Submission Number: FD-30186-000328

Received: 9/23/2015 7:23:06 PM

Commenter: Colin Lauderdale

Organization: Northern Plains Resource Council
State: Montana

Agency: Surface Transportation Board
Initiative: Tongue River Railroad

Submission Text

Please accept the attached comments from members of the Western Organization of Resource Councils. These
comments are 509 individual actions taken from 509 individuals, and should be considered as such. Thank you.
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Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Kevin Dowling

1825 10th Street West
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
James Patten

1041 Strawberry Ave
Billings, MT 59105



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Mary Alderson

PO Box 487

Birney, MT 59012

(406) 984-6277



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Ann Nagel

1385 Golden Gate Ave

Bozeman, MT 59718

(406) 600-1792



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Monica Berchan

P O Box 3152

Bozeman, MT 59772

(H) 406-585-1674 or (C) 801-864-6409



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Monica Berchan

P O Box 3152

Bozeman, MT 59772

(H) 406-585-1674 or (C) 801-864-6409



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Susan (Elli) Elliott

P. O. Box 1042

Red Lodge, MT 59068

(406) 425-0562



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Walter Kirn

405 W Boulder Rd
McLeod, MT 59052



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Nancy Carrel

29 Red Bluff Loop

Birney, MT 59012

(406) 984-6237



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

There are many reasons | oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad. These
reasons are very strong logical and rational arguments that should cause the STB to take
the “no action alternative.”

This proposed railroad would be built to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at
a time when coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter
Creek mine is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Please say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Jonathan Matthews

1633 Flowerree St.

Helena, MT 59601

(406) 447-4351



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Lydia Garvey

429 S. 24th Street
Clinton, OK 73601



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

John Brainard

519 Third Ave. SE #205

Minneapolis, MN 55414

(612) 331-6050



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad. | beg the STB to recognize the “no
action alternative” as the rational choice.

Coal exports only help Asian economies and giant coal companies while they hurt
everyday Americans who have to live with the effects of coal mining and transport.

The Tongue River Railroad can only be built if it uses the power of federal eminent domain
to condemn up to 90 miles of private land for the sole purpose of exporting coal from
southeastern Montana. When the world is transitioning away from fossil fuels, it's ludicrous
to build a new rail line to a proposed largest new coal strip mine in North America. This
mine would produce 2.5 billion tons of greenhouse gas carbon emissions during its life,
and lock us into over half a century of coal dust, increased train traffic, diesel exhaust,
derailments, decreased property values, delayed emergency services, millions in
infrastructure costs.

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

My own town, between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals,
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only hurt those of us who live along the rail line, purely for the
benefit of private coal companies and Asian energy users.

Thank you,
Jon Kohn

Jon Kohn
2902 Thousand Oaks Street
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Jon Kapecki

161 Crosman Terrace

Rochester, NY 14620

(585) 442-3202



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Leo Leckie

PO Box 84
Gardiner, MT 59030



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Duane Catlett

10 Sidewinder Loop

Montana City, MT 59634

(406) 422-5258



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Elli Hawks

PO Box 188

Melville, MT 59055

(406) 537-4452



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Elli Hawks

PO Box 188

Melville, MT 59055

(406) 537-4452



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

James Davis

2004 Phoebe Drive

Billings, MT 59105

(406) 259-3452



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Julia Childs

PO Box 133

Roscoe, MT 59071

(406) 328-6883



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Taylor Orr

4099 Old Bear Lane
Stevensville, MT 59870



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Robert McKelvey

1740 Madeline Avenue

Missoula, MT 59801

(406) 543-5996



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

June Persons

1420tter Creek Rd

Ashland, MT 59003

59003



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

janet mcmillan

10120 sunset hill road

greenough, MT 59823

(406) 244-0300



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,
| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

This proposal makes absolutely zero sense in all aspects.

Thank you,
L. Jack Lyon

L.Jack Lyon
Box 9045
Missoula, MT 59807

(406) 542-2669



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Bob Hilten

PO Box 1107
Columbus, MT 59019



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Glenn Moyer

353 Meadow Wood Lane

Souderton, PA 18964

(215) 723-0888



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Pam Kemmick

640 Alderson Avenue
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Wayne Tomicich

PO Box 644
Red Lodge, MT 59068



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Laurie Barnard

PO Box 1658
Red Lodge, MT 59068



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Michele Hargadon

1097 North Jenni Road
Lewistown, MT 59457



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Elizabeth Madden

108 S. 9th Street
Livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

It is simply savage to rape, pillage and plunder to get a product that will never get into a
furnace in Asia. Coal, today, it's the icon of gross stupidity.

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
William Crain

711 1/2 Terry Ave
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Joan Brownell

P. O. Box 600

Fishtail, MT 59028

(406) 254-2601



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Joseph Hoch

123 S. Adams

Red Lodge, MT 59068

(406) 850-2114



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Tedine Roos

3706 NW 129th Circle
Vancouver
Vancouver, WA 98685

(360) 326-4253



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Mary Ellen Wolfe

420 West Curtiss

Bozeman, MT 59715

(406) 209-6545



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Deborah Muth

39 Lightning Lane

Red Lodge, MT 59068

(406) 446-9850



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Jessica Anderson

1306 Pinnacle Star St.

Bozeman, MT 59715

(406) 850-3997



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Jean McAllister

3840 Rimrock Rd #1207
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Claire Coleman

1302 24th Street West, #207

Billings, MT 59102

(406) 656-6018



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while Montana farmers and ranchers face federal condemnation of their private land if the
Tongue River Railroad is permitted. Just say no the Tongue River Railroad.

