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June 12, 2017
Re: AB_167_1189X
(Ref STB Docket No. AB 167 (Sub-No. 1189)
Letter of Support 
  On behalf of the Board of Trustees of the Historic Jersey City & Harsimus Cemetery, located at 435 
  Newark Avenue, Jersey City, New Jersey, 0730, we submit this Letter of Support regarding the     
  Cultural Resources Report and recommendations of the Harsimus Branch.  We thank and support    
  the Embankment Coalition, who have worked tirelessly to save this historic property from Marin to
  Chestnut Streets and we support the proposed plan for its use as an open space green trailway, with a
  potential for a lightrail line that could increase tourism for both their site and ours.   We completely 
  support the RGA study recommendation that they be listed in the National Register.  
   We greatly thank the Consultants, RGA, Inc. for also including the Historic Jersey City & Harsimus 
   Cemetery in their study, as the Harsimus property comes to direct contact with ours, & we are
   so grateful for their conclusion that our All Volunteer operated site is deemed officially eligible for
   inclusion to the National Register under Criteria A & D. 

 We are a grass roots all volunteer mission who stepped in as a new board of Trustees after the Cemetery was completed abandoned and forgotten back in 2007.  It took time to get approval from the Attorney Generals’ office but in July 2008, we were handed the key to the front gates, and we slowly discovered what a Treasure Chest of Cultural Heritage we had before us… 

