
RE: FW: Regulators want more alternatives for Great Lakes railroad alignment
Westlake, Kenneth  to: David.Navecky@stb.dot.gov 07/12/2016 02:16 PM
Cc: "Blonn, Jennifer", "Finocchiaro, Marco" , "Pelloso, Elizabeth"

Dave, Thanks. This is very informative.
Ken

-----Original Message-----
From: David.Navecky@stb.dot.gov [mailto:David.Navecky@stb.dot.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 12, 2016 8:23 AM
To: Westlake, Kenneth <westlake.kenneth@epa.gov>
Cc: Blonn, Jennifer <Blonn.Jennifer@epa.gov>; Finocchiaro, Marco 
<Finocchiaro.Marco@epa.gov>; Pelloso, Elizabeth <Pelloso.Elizabeth@epa.gov>
Subject: Re: FW: Regulators want more alternatives for Great Lakes railroad 
alignment

Good morning, Ken -

The letter is attached.

Thanks,

Dave

Dave Navecky
Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423
202-245-0294
www.stb.dot.gov

(See attached file: EO-2809.pdf)

From:  "Westlake, Kenneth" <westlake.kenneth@epa.gov>
To:  "David.Navecky@stb.dot.gov" <David.Navecky@stb.dot.gov>
Cc:  "Blonn, Jennifer" <Blonn.Jennifer@epa.gov>, "Finocchiaro,

Marco" <Finocchiaro.Marco@epa.gov>, "Pelloso, Elizabeth"
<Pelloso.Elizabeth@epa.gov>

Date:  07/11/2016 01:18 PM
Subject:  FW: Regulators want more alternatives for Great Lakes 
railroad

alignment

Dave,
Could you send EPA a copy of the letter STB issued to the proponents of the 
Great Lakes Basin Transportation project?
Thanks

Regulators want more alternatives for Great Lakes railroad alignment Times, 
The (Munster, IN) - July 9, 2016
*         Author/Byline: Andrew Steele, The Times, Munster, Ind.

EI-25008



*         Section: Financial
July 09--The federal agency charged with regulating railroads has told Great 
Lakes Basin Transportation that it needs to detail alternatives to its 
preferred alignment for a proposed freight railroad around Chicago.

The Surface Transportation Board's Office of Environmental Analysis instructed 
the company in a July 5 letter to submit alternative alignments
-- or explain why there aren't any -- along its 278-mile route from LaPorte to 
Milton, Wisconsin.

"We are proceeding to respond to the board's inquiries," railroad counsel 
Michael Blaszak said Thursday.

The Great Lakes Basin Rail Line would serve as a bypass around Chicago, where 
congestion can cause a freight-rail trip through the city to take as long as 
30 hours, according to the company.

The letter, signed by agency Director Victoria Rutson, said that more than
3,500 comments have been submitted regarding the proposed project since 
scoping meetings were held this spring. Comments will continue to be received 
through Friday.

Many of the comments suggest alternative alignments, according to Rutson's 
letter.

"The alternatives include using underutilized rail routes and existing 
transportation corridors that, in the commenters' view, could minimize impacts 
to farms, homes, and businesses that would result from construction of the 
GLBT's proposed route," Rutson wrote.

The Porter County Commissioners, who have registered their opposition to the 
railroad, are scheduled to discuss an alternate route at their 1 p.m.
meeting Tuesday. The agenda includes a presentation by Bob Cauffman, a member 
of a citizens group fighting the railroad.

Railroad Chairman Frank Patton and President Jim Wilson have said throughout 
the early stages of the planning process that Great Lakes Basin 
Transportation's intent is to minimize the railroads impact on property owners 
along its route.

"We definitely want to be good neighbors," Wilson told The Times Editorial 
Board in May.

The alternatives GLBT will submit to the Surface Transportation Board will be 
included in a draft Environmental Impact Statement, the next step in the 
planning process.

Environmental impact statements generally include several alternatives -- 
including a "no build" option -- as required by the National Environmental 
Policy Act.

The environmental study can't move forward without detailed alternatives, 
according to Rutson: "(I)t appears that consideration of one alignment may not 
allow the Board to meet its obligations under NEPA in this case."

The Office of Environmental Analysis has given GLBT an Aug. 29 deadline to 
submit its study of alternatives.

Liz Pelloso, PWS



Wetland/Environmental Scientist
NEPA Implementation Section
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region 5
77 W. Jackson Blvd. (E-19J)
Chicago, IL 60604

Phone: 312-886-7425
Fax: 312-692-2540
Email: pelloso.elizabeth@epa.gov


