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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Docket No. FD 35952 Great Lakes Basin Transportation Corp, LLC Project (GLB). My credentials for comment are as an infrastructure construction engineer professional associated with transportation projects in the Chicago and Midwestern area. I developed and manufactured special precast concrete products for the highway, rail and aviation facilities as an owner and General Manager of Utility Concrete Products, LLC and environmental products as the inventor of StormTrap and President of StormTrap, LLC, that product being provided nationally and internationally.
I will begin by commending GLB for their attempt to cleverly seek to acquire the right to eminent domain to gain an economic market place advantage. GLB has obfuscated that true intent by arguing that their proposed bypass of the Chicago area will serve a greater public convenience and necessity by saving time and congestion. However, alternatives are already in place to address those issues, such as CREATE which is made up of all major stake holders in the Chicago area transportation industry, and communities encompassing existing alternative routes, such as the EJ&E RR, are already incorporating sound walls to mitigate that environmental nuisance.  Furthermore, except for the Canadian Pacific, all other national railroads have robust track systems that bypass the Chicago area to pass through the upper Midwest. The only “greater public convenience and necessity” served by the GLB will be an unfair government granted profit franchise for their private investors.  
The above scenario casts a spot light on the topic of “Environmental Justice”. What justice is there in a private company being granted a right to destroy the environment of peoples and communities in its path way? This is not just a matter of NIMBY, but one of an unjustifiable need being facilitated by government fiat, with the consequences to the human environment being disregarded. We, individual people, depend on our government to protect us from the powerful groups that act only in their own selfish interest. Please do not fail us by not placing the GLB proposal through the most rigorous approval process, and denying it. 
Sincerely,
Philip Burkhart 
9 Shady Grove Lane, Wimberley, TX 78676                                                                                                                                                                                  
 
