Objection to GLB Rail Line Docket #35952EI-24746
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Greetings –

I am a full-time farmer in partnership dba Paarlberg Farms, a family operation.  Our home farm is located in Kankakee County, Illinois, Sumner Township Sections 5 and 8, Home Star Trust # 1053.  This land would be part of the railyard.  I strongly object to this rail line for the following reasons:

Impact on Farms
1. Loss of prime farmland – a valuable asset in a world with a growing population.  Farmland also creates much revenue for the local economy.
2. Relocation for farmers is very difficult.  It takes years to be able to make contacts and rent farms in a new area.  We have farmed in this area for 42 years and still are considered “new to the area.”
3. Every farmer has made improvements to his farm, which takes years and a lot of investment.  We have spent over $1,000 per acre to improve drainage on much of our land, not to mention drilling an irrigation well and installing underground irrigation piping.  No amount of money can replace these efforts.
4. This rail line would create inefficiencies to all of us in moving equipment from farm to farm.  All farmers are spread out and farm as far as 20 miles away in order to farm enough acres to make a living.  Railroads create delays as well as taking acres away from the farm.
5. Kankakee County has many young farmers looking for farmland.  This would just make that much more difficult.  My son, who is a 2015 Purdue graduate, hopes to farm full-time, but without a home farm and enough land, he may not have a chance to do so.

Environmental Concerns
1. Increased truck traffic to railyard; pollution.
2. Derailment concerns – they do happen.
3. Drainage - railways always affect drainage no matter how well they are planned.
4. Noise – trains create noise that carries for two miles.  Currently, this area is still a nice, quiet place to live.
5. It would destroy the peaceful, beautiful Kankakee River State Park.

Property Rights
1. This railroad is for private gain.  It will affect thousands of people, both on a personal and a business level.  Once it is built, the damage cannot be reversed.
2. Most people who own houses and farms that would be taken by the rail line have worked hard to buy and improve these properties and deserve to keep them if they want.  Being forced to sell is just wrong.  We live in a free country.
3. After the rail line is put in, there are no ongoing benefits to the citizens, only additional costs and aggravation.

Other Concerns
1. Even though railways are important, they do not have as much need as they did 100 years ago.  Products often have to be moved quickly, which is better done by trucking.
2. We have plenty of other rail lines that are underutilized.
3. Improvements are being made to reduce delays through the Chicago area rail tracks.
4. Much of the freight ends up in the Chicago area anyway, so why bypass Chicago?
5. No railroads have committed to using this new rail line.

Please vote no on this unneeded rail line.  It has little benefit, but affects many lives.

Sincerely,


Bruce Paarlberg
708-921-3484
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