Thank you,

Becky Mitchell

Becky Mitchell
3124 Amelia Circle
Billings, MT 59106

(406) 425-1757



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Carol Marsh

420 E. Front St #2
Missoula, MT 59802



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Geraldine Jennings

317 Fox Drive

Great Falls, MT 59404

(406) 452-3476



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Becky Grey

PO Box 1621

Red, MT 59068

(406) 425-3250



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Dolores Andersen

1204 Ponderosa Dr

Missoula, MT 59802

4064930606



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Kathy Sinnott

PO Box 1112 (104 E. Y. Ave)
Big Timber, MT 59011



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Linda Beischel

2555 Ferndale Lane, Apt 105

Helena, MT 59601

(406) 431-6672



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Tom Heald

2714 W. Bridger
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Dena Hoff

426 Road 261

Glendive, MT 59330

406-687-3645



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Don Bianchi

707 Minnesota Street, #B

Belgrade, MT 59714

(406) 388-0054



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Kevin Dohr

128 S 6th St W

Missoula, MT 59801

(406) 541-2727



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Heidi Anderson

319 W Main St.

Gardiner, MT 59030

(406) 641-0960



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Kurt Voight

PO Box 543

Nye, MT 59061

(406) 328-6193



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Renee Evanoff

342 Rock Creek Road

Emigrant, MT 59027

406 223-5224



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Jeffrey Smith

105 Channel Drive

Missoula, MT 59804

(406) 880-8320



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Anne Vandehey

PO Box 215

Wolf Creek, MT 59648

(406) 235-4281



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Paula Berg

802 Lewis Ave

Billings, MT 59102

503-473-4663



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Sharon Williams

1043 N 23rd Apt 1
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Derek Goldman

1759 S 7th St W

Missoula, MT 59801

(406) 721-3218



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Joel G. G. Vignere

PO Box 194

Lakeside, MT 59922

(406) 844-3479



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Eleanor Parker

710 11th Avenue

Helena, MT 59601

4064615408



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Sarah FitzGerald

Sarah FitzGerald
3514 3rd Ave. S.
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Virjeana Brown

720 Northern Pacific Ave

Belgrade, MT 59714

(406) 388-1833



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

William Clarke

1330 Lower Lincoln Hills Dr.

Missoula, MT 59802

(406) 549-6214



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Rick McAdam

PO Box 194

YNP, WY 82190

(307) 344-7414



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

James Davis

2004 Phoebe Drive

Billings, MT 59105

(406) 259-3452



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Patricia Dunkum

601 E Beckwith Ave
Missoula, MT 59801



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine, at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Randy Parthe

P. O. Box 164
Fishtail, MT 59028



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Caitlin Hall

1140 Harvard Ave
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Kyle Martens

206 N Grand Ave
Bozeman, MT 59715



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Catherine DeMets

7949 Hamilton Meadows Rd

Verona, WI 53593

(608) 466-0070



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Laura Ferguson

1016 N Warren Street

Helena, MT 59601

(406) 442-4690



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
sandy haney

2405 granite ave
billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Susanne O'Connor

709 S 15th Ave
Bozeman, MT 59715



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Beth Hutchinson

PO Box 1785
Red Lodge, MT 59068



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Bruce Moffatt

545 Rural Ave. SE
Salem, , OR 97302



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Carl Anderson

1708 43rd St. West

Billings, MT 59106

(406) 655-0935



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
lynn patrick doyle

512 W. Clark St.
Livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Lowell Chandler

120N 2nd St E
Missoula, MT 59803



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Wade Sikorski

1511 Hwy 7

Baker, MT 59313

(406) 775-6378



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Tom Tercek

P.O. Box 226

Gardiner, MT 59030

(406) 224-0194



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Kate Phillips

P.O. Box 226

Gardiner, MT 59030

406-224-0194



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Gary Felton

2250 Latham St

Apt 15

Mountain View, CA 94040



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

William Geer

6135 Delarka Dr

Lolo, MT 59847

406-396-0909



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

William Milton

PO Box 629

Roundup, MT 59072

406-323-1771



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Susana Sweeters

2434 Indian School NW

Albuquerque, NM 87104

(505) 242-1847



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Joseph Splinter

1034 Yale Ave.
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
shanna webb

705 w. geyser st
livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Nellie Israel

PO Box 76

Joliet, MT 59041

(406) 962-3530



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Dawn Benson

103 Windsor Circle South

Billings, MT 59105

(406) 245-3605



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

There is no excuse for allowing the Tongue River Railroad. Let me repeat this as it is very
critical for you to understand: there is *no* excuse for allowing the Tongue River Railroad.

Your only option is for STB to take the “no action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you and put an end to this ridiculous scheme.
Robert Brigham

16 Second Street
Montana City, MT 59634



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Cate Campbell

1001 E. Broadway St. #2-206

Missoula, MT 59802

406-626-4343



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. There is more than
enough coal being produced by existing mines to meet current demand. The Otter Creek
mine is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

SUSANN Beug

178 hwy 78

Red Lodge, MT 59068

406-425-1010



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Eliza Goode

902 Peter Koch Tower
Bozeman, MT 59715



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Charles Nerud

PO Box 118

Circle, MT 59215

(406) 485-2403



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
William Jones

1388 West Lakeshore Drive
Whitefish, MT 99201



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Ann Jones

820 N Post St #101
Spokane, WA 99201



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Marta Meengs

107 North Ave W

Missoula, MT 59801

4062075252



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Cindy Webber

Cindy Webber

1140 Boulder Rd

Big Timber, MT 59011

(406) 932-6213



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Dick Forehand

PO Box 1107

Red Lodge, MT 59068

(406) 861-7454



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Susan (Elli) Elliott

P. O. Box 1042

Red Lodge, MT 59068

(406) 425-0562



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Sierra Robatcek

1433 West A Street
Moscow, ID 83843



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Gayle Joslin

2763 Grizzly Gulch

Helena, MT 59601

(406) 442-6987



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Marilyn Hill

PO BOX 160277

Big Sky, MT 59716

(406) 995-4238



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Cole Mannix

Cole Mannix

1601 N. Benton Ave.

Helena, MT 59625

(406) 544-6769



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Darlene Grove

PO Box 77

Stevensville, MT 59870

406-777-2423



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
James Van Dinter

12088 W. Tidewater Dr.
Boise, ID 83713



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Muriel Roberts
545 1/2 S 19th Ave
Address Line 2
Pocatello, ID 83201

208-232-5424



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Alida Bockino

1104 Pine Crest Road
Moscow, ID 83843



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

joana kirchhoff

16626 Bridger Canyon Dr

Bozeman, MT 59715

(503) 280-9880



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Elaine French

114 Wall St., PO Box 9320
Ketchum, ID 83340



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Tom maresca

160 s 50 w
Burley , ID 83318



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Rachel Heath

7834 n matlock ave
Boise, ID 83714



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
David Neumann

22425 S CARROLL DR
WORLEY, ID 83876



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust. As a resident of Idaho, | adamantly
oppose this proposed railroad which would run through northern Idaho, subjecting it to the
above-mentioned health, environmental and economical risks, with no benefits to be had!

