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|
The Honorable Vernon A. Williams . q_)J‘)j
Sccretary A l o e
Surface Transportation Board v \ &
1925 K Street NW e

Washington, D.C. 20423
Case#: 2028573
Dear Secretary Williams:

Enclosed please find correspondence from my constituent, Dr. Robert Fitzgerald, President of
the Medina County Environmental Action Association (MCEAA) of Quihi, Texas. The
MCEAA's membership is requesting that the Surface Transportation Board address four
concerns they believe are crucial to the consideration of the Southwest Gulf Railroad Company's
proposed rail line construction in Medina County, Texas.

Please respond to the attached correspondence from the MCEAA. T also ask that you please
provide a copy of your response to my San Antonio District office. My Constituent Liaison,
Gabriel Lozano, will work with me on this case and can be contacted at the number listed below
if you require assistance.

I thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

HB:gl
Enclosure

PLEABE REFLY TO:

WZO WURZBACH, SUITE 300 C] 1300 MaTaMOROS STREET, SUNE 1138 [0 111 EasT BrROARWAY, Surt 101 [J 107 WeaT Avenuc E, #14
San AnTONIO, TX 78230 LameRQ, TX 78040 DEeL Rio, TX 78240 ALPINE, TX 79830
{21D) 697-9055 {068) 7264682 {830) 774-6647 {432} 337-1312

http://www.house.gov/bonilla
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202 CR 450, HONDO, TX 78861 Bhore 8307 41-5040
www.dontmesswithguihi.com Faw B3042G-2060

December 8, 2004

Congressman Henry Bonilla
11120 Wurzbach, Suite 300
San Antonio, Texas 78230
Fax: 210-697-9183

Re:  Proposed Quarry and Rail Linc  Medina County
Vulcan Matcrials Co/Southwest (Gult Railroad
Surface Transporiation Board Finance Docket 34284

Dear Congressman Bonilla:

We respectfully request your awareness and assistance in oblaining answers to the questions and
comments in the cncloscd letter from MCEAA to the Surface Trunsportation Board, We believe these
questions and comments are justified following the public mecting held December 2, 2004, which was
attended by approximarsly 200 citizens, in Hondo, I'exas.

We are requesting that you please submit the enclosed letter (o the Surface Transportalion Board on
our behalf.

We wish 10 thank you for allowing Gabe Lozano to represent you at this very important meeting
concerning a proposed project that will greatly affect the future of Medina County. We truly appreciate
your support of the peoplc in the Quihi area.

Sinccrely,

Dr. Bob Fitzgerald, President

MCEAA, Tng,

MCEA, .%rz,‘ﬁf;w%m Health, W.%W
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Deccember 8, 2004

Victoria Rulson

Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Re: Vulcan Materials/Southwest Gulf Railroad
Medina County Project
Finance Docket 34284

Dear Ms. Rutson:

MCEAA, Tnc, members wish to thank the SEA seclion of STB for your recent visit to 1Tondo. We
appreciate the sincere artention you and your staff as well as members of the URS environmental team
displayed.

On December 3, 2004, mcmbers of the MCEAA, Tne. discussed at length the content of the recent
meeting, We wish to relate to you the following requests and questions. Wc would appreciate answers
as soon as possible to these qucstions.

1. MCLAA wishes to re-emphasize our demand for 2 connected action EIS between the railroad
and the quarry. Seven hundred sixty-six people signed a request that STB study both the quarry and
the rail line because they are connected actions. Thesc two projects are inseparable. As repeatedly
stated (beginning with our initial contact with STB in our Pctition to Revoke) without the rail line
the quarry would not exist. Conversely, without the quarry, the Southwest Guil Railroad rail line
would not exist. As proof, who would build a rail line to nowhere? ST has properly ordercd an
FIS on the rail line. Tt must order an EIS on the quarry, which we all know is a connected action 1o
the sail line, and not a cumulative elTect of the rail line. STB must not shirk its” lawful
respongibility. The environment in Medina Counly must not be jeopardized by default. There is no
other agency, state or federal, that is authorized (o study the cnvironmental impact of the quarry,
which is connected to the rail line.

When will the decision concerning reconsideration of the connected action between the proposed
quarry and SGR bc made?

2. When will MCEAA, Inc. be notified?

3. Who will make this decision, the SEA seclion or some other section or division of
thc STB or another government agency?
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4. As you undoubtedly leamned, there was unanimous agreement {rom thosc
commentors critical of the railroad routes concerning the lack of information on how
problems in many areas would be handled. as well as what the impact would be on the
respective part of the environment. Specifically, we are amazed that STB would not determine
the environmental damage from flooding and trafiic to water sources, and cultural and historic
areas, caused by Lhe railroad.

We are also greatly dismayed that STI3 would even consider issuing a permit to SGR

and then allow SGR to do as they pleased in dealing with these problems. We do not believe the
poorly stated and ill-defined mitigation clauscs in the DEIS will in any way prevent imeparable
environmental damage. Bccausc the DELS is grossly inadequale and leaves so many of our scoping
questions unanswered, we ask, Why is this? Why did the URS Corporation, (a reportedly respeciable
firm), limit it's rescarch and findings in the very sreas we had poiated out? Was it due to a lack of
funding? Or time restrictions illegally imposed by Vulcan and allowed by STB? Certainly these
questions deserve answers, just as we had faith that our scoping comments and questions would be
answered.

We wish to point out that the validity of the cntire URS report has been questioned by the

fact that there may be biased findings duc to a conflict of imerest by URS. As you learned, this firm
also studied the integnty of the Medina Lake Dam, as noted by Will Carter, dircctor of BMA
Corporation, which owns the Mcdina Lake Dam. The impacl of the quarry being on the same (ault
lines as the Medina Lake Dam and the dam’s associated relief wells, nceds carcful and detailed studies.

We also are requesting that you please send a copy of the sign-in list of those attending both meetings,
as well as the list of thosc speaking at bolh meetings, on December 2, 2004.

Sinccerely,

Q. Bot- pgz{% A

Dr. Bob Fitzgerald, President
MCEAA, Inc.

CC: Senator John Comyn
Representative Henry Bonilla
State Senator Frank Medla
Statc Representative Tracy King
Will Carter, BMA

WM l%o.,lﬁtyfcw-.%ln&, Health, M%«qu&



