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Hon. Anne K. Guinlan
Acting Secretary

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20423

Dear Secretary Quinlan:

As Ranking Member of the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
Subcommittee on Railroads, Pipelines and Hazardous Materials, I am contacting you regarding
this issue based upon the broad policy and system-wide issues raised by this proceeding.

Rail congestion in the Chicago terminal area has been a major concern for many years. As you
know, one out of every three railcars transported in the United States moves through this
gateway, and the lack of fluidity at this choke-point impacts shippers and carriers in all regions,

I am also aware of the controversy that has arisen over the local community impacts that will be
imposed by the shift of CN’s traffic through the center of Chicago to the proposed EJ&E route
around the City of Chicago. I understand the concerns of those communities that will experience
increased traffic, and 1 believe that the Board’s environmental review process should be used to
identify reasonable mitigation where appropriate to reduce those impacts.

However, the STB should place reasonable time limits on the environmental review process. I
support a prompt resolution of the Board’s environmental process, and the issuance of a decision
regarding this transaction.

Lincerely,

| _ Bill Shuster )
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