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Linda Caufield

1798 S Barlow
Boise, ID 83709



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Rachel Caudill

852 Harold St
Moscow, ID 83843



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts everyone else. Just say no the Tongue River Railroad.

Thank you,
Todd Davis

5046 W. Parsons Drive
Boise, ID 83714



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

James Davis

2004 Phoebe Drive

Billings, MT 59105

(406) 259-3452



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
James Van Dinter

12088 W. Tidewater Dr.
Boise, ID 83713



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Donald Iddins

435 Snowberry Lane
Sandpoint, ID 83864



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Diane Ringler

4216 Mountain View Drive
Island Park, ID 83429



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

L. Geraghty

1861 E Raintree Drive
n/a

Boise, ID 83712



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Jake Anderson

420 High St
Winston-Salem, NC 27106



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Lydia Garvey

429 S. 24th Street
Clinton, OK 73601



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Dennis Robinson

842 Rim View Ln. E
Twin Falls, ID 83301



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Denise dombrowski

816 n division
sandpoint, ID 83864



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Martha Bost

912 E Front Ave
Coeur D'Alene, ID 83814



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

The United States is no longer the frontier nation that existed 150 years ago when
sweeping and far-reaching rights and benefits were awarded to railroads to move
civilization westward. Railroads should no longer have the rights of condemnation and
taking over prime agriculture and ranch land in order to facilitate their operations. Another
railroad - especially an oil-burner carrying coal - will foul the air and land through Montana
and northern ldaho, with imperceptible compensation. Should this venture be allowed,
Idaho, e.g., should receive huge financial compensation in order to clean up the residue of
diesel fuel and coal refuse left by the trains. The best solution is to continue your "no
action alternative."

Thank you,
Steven K Berg

11279 W. Stepney St.
Boise, ID 83709



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
clarence bolin

918 ranch road
boise, ID 83702



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Alida Bockino

1104 Pine Crest Road
Moscow, ID 83843



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,
Please protect individual property rights.

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Michael Dorey

2904 North Selkirk Drive
Boise, ID 83702



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Bill Ventre

1315 W. Jefferson St., #3
Boise, ID 83702



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Hattie Goodman

4581 Colburn Culver Rd
SANDPOINT, ID 83864



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Franklin Burke

770 W Blue Downs St
Meridian, ID 83642



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Shawna Kennaly

156 Shiras Dr
Sandpoint, ID 83864



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Elisabeth Ratcliff

6121 North Fountain Lane
Garden City, ID 83714



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Gifford Studley

304 A st
Moscow, ID 83843



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

At a time when CO2 in the air is over 400ppm, mining and burning additional coal is
unconscionable. Considering that Otter Creek strip mine would contribute more coal for
an estimated 55 year period, your refusal to support the Tongue River Railroad makes
great sense.

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Robert Sandberg
6926 SE Morrison St.
Portland, OR 97215



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Allyson Unzen

251 N Camp Bay Rd.
Sagle, ID 83860



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Lillie Hawkins

607 S Division Ave
Sandpoint, ID 83864



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
robert greene

6535 n fenwick
pdx, OR 97217



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Kelly Horn

3324 Country Lane
Kuna, ID 83634



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Ted Stout

310 First St.
Picabo

Bellevue, ID 83313



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Jessica Funston

1820 NE 10th St
Lincoln City, OR 97367



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Jerry Jayne

1568 Lola Street
Idaho Falls, ID 83402



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Jima Rice

Box 2124
Ketchum, ID 83340



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Kill King Koal. This rapacious industry does no one, save those who mine and transport
the coal, any good ... whatsoever. Stop the mining. Stop the exporting of the stuff. Stop
the greenhouse gas effects of the stuff. Stop the destruction of mountaintops in WV and
the grasslands of WY. JUST STOP IT! GEEZZUSSS!

Thank you,

Jeffrey Wise

P. O. Box 1488

516 N. Hauser St.
Red Lodge, MT 59068



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| have been following the coal mining issue and have concluded that continued mining of
this fossil fuel can only result in more health problems and unnecessary deaths.Therefore,
| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Patricia Rathmann

219 N Lieuallen
Moscow, ID 83843



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Doug Clegg

3422 Airport Rd
Nampa, ID 83687



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Matt Clark

2132 W. Grassy Branch
Meridian, ID 83646



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Alison Voinot

10745 Durland Ave NE

Seattle, WA 98125

206-417-2820



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Chuck Link

5920 W. Hill Road
Boise, ID 83703



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Cliff and Pearl Bove

115-34 166th Street
Jamaica, NY 11434



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Peter Lockwood

PO Box 7078
Ketchum, ID 83340



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| adamantly oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take
the “no action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Stacee Anderson

14608 n. Tormey Rd.
Nine mile falls, WA 99026



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Paul Dukes

594 Gold Mountain Drive
Sagle, ID 83860



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Gloria Ray

7483 Rapid Lightning Rd.
Sandpoint, ID 83864



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Andrea Olsen

po box 306
new meadows, ID 83654



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Aimee Moran

2801 Starlington Drive
Boise, ID 83712



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Margrit von Braun

1075 Snow Rd
Moscow, ID 83843



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| write to you as a resident of Sandpoint, Idaho, one of the communities heavily impacted
by rail traffic. We are the "funnel” for all trains heading to the West Coast. My specific
comments can be found in paragraphs 3 and 4. | concur with all other points addressed in
this comment.

