September 29, 2008

Ms. Phillis Johnson-Ball
Surface Transportation Board 
395 E Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20423 

Ref: STB Finance Docket No. 35087
Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball,

I am writing to express my opposition to the prospective acquisition of the EJ&E line by Canadian National Railway.  I strongly feel that the negative impact this proposed transaction will have on our local communities is immense. The increased number of longer and faster freight trains running through our neighborhoods will result in:

· More accidents and deaths along the rail line

· An increase in automobile traffic gridlock at rail crossings 

· Elevated pollution and noise levels 

· Dangerously longer response times of our Police, Fire and Emergency Medical Teams

· Disruption and/or closure of local business activities 

· Adverse impact on our property values

My family and I have lived in Barrington for almost seven years.  We have three small children and it is a wonderful small community to raise a family.  We are extremely worried of what will happen to our town should CN be allowed to purchase the EJ&E line.  The increased train traffic would decimate our town as we know it.  We have three major areas where the EJ& E line cross the roads just in town within ¾ of a mile from one another.  This is not to also mention the other three places outside of town where the line crosses over.  Even though this is the case, CN has only identified one of these crossings as needing mitigation.

Unless an individual has been in our town to see the effects of a freight train going through our town I’m not sure they can truly understand it.  The residual traffic backups, slower emergency response times and elevated pollution are only a few of the negative effects that we will see.  The potential contamination of our community by hazardous materials from a train derailment only add to the fear of this transaction.  It is my understanding that CN does not have the best safety record.

Simply put, the negative effects on our town far outweigh the benefits that CN would receive.  Our town simply does not have the capacity to handle this increased train traffic and CN is unwilling to help with the costs.  Please don’t let our town be destroyed by allowing this purchase.  This probably sounds extreme but, believe me, it is truly the case.

I want our children to be able to grow up in a community that is safe.  Our town existed before the EJ&E line was in place.  We do not have the infrastructure to handle this increased freight traffic.

Additionally, recent studies by RTA have revealed that a potential overcrowding of the EJ&E lines will also interfere with commuter METRA train lines affecting our ability to get to and from our workplaces in a timely manner. 

I believe that there were many items that were not addressed in the DEIS.  Even so, I think it is obvious that this transaction would greatly harm our community.   Please don’t be fooled by the claims that CN has put forth.  You must look at the effects of this transaction on our town.

Please do not let us be “railroaded” by Canadian National.  We are hopeful that you will make the decision to vote against this acquisition and to help keep our communities safe for us and for future generations.

Respectfully yours,

Shawn, Lynnae Jenkins and family

984 Commonwealth Ct.

Barrington, IL  60010

847-381-1226

