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1. Impact on Historic and Natural Resources
The 1856 James and Lavinia Forrester farmhouse, listed on the State (and soon National) Register of Historic Places, is located 200 yards from the proposed route, where it crosses Forrester Road. My wife and I restored it as our home between 2014 and 2016—investing a significant portion of our time and savings in the project. We already experience noise and vibration from current rail traffic on the Norfolk Southern line. GLBRL’s target capacity of 110 high-speed trains per day would significantly increase the impact, with trains crossing Forrester Rd on average every 15 minutes!  The near-constant noise from rail traffic and horns at the crossing would be incompatible with the historic setting of this Landmark property. Additional vibration from heavy freight traffic also threatens the structural integrity of the house, including potential damage to masonry and to delicate, original hand-painted plaster ceilings.

The Forrester house site is directly across the road from a Protected Forest, which was also part of the original farm holdings. This 10-acre site is a wildlife and bird habitat abutting the current Norfolk Southern right-of-way that would be negatively impacted by construction and operation of the GLBRL bypass.

2. Impact on Quality of Life
The GLBRL will negatively impact quality of life for residents with homes along the proposed right-of-way. We chose to move to this part of LaPorte County for the beautiful, hilly land and rural lifestyle. Woodlands and bogs still cover much of the area between 421 and Pinola, known as the Swedish Hills. Tree-covered, winding roads connect farms still worked by families that have lived here for generations. The agriculture includes viable orchard operations and horse farms that aren’t typical of Northwest Indiana. Building a 200-ft wide high-speed rail line (with sidings) through this land will diminish the quality-of-life we moved here for. Train noise and exhaust, traffic disruption from road closings and additional grade crossings, and the visual impact of a massive railroad grade (including high fly-overs) cutting through the landscape will destroy the appeal and value of our home properties.

3. Roads and Infrastructure
The proposed railroad grade across existing roads and farmland will require building new bridges, roads and drainage systems. While the construction costs will be covered by Great Lakes Basin Rail Line, the county will carry the burden of maintaining and repairing expensive infrastructure. GLBRL’s plan to extend a branch to Kingsbury would likely require further road improvements to accommodate the anticipated increase in truck traffic as a result. Our local roads and 2-lane State highways aren’t capable of handling the trucks that would be needed to load/unload trains at Kingsbury. Even a modest estimate of 25, 100-car trains/day on the Kingsbury branch would add 2500 trucks/day to local roads.