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day. | understand that railroad owners
typically contribute 5% to the infrastructure upgrades needed for a project like this. Our
community does not begin to have the financial resources to pay the other 95%. How will
your Board use its power to define upgrades necessary and require/enforce the railroad
owners to pay for safety upgrades related in increased trail use in our area?

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust. Sandpoint has the only Amtrak station in
all of Idaho. Amtrak trains already run at the mercy of the freight train schedule,
experiencing frequent and often lengthy delays on rail sidings. How will you address this
threat to Amtrak's ability to provide rail service all across the northern tier of the United
States? And how will you ensure that citizens who depend on Amtrak services will still
have access to train travel?

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,



Mary Toland
667 Meadowview DR
Sagle, ID 83860



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
suzanne jewell

502 sandpoint ave
sandpoint, ID 83864



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine to domestic and
foreign coal to energy markets. The Otter Creek mine is clearly connected to the railroad’s
construction.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a long-term domestic coal market for high-
sodium Otter Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction
of a rail line that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined and burned for energy, would contribute to the carbon
dioxide burden in the planet's atmosphere and would likely become a significant source of
mercury to the biosphere. The huge volumes of ash residue resulting from burning this
coal will also have to be managed (or should be managed) as a solid waste.

This archaic source of energy can and should be replaced by much safer and efficient
energy sources. Can you help identify the safer and more efficient energy sources? They
do exist, but how can we work together to select the best options and bring them online?

Also, if this burden of added trains occurs, how will the interests of farmers and ranchers
be realized, e.g., the availability of trains and rail space to move their products to market?

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer other consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic as well,
including lower property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air
pollution from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

Additionally, how will Amtrak be accommodated if the added coal (and oil) trains occupy
the rails? Because priority is given to moving freight, Amtrak already has difficulty
maintaining a reliable schedule in nearby Sandpoint, the only Amtrak station in ldaho.

The TRR and coal exports almost exclusively benefit private coal companies and Asian
energy users while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Please say no the
Tongue River Railroad.

Thank you,
Douglas C. Toland
667 Meadowview Drive



Sagle, Idaho 83860

Douglas Toland
667 Meadowview DR
Sagle, ID 83860



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

money for the mining company, pollution for the area, pollution for the people living next to
the railroad, pollution for the people of Asia, no domestic benefit whatsoever, except to the
owner of the mine. Hey guys -- Think solar, think wind, NOT more coal.

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Anne Meurer

1594 Upper Pack River Rd
Sandpoint, ID 83864



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
dave heep

p 0 box 513
ponderay, ID 83852



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Susan Bistline

410 E Parkside Dr
Hayden, ID 83835



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
victoria fuller

e dufort rd
sagle, ID 83860



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Gretchen Arguedas

1301 N 14th Street
Boise, ID 83702



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| live in Birch Bay, WA, an area that is the traditional territory of the Coast Salish people. |
belong to a group called Save Birch Bay that is in opposition to the proposed Gateway
Pacific Terminal that would be built approximately 3 miles from my home and would rest
on the beautiful shoreline of Xwe'chi'‘eXen (Cherry Point). Our group has done extensive
research on the proposed terminal and the effects of the coal industry from mining,
transporting to the Pacific Northwest, shipping and burning overseas. Regarding coal
trains, here is some of the information on adverse impacts that we feel cannot be
mitigated:

Diesel engines produce toxic 2.5 micron diesel particulate emissions that are breathed
deeply into the lungs

According to BNSF, each coal car can lose as much as 500 pounds of toxic coal dust en
route. Even empty coal cars release substantial coal dust emissions

After studying the medical research, the American Lung Association and over 200
Whatcom County doctors concluded that there is no “safe threshold” of exposure to these
toxins.

Exposure to these toxins causes increased risk of cancer, cardiac and pulmonary
problems including heart attacks, strokes, asthma, and impaired lung development in
children and adolescents.

Round-the-clock noise from diesel engines would cause inescapable noise pollution. Noise
pollution causes cardiovascular disease including high blood pressure and strokes,
cognitive impairment and lower academic achievement in children, sleep disturbance, and
mental health problems.

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line



that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Dena Jensen

7446 Seashell Way
Blaine, WA 98230



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Mary Lou Ebeling-Tweet

453 Double Circle Lane
FORT BENTON, MT 59442



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Michael Jackson

2500 S 272nd St Apt. c42
kent, WA 98032



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Nancy Eberle

1144 39th ct se
Tumwater, WA 98501



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.” And | vote and follow these issues and the politicians involved closely.

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust. Many of these communities are in pristine
and tourist-economy areas. It is not in our best interest in any way to move forward on this
plan.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. | say no the Tongue River Railroad.

Thank you,
Liz Stone

422 S 12th
Livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am in favor of the Tongue River Railroad. Hey it creates jobs, helps the economy, and it
Is shipped to China. What more could we ask for?

Thank you,

Randall G. Hansen

Randall Hansen
8912 Ridge Trall
Sturgis, SD 57785



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Jeff Sekavec

1241 cottonwood blvd
billings, MT 59105



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Susan marston

19023 Walling Circle
west Linn, OR 97068



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Leon Scott

1464 Hill Spring Rd
Bellingham, WA 98226



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Douglas Smith

1000 32nd Street
Bellingham, WA 98225



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
That also represents a large amount of fossil fuels wasted on export and infrastructure
since both the US and China have committed to reducing carbon emissions significantly in
the next several years.

So other nations will have to buy the coal and build more furnaces to pump the toxic
smoke and ash back into the jet stream for settling back on our continent. This is a really
dumb idea. Workers on the mining site will be exposed to toxins which will be transmitted
into the clothes of their families and families of the community as they share laundry
machines at local laundromats and at home. They may also be exposed to earthquakes
which lead to mine collapses. This proposal is really dumb.

