GREGORY E. STRONG

Ms. Victoria Rutson

Chicf, Scction of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

395 E st. SW

Washington D.C.

20423-0001

January 23, 2008
RE: Finance Docket No: 35095 (Port MacKenzie Rail Extension Project/Alaska)
Dear Ms. Rutson,

At an carlier Assembly Mecting our local clected ofticials were provided with an
“Evaluation Matrix™ for the proposed routes for the Port MacKenzie Rail Extension
Project (Exhibit A). The Matrix reviewed ten (10) categories for cight (8) proposed
routes. A map retlecting each ot the proposed routes is included ( Exhibit B).

What is of concern, and the reason for this Ietter is that the status of the sub surface
geologic estate is NO'T part of the Evaluation Matrix. The proposed Houston South route
runs pertectly parallel for its entive length of travel with the Castle Mountain Earthquake
Fault (Exhibit C). Let me be clear, we’re not talking about the proposed rail line merely
crossing the fault, but rather the proposed route runs directly on top of or directly along
side of the fault from the Susitna River to the Parks Highway. Dr. Peter Hacussler of the
USGS states that this fault could fail at anytime with an expected 7.2 magnitude
earthquake.(1) This fault line has failed every 650-700 ycars for the last 2500 years. The
last time this fault line failed was 650 years ago.

The construction of a portion ot a quarter of a billion dollar rail projeet paid for with
taxpayer dollars on top of a known, well documented and well studied carthquake fault is
something prudent officials, such as your sclf, should avoid.

Even minor quakes could ercate frequent rail alignment failures resulting in numerous,
expensive derailments. Let me urge you to remove from consideration the Houston South
route as it is certainly not a safe, viable, commercial transportation route.

P.O. Box 875169, WasiLA. ALaska 99687
PHoNE: (907) 745-9096 + Fax: (907) 746-6440



Sincercly,

[

'./:
:. Strong Ph.D.

(1) Haeussler, Peter J., Seismic Disturbances of Upper Quaternary Deposits along the
Castle Mountain Fault ncar Houston, Alaska: US Geological Survey Open File
Report 1998

Attachments (3)



WENE  Evaluation Matrix

CRITERION

|
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 ._c‘—

reliminary Cost
PROPOSED ROUTES . Fragme Estimate
Poor or highly | New road Land Developed | Designated mﬁ.;..« Wetands Mapped uo.h.u”_ tor |of design (milions) ®
compressible | crossings | availability’ parcels land uset (horsepower- (acres) amnunqo.soﬁ archeological sitest _.&cn.‘MMn and
i rec on
ﬁo._» (cubic En; #) (acsesimile) # {acres) hours) streams (#) (acres) Binuiait i
Mac West - . 0 0 . R $320
Willow ° * 0 0 0
Mac West - ) . . . 250
Houston North + 0 + + 0 + s
Mac West - Houston . - 0 220
South 0 * ° + 0 0 + 5
Mac West - . . . . R °
Big Lake * - : 0 $290
Mac East - . )
Willow 0 0 0 + + : 0 + + $330
Mac East - )
Houston North - 0 0 + + + 0 0 + $260
Mac East -
Houston South 0 0 + + + 0 + + + + $230
Mac East - . -
Big Lake + . 0 . + . + + $285
1. (+) Positive; (0) Neutral; (-) Negative
2. Criteria not weighted / Routes are unranked
3. Large parcels of undevéloped land owned by State of Alaska MSB, University of Alaska, Mental He~'h T nt ~md Alaslo Mathos commoomtio -
4. Lands that are designated for parks, refuges, residential, or agricultural uses
5.

Costs do not include approximately $10 million for loop track construction within the port (all alternz
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