers would need to be consulted on any disturbances of wetlands along the railroads path.  

Tile and Subsurface Drainage:  In Grundy County, many producers do not have maps of their underground tile as they were laid fifty plus years ago by their grandparents.  The tile laterals and mains that fall along the rail route will more than likely be damaged or crushed due to heavy equipment and disruption of the land and will need to be fixed and rerouted to prevent future damage and allow maintenance on the tile.  If the drainage tile is not maintained and kept adequate, many acres of cropland will be difficult to farm due to the impact of the excess water that is unable to drain away from the field.  

Wildlife:  The proposed rail line will not only dissect many acres of cropland but will also dissect many acres of wildlife habitat.  The rail line will inhibit the movement of wildlife across its current habitat leading to population shrinkage and separation.  Landowners and producers alike have worked many years to try to increase many of the native wildlife by being sure to not disturb wildlife habits in the area or converting acres to encourage new wildlife habitats to flourish.  

These are just some of the issues that will need to be addressed with a full Environmental Impact study by the Surface Transportation Board for the proposed Great Lakes Basin Railroad.  Thank you for your time and consideration of these issues and the numerous others that local landowners and occupants have put forth to your board.  

Sincerely,
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Alan Hill
Grundy County Soil and Water Conservation District Chairman
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