Even the government doesn't stand to make any material gains from the wholesale sellout
of the Earth. How dumb? We pay the taxes for you to selll us and our entire world out to a
few other dummies so they can strike paydirt and move off to some tropical island
probably recruiting teen sex slaves for their friends and vip visitors while they enjoy
expensive liquors and cigars. Toast! To dumb!

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad. It makes you the smart cookie, in a sea of ding-a-lings.

Thank you,



Brian johnson

16994 Se Fragrance Ave

mere blocks from the vagrant coal along the river and rail line
Portland, OR 97267



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Michael Stathatos

1121 Riverside Drive
Washougal, WA 98671



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Martha Stevenson

PO Box 1878
White Salmon, WA 98672



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Ken Crawbuck

37 Blue Camas Lane
Friday Harbor, WA 98250



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Karen Caspers-Curl

PO Box 1
Naselle, WA 98638



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Alona Steinke

P.O. Box 822393
Vancouver, WA 98682



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Rose Bolach

122 n 5th ave

Bozeman , MT 59715

(406) 224-5252



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust. How can you continue to sicken more and
more of us and expect approval???

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Dorethea Simone
2828 NE Everett St
Unit 20

Camas, WA 98607



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Carol Carver

541 W Birnie Slough Rd
Cathlamet, WA 98612



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
David Dehlendorf

165 Byron Rd.
Friday Harbor, WA 98250



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Gerald Lee

10635 N Foxview Dr
Northport, Ml 49670



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Stacia Boston

19430 NW Melrose Dr
Portland, OR 97229



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
shane daugherty

87996 hill creek In
bandon, OR 97411



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Earleen Stanwaity

117 Custer Ave.
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users--
both of whom, as well as everyone else, really should be investing in and/or switching to
alternative technologies anyhow--while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line.
Please just say no to the Tongue River Railroad.

Thank you,
Mark Rawlins

4414 Ne 21st
Portland, OR 97211



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
georgia johnston

13935 SW Secretariat Ct
Beaverton, OR 97008



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Gary Chase sr.

23614 maranatha way
arlington, WA 98223



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
June Dean

4390Patterso Dr.,#275
Diamond Springs, CA 95629



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Naomi Berg

1115 SE Rex St
Portland, OR 97202



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| stand with the Northern Plains Resource Council in opposition to the proposed Tounge
River Railroad.

Although I live in Idaho, the wilderness experience of Montana is also dear to my heart,
and so it is heartbreaking to see how the pursuit of unsustainable energy resources are
chronically prioritized, to the detriment of resources which have inherent value. Those
whose livlihoods depend on unbroken landscapes, those who seek spiritual renewal in the
land, those who care about habitat, those who care about human health, and many more
with diverse concerns, beg our voices NOW begin to trump the deep pockets of mining
companies.

Climate change is the threat of my generation: this railroad is clearly connected to coal
mining interests. Not only will it be an abettor of global warming, it will only become more
and more obsolete as people NOW begin seeking alternatives to oil, coal, and gas. IT
WILL BE A REGRET, a mess to clean up, and the clean up will be left to locals, not to the
ultimate benefactors of the railroad, i.e. the mining companies.

| urge the STB to take the “no action alternative.”

Thank you.

Ann K. Ford
2522 N. 29th St
Boise, ID 83702

208-344-4675



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
June Dean

4390Patterso Dr.,#275
Diamond Springs, CA 95629



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Heather Chapin

7126 N.Interstate Ave
Portland, OR 97217



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Christine VanDerwill

3371 West 36th Ave
Denver, CO 80211



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Deirdre Gabbay

120 W Smith St
Seattle, WA 98119



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Andrea sime

Boothe park road
Coeur d Alene, ID 83814



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Amelia Hagen-Dillon

937 Cooper St
Missoula, MT 59802



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Bo Wages

795 elochoman valley rd.
cathlamet, WA 98612



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| strongly oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the
“no action alternative.”

This arrogant proposal plans to wield the sword of eminent domain, solely to benefit a
huge coal company and the excessive resource consumption of its supposed Asian
markets. This railroad would have huge negative impacts for citizens and communities
across Montana and the Pacific Northwest. It would condemn private property and isolate
increasingly essential wildlife habitat. It would foment extensive safety and human health
concerns all along the route of the 18 to 26 coal trains a day - noise and hearing loss,
asthma and related diseases from coal dust and diesel fumes, increased traffic
congestion, and the danger of train derailments.

Beyond this, the rail line would allow development of a huge proposed mine, causing
environmental degradation and contributing to global greenhouse gas emissions for the
next 55 years. Every stage of the process - mining the coal, transporting it by rail,
transporting it by ship, and burning it - has negative impacts on an already stressed planet,
and its inhabitants.

Except for the few individuals who might benefit financially from this exploitative,
speculative plan, it would be in the best interests of everyone in this country and this world
to oppose - and stop - this railroad.

Sincerely,

Shane Sater

Shane Sater

P.O. Box 601
Bonners Ferry, ID 83805



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Joan Brownell

P. O. Box 600

Fishtail, MT 59028

(406) 254-2601



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,
Hello,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

| am a Railroad Fan. | love trains. I'm serious.
But too much of anything is not good.

The noise pollution alone in my town of Sandpoint, Idaho is already extreme from the
many trains that come through this bottleneck section of the rail lines. Adding more trains
to this mix would put it well over the painful level for everyone living in towns like
Sandpoint all the way to the coast.

And then add to that the exhaust, coal dust and leakages from the constant stream of
trains. And then there is the ever increasing risk of a major accident right in our town
which could do huge damage to property, health and the ecology of our pristine Lake Pend
Oreille and Sand Creek.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line.

Please just say no to the Tongue River Railroad.
Thank you,
Mike Jewell

Sandpoint, ID

Michael Jewell
502 Sandpoint Ave
Sandpoint, ID 83864



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Anne Christensen

35234 Hazel Street
St. Helens, OR 97051



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Finally, Oregonians and Washingtonians are united together in opposing the export of coal
and other fossil-fuel based fuels through ports in their States, and will join Montanans in
actively resisting this effort.

Thank you,
Craig Loftin

1525 SW Park Avenue
Portland, OR 97201



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
C H White

4316 SE 26th Ave
Portland , OR 97202



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Dixie Sutton

11137Rhine River Court
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
debra poscharscky

16005 east burnside street
portland, OR 97233



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Georgia Opheim

221 E 14th Street
The Dalles, OR 97058



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Chris Baker

1103 Polk st
oregon city, OR 97045



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Kevin Scott

5851 Whisper Wood Road
Knoxville, TN 37918



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

| live adjacent to the BNSF railroad line in Vancouver and | do not want coal or oil trains
passing my home.

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Charles Tomlinson

520 SE Columbia River Drive
#332

Vancouver, WA 98661



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Susan Guerin

2752 W Spur
Warm Springs, OR 97761



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Evelyn Moore

2216 NE Clackamas St.
Portland, OR 97232



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Lissa Coleman

3051 Glendale Ave.
Redwood City, CA 94063



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Eugenia Salvatore
PO box 954

312 3rd St.

Lafayette , OR 97127



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Steve Sanders

5829 NE 19th Ave
Portland, OR 97211



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Linda Garland

13120 SE Wiese Rd
Damascus, OR 97089



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Darly Morgan

3101 Bennett Creek RD
Cottage Grove, OR 97424



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Martha Stevenson

PO Box 1878
White Salmon, WA 98672



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Edwin Wilder

202 cascade ave
hood river, OR 97031



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Kristin Knight

1005 SE 14th Ave
103

Portland, OR 97214



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Alona Steinke

P.O. Box 822393
Vancouver, WA 98682



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Harry Gerecke

10220 SW 1°27th St
Vashon, WA 98070



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Page Atcheson

9025 N Berkeley
Portland, OR 97203



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
carolyn williams

3322 NE 127th Ave
portland, OR 97230



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Nancy Pfeiler

448 Sunwood Dr NW
Salem, OR 97304



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Helen Goché

401 NE Bridgeton Road
Slip A

Portland, OR 97211



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Marilee Hoffman
1515 Miles ave
15th street W
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

We urge STB to choose the No Action Alternative to the proposed construction of the
Tongue River railroad, which we vehemently oppose!

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this critical issue.

Sincerely,
Mary and David Dudley

Mary and David Dudley
P.O. Box 37
Ola, ID 83657



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Derek Gendvil
Las Vegas

Derek Gendvil
9030 W. Sahara Ave. #360
Las Vegas, NV 89117



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
lee snow

box 272
north plaiins, OR 97133



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| stand in strong opposition to the draft EIS for the Tongue River Railroad and urge no
action on the railroad. This EIS would lead to a permit and runs counter to the President’s
Clean Power Plan and states’ responsibilities to comply with the plan to reduce polluting
greenhouse gas emissions. It flies in the face of state, national and global efforts to face
head on the problem of climate change —our number one public health problem.

The Tongue River Railroad will slice through productive ranch and farm land. Agriculture is
one of Montana’s top industries. The lives and livelihoods of countless Montanans depend
on it. The railroad will run roughshod over farming and ranching in favor of King Coal
whose reign is about done and Arch Coal’'s mine near Otter Creek that does not even
exist.

Clean water is the very lifeblood of Montana farmers and ranchers. Sadly, this past
legislative session, state legislators passed a couple of bad bills that jeopardize
downstream water quality in favor of Arch Coal. This includes a new law that greatly
reduces the effectiveness of the TMDL process. Another includes mixing upstream
pollution into what's considered natural downstream. We need to act ‘upstream’ before
these laws can even benefit the corporation and harm hard working farmers and ranchers.
Do not approve the draft EIS or permit the railroad.

| represent Helena and East Helena, Montana. Coal trains cut right through both
communities, and as it is they already compromise the public health and safety of the
residents. The Tongue River RR would multiply the number of trains and increase the risk.

Finally, federal action in favor of this railroad would do a great disservice to the public
interest, convenience and necessity. Coal has overextending its welcome in the market.
According to an article recently in the Billings Gazette, Arch Coal is about to be delisted
from the New York Stock Exchange because it's consistently traded for less than $ 1 a
share. Its per share stock price was 45 cents recently. Arch lost $558 million in 2014 and
$641 million in 2013. Its long term debt exceeds $5 billion. Compare this scenario with
renewable energy. In the last 10 years since Montana’s Renewal Energy Standard has
been in effect, renewable energy has created 100 jobs a year totally 1,000 jobs. That job
growth is expected to continue through 2020. And it's pumped $17 million dollars into the
gross state product.

| urge you to permit avenues to further the development and use of renewable energy, and
not waste time and resources keeping coal on life support. Please do not approve the EIS
for the Tongue River Railroad. Thank you.

Sincerely,



Representative Mary Ann Dunwell, Montana House District 84

Mary Ann Dunwell
2520 Lookout Circle
Helena, MT 59601



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
debra poscharscky

16005 east burnside street
portland, OR 97233



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Liz Fordahl

608 Broadwater Ave
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Grace Koehler

230 4th Ave East
Wendell, ID 83355



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Denise Zembryki

3205 Sagle Road
Sagle, ID 83860



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

As a Pacific Northwest resident, living in Longview, WA (one proposed location for a coal
terminal). many in our region believe that the coal dust and spillage (which is unavoidable)
will effect the waterways, greatly harming the fish population as well as the health of all
that live along the railway.