With no regular funding or financial support, it has been a long road & hard work with many needed repairs and improvements, & lack of funds had prevented Official studies that we desired, to help us achieve state and national register inclusion.  This status would open a host of new grant opportunities for our Cultural Heritage site to truly grow and prosper, and be preserved for present and future gnerations..  …. However, we have collected many official documents and writings along the way through many sources that address additional historical attributes that the Cemetery has, and we believe could also be eligible under Sections B and C. 
Section B - Persons of Significance.  Before becoming New Jersey’s very first Cemetery Company, the site had a very rich military presence during the Revolutionary War… There are written accounts that Washington recognized the strategic importance of the region (Bergen, Paulus Hook & Harsimus), and the very fact that the French General Marquis De Lafayette came to this site with his troops to assist General Washington & the Continental Army, to Challenge the British, and encamped on our very grounds, we believe is highly significant.  The site has been acknowledged as significant by The American Battlefield Protection Program (ABPP) of the National Park Service,   as well as the Johanna Favrot Fund for Historic Preservation under the National Trust for Historic Preservation.   Locally, there are also many written accounts of the young French General & his troops on our grounds, mostly documents maintained in the NJ room of the Jersey City Library (specifically “Jersey City History “Dutch Explore Tribal Land” document, and in Jersey City issued “Official Anniversary brochures” celebrating the city’s 100th anniversary.   Our Western Ridge that runs the entire western side of the property was the highest point in the city to observe the Hudson River for encroaching British ships as well as monitor the British encampment just blocks below at Paulus Hook.   Even after the British was finally outed in 1783, the threat continued, and our site was again utilized in conjunction with the Fortification built directly across the road at Dickinson High School, with the adjacent Munitions bunker built underground on our property at the time of & during the War of 1812. It still stands today.. (more on this in Section C)
Regarding other Persons of Significance related to the Cemetery, the group of men who founded the Cemetery were among the ‘elite’ of the day, all significant political leaders & founders of Industry in New Jersey.  They all planned the creation of our special site, and hand wrote their plan, their action steps, and created the new “Cemetery Company Constitution and Bylaws”, and ALL of this is documented in a leather bound book from 1830 in original handwriting and all of their original signatures, including the first Bergen (JC) Mayors (Presidents of the Selectmen), plus NYC Mayor David Calawader Colden, the first Hudson County Freeholders, Attorney General, and industry leaders Isaac Edge (1st Industry Mill & Windmill), his son, Isaac Edge Jr., first manufacturer of Pyrotechnics, Charles Durant,  the first US Hot Air Balloonist, the founders of the first two and largest banks, Dudley Gregory, Jonathon Jenkins and Robert Randal, Attorney General Governor John Ogden, Robert Gilchrist, and the list goes on… All of these men drew ‘lots’ and purchased their own large family plots, later including William Colgate of the Colgate Palmolive Company…. And of course the thousands of Veterans who are buried here who fought in the Revolutionary war, War of 1812, Civil War, onward…. We consider them all Significant…. Some of these original Founders & their families are still buried here, but some were reinterred years later at the later built luxurious & larger “Greenwood Cemetery”, which was modeled after Jersey City & Harsimus Cemetery..(as noted by Cemetery historians Richard Veit and Mark Nonestied) – We are lucky enough to be in possession of this marvelous Historic Book, these Founders left this book as a Gift to future generations as far as we are concerned.   Also interred later are the famous Frank Robbins, founder of the first 19th century NJ CIRCUS, and Poet Alice Holmes (Known as ‘The Blind Poetess”, as well as the 20th century famous Italian Artist Renzulli.  
Under Criteria C –Design/ Construction – There are elements that we do not think the Consultants had an opportunity to see, specifically the underground bunker that existed under the entire Western Ridge which was further enhanced by the Cemetery founders, and inlaid with a full marble entrance, & diamond cut marble flooring, to be used as upscale private Burial Vaults in early 1830s.   These were sold originally to William Colgate, and others, but were later purchased back by the Cemetery trustees who then utilized the Crypts as a Large Receiving Vault…. The bunker and Vault has been examined by the Falcon Engineering firm, who validates its age, and has been commented about by Ancient Cemetery historians & authors Richard Veit and Mark Nonestied),.- as “perhaps the largest and most interesting Receiving Vault they have ever seen”.. It is complete with skylights, and ornate ironworks.    There are also approximately 25 blue slate stone pathways within the Cemetery grounds that are approx. 180 years old, which are quite amazing, and several staircases that connect our rolling hills to ground level made of the same colonial blue slate.   In addition, we have an amazing original Gatekeeper House on the property, built in 1831.   This structure is quite significant for its period and is one of the oldest standing structures in Jersey City.   (*We are currently housing Veterans in The Historic Gatekeeper house, who act as Security and Groundskeepers).  We also utilize the ground floor as a Gallery space for fundraising events.   The House has been commented on as a ‘significant example of period architecture, by former Historic Preservation Conservancy President, historian and author John Gomez, as well as examined by Falcon Engineering, who again, authenticate it’s age.   There are also some very beautiful colonial monuments in the Cemetery, which should be noted.   Even the foundation of the once Victorian Greenhouse still stands on the property, where they grew and sold flowers and berries.   ( We are also so fortunate to be in possession of a very early “flower sales receipts book” that reports in original handwriting from early 1800’s that Roses were two cents, Peonies were three cents, and Forget Me Nots were a Penny!)   
To sum up, we are so delighted to be considered eligible but think we may actually meet all four categories of Criteria.    Our colonial plants and bushes, our ancient wildflowers, the wildlife that lives there, all add to the glory of what we have transformed from a formerly ABANDONED & CLOSED Horrendous site, into an active Cultural Heritage Park, offering Green Open Space, and promoting History, Arts, Music, and Education through an active Calendar of events….  We have partnered with several Veteran groups, local Community groups, we’re a member Park of the JC Park Coalition (the cemetery was actually the first park, as it was used for entertainment on weekends with picnics, musicians, magicians, and theatrical performances- so popular they had to use a ticket system for admission!), and we started the first Youth 4-H Club in Jersey City through partnership with Rutgers University Master Gardeners program, & have a beautiful award Winning Garden!  We even have a herd of Goats who assist us 5 months a year on the hilly rougher terrain to eradicate invasive weeds.    
Our Volunteer team have won awards for our preservation work, including the ‘Hometown Hero Award” by the Intrepid Air, Sea, and Space Museum, the 2014 National Oakley Award by the National Association of Gravestone Preservation Studies, the Landmarks Conservancy Preservation Initiative Award, and others, and we are very excited about the possibility of achieving national status for our historic treasure.    
Thank you for taking the time to read this, and Please do not hesitate to contact me at 201 707 0738 with any comments or questions.   

Thank you so very much. 

Very truly yours, 

Eileen Markenstein
President, Board of Trustees

The Historic Jersey City & Harsimus Cemetery

www.jerseycitycemetery.org 
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