While EIS claims that coal dust has no negative effect on human health, many who suffer
long term exposure to coal are diagnosed with a condition known as Black Lung Disease.
This disease is attributed directly to coal dust exposure. EIS also claims that coal dust is
not a byproduct of shipping coal, even if the coal were to be transported in sealed
containers, every time that their product is transfered, there will be spillage and dust will be
dispersed. contaminating waterways, the air, and soil.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Michael Rogen

Michael Rogen
3503 Pacific way



Longview, WA 98632



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
James Van Dinter

12088 W. Tidewater Dr.
Boise, ID 83713



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Lisa Hecht

4920 E Sagewood Drive
Boise, ID 83716



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Susan Deemer

3213 N 39th St
Boise, ID 83703



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

This construction proposal is a totally unjustifiable taking of private property for no
justifiable reason to allow foreign companies to make exorbitant amounts of money at the
expense of private property owners and US citizens along the path of the railroad. Traffic
would be snarled every daylight hour.

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Marty Glynn

417 W. Spring Creek Dr.

Bozeman, MT 59715

4065863901



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
stephen bistline

652 Lookout BLVD
Hope, ID 83836



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.
The burning of this coal would be disastrous for the planet. We should leave the coal in the
ground if we are to have an Earth that is anywhere close to what we are experiencing
today.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Richard Warren

PO Box 520
Dover , ID 83825



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Melinda Booth

PO Box 711
Nevada City, CA 95959



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Brad Bardwell

22 Open Skies
Newport, WA 99156



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

You all and | can not even begin to imagine the congestion problems and the
inconveniences and the traffic safety problems and the inability to get where you need to
go in an emergency that this TRR would cause. And for what? To make foreigners rich at
the expense of hard working Americans! | stronglyoppose construction of the Tongue
River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Please, for the sake of populations on
the TRR route, just say no the Tongue River Railroad.

That would absolutely be the right thing to do.

Thank you,

Marty Glynn

417 W. Spring Creek Dr.
Bozeman, MT 59715

4065863901



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| question the draft EIS for this railroad project. It is clearly not an objective document. It
seems to have been written from the perspective of the railroads. | would like to see it
completely rewritten, after an investigation takes place to determine what influence the
railroads had in producing it.

How could there possibly be no traffic impacts from this proposal? How could there
possibly be no impacts from coal dust and diesel fumes? The final EIS must do a better
job evaluating the potential markets for the coal it is supposed to haul. | question the claim
that it is for domestic use.

We must be very careful when using eminent domain to condemn private property,
especially when it is done by the federal government. This proposal for eminent domain
condemnation is not to support a public good but rather to benefit private profit. This is
wrong and should not be allowed.

This draft EIS is a seriously flawed document and is part of an effort to take land from
private owners and give it to powerful corporations.

Rewrite the EIS or, better yet, abandon this project right now.
Keith Fredrikson.
Keith Fredrikson

2408 Mill Ave
Bellingham, WA 98225



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

This issue affects people all over the country and world. Mining for coal on ranchland and
in wilderness is outdated. It's time to move on to healthier alternatives and make decisions
that benefit humans AND ecosystems. We are not the only ones impacted by railroads,
mines, energy, and large scale projects like this.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River Railroad.

Thank you,
Jenna Brager

Willow Valley Road
Nevada City, CA 95959



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The idea that a private company could use a permit to use federal eminent domain to take
another land owners land is not what the government eminent domain law was supposed
to do. | object to the STB making that determination for a private company - they should
all be fired.

Gary Lazarowski
Garold Lazarowski

5448 Mt. Hwy 83
Seely lake, MT 59868



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Laurel Felber

2800 Victor Street
Bellingham, WA 98225



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Monte Cole

125 Suce Creek Road
Livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| strongly oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the
“no action alternative.” | write as a Bozeman property owner (37 W Main Street, Unit D), a
past Miles City and Missoula resident of some years, and the mother of a Bozeman
resident.

Coal fueled the Industrial Revolution in the 19th century and it drove climate change in the
20th century. We have burned fossil fuels so wastefully as to cause our polar ice caps and
our glaciers to melt, to heat our planet to the point where we doom future generations to a
very difficult life. For our children's and grandchildren's sake, we must not make the tragic
mistake of continuing to mine, transport, and burn coal. Montana has allowed its clean air
and water to be polluted by oil companies and coal companies repeatedly, for the benefit
of private corporations' profits. One has to wait for long periods at towns across the state
for the daily multiple 100-car long coal trains to cross the roadways, and we see the
uncovered coal cars spewing toxic coal dust all across the state.

Selling coal rights for the proposed Otter Creek mine was a terrible, shortsighted error of
judgment. To allow continued mining of coal in Montana is a betrayal of the people, the
wildlife, the future of the state. It would have very destructive effects on water and
agriculture in eastern Montana and across the state. Please recognize that the decision to
facilitate the mining of coal and its shipment across the state and on to China would be a
very grave mistake that in no way serves the residents of Montana and has ramifications
for the whole planet. The toxic pollution from coal burned in China is blown across the
Pacific Ocean to the North American continent, where it can be found in the dwindling
snowpack of the Sierra Nevada mountains.

The world market recognizes the fact that for the future of the planet coal cannot continue
to be burned. Thus the market has diminished markedly, as demonstrated by the dramatic
drop in share values for Arch Coal Company. The EPA has placed stringent new
standards on coal-burning plants, further decreasing its value, so the revised Draft Tongue
River EIS that indicates the coal will be sold domestically rather than to foreign buyers
makes no sense. Please do not sacrifice the health and well-being of current and future
Montanans by supporting this disastrous failing enterprise.

Charlene Woodcock
2355 Virginia Street
Berkeley, CA 94709

(510) 843-8724



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Curtis lverson

PO Box 675
Absarokee, MT 59001



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Curtis lverson

PO Box 675
Absarokee, MT 59001



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Norm Hale

P.O. Box 412
Silver Creek, WA 98585



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would

suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including slashed
property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution from both
diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

I live in beautiful western Washington where | enjoy relatively pristine waters to swim in
and mountains to hike on. | raised my children safely playing in this water, in the woods
around our home and generally enjoying the natural world. | believe mining and
transporting coal would severely pact this environment.

Thank you,
Sylvia Woodbury

5785 Lawrence road
Everson, WA 98247



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad (TRR) and ask that the STB take the
“no action alternative.”

The negative impacts of this railroad, which are many, would not be offset by any tangible
benefits. Because the TRR would allow the Otter Creek mine to become operational, the
environmental impacts of the mine need to be included as part of the EIS.

The use of coal for energy in the US is declining and will continue to decline in favor of
cleaner energy alternatives, especially as laws are put into effect to cap and tax carbon.
This leaves the only viable coal market overseas, requiring transport of this coal to PNW
ports, which would impact countless communities along the rail-line through exposure to
coal dust, diesel particulate air pollution, increased noise, and traffic delays including the
delay of emergency vehicles. Increased rail traffic will increase the likelihood of ralil
accidents and spills, risking serious contamination of waterways.

The shipping of coal entails serious risks to coastal marine habitats, impacting local fishing
grounds, water quality, and marine life. Communities here would be further affected by the
negative environmental effects of coal-burning in Asia, leading to both air and water
pollution and contributing to the current state of global warming.

In the Tongue River Valley, valuable agricultural and range land would be industrialized,
negatively impacting stable family-owned farms, native grasslands, air and water quality,
wildlife habitat, and traditional lands and sacred sites of the Northern Cheyenne Nation.
The serious negative impacts of mining and transporting coal from this region should not
be undertaken for the speculative and short-lived benefit of a coal company, namely Arch
Coal. Please do not permit the construction of the TRR.

Thank you, Wendy Courtemanche
Wendy Courtemanche

2200 J St Apt 3
Bellingham, WA 98225



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

This proposed coal-mining railroad is “owned” by Arch Coal. The shares in this almost
bankrupt company have gone from $75 to 51 cents from 2008 to 2015. The only intention
for this railroad is to dig up over 1 billion tons of coal in Montana and to ship all 1 billion
tons of coal to Asia. What do our citizens get from this deal? They get to pay for all
upgrades to crossings, pay for “quiet zones” which is outrageously expensive and which
the railroads refuse to pay a dime for, and any rail infrastructure repair or additions. Do the
people of Montana KNOW THIS? In addition, they will enjoy traffic delays, diesel fumes,
black coal dust blowing off the cars, noise and derailments. Oh, and lets not mention at
least 2 billion tons of CO2 emissions when burnt in Asia which all comes back to the
Pacific NW eventually to pollute our air as well. When you weigh the environmental risks
and cost with a few jobs, there is no advantage people get from this deal. The Coal
industry is winding down. With only 10 plants left in our country, 3 are converting to natural
gas, one is closing and the other 6 already have suppliers. ALL this coal goes to Asia and
ALL the profits go to Arch Coal. Coal has gone from one half to one third of our domestic
electricity generation and it is a dying business. This is the last "hurrah” for Arch Coal that
owns Otter Creek mine (that doesn’t exist yet), about 34% of the Tongue River Railroad
and 38% of the proposed Longview Coal export terminal. They plan to mine 20 million tons
of coal annually and export 20 million tons to Asia. There is nothing in it for the poor
citizens of Montana but heartache: loss of land through condemning landowners property,
at least 8 new coal trains traveling through their communities every day, and destruction of
water, land and cultural sites. Tell me, is it worth it to anyone? Fight this ludicrous plan and
stop it in it's tracks!

Louann Chapman
2216 A Street
Bellingham, WA 98225



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Lisa Cutting

20 Silver Lake Way
Lee Vining, CA 93541



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Chris Friedel

11264 Newtown Road
Nevada City, CA 95959



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Kathleen Hare

10700 Willow Valley Rd
Nevada City, CA 95959



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Jenna Brager

Willow Valley Road
Nevada City, CA 95959



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Jessica Swigonski

446 Broad St

Apt 2

Nevada City, CA 95959



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Steve Drumright

PO Box 263
Hope, ID 83836



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
gin holt

115 south 6th street
livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Joan Smith

1400 Poly Drive
Billings , MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Robert Butts

1124 E Lewis
Livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Roger Sherman

280 Brimstone Dr.
Whitefish, MT 59937



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
lynn patrick doyle

512 W. Clark St.
Livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Deborah Scott

P.O. Box 7763
Missoula, MT 59807



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Karen Heald

2714 W Bridger Dr
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

Please dont destroy a large, rare community of people and nature that is healthy and
productive. Please dont.

| can speak with authority on this plea because | actually live in Otter, Montana. The many
wonderful people who live and work in Otter and the surrounding area do not want this
railroad, as we know it will destroy it, and destroy us; this railroad will not improve the
community. We know we will be plagued with accidents like the one recently in Decker,
MT, along with confused traveling patterns/destroyed habitat of wildlife of so many
different species, the pollution of the Tongue River by erosion, noise pollution where none
exists, financial burdens of lower property values, the loss of ranching/grazing land,
financial burdens of additional fencing, imminent domain issues, non-reclamation issues,
and much, much more. The list does go on.

Why do we know this? Because it has already happened in the state of Wyoming's
communities, just south of us, in their Powder River basin. These communities will never
be the same again - they are lost forever. We know this to be true. And now another good,
productive, healthy community could be destroyed here in Montana, for one private
company and its foreign investor. This railroad does not benefit anyone else but them; not
the state of Montana, not the USA, and definitely not our community, or surrounding and
extending communities.

Please dont destroy us.
Best regards,

Janice L. Grinyer
Resident of Otter, MT

Janice Grinyer
131 Sayle Rd
Otter, MT 59062



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Melanie Kuhnlein

820 e 23 ave
Denver, CO 80205



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Jil Browne

2109 cobblestone dr
Kokomo , IN 46902



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.” | lived in Montana for many years and | am familiar with ranchers and
land to be used for this project.

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Why, when existing railroads across
the country are crumbling, would we allow a new railroad for COAL! Just say no the
Tongue River Railroad.

Thank you,

Nancy Pitblado

1807 N 2050 E

North Logan, UT 84341

(406) 449-0333



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Mary Ellen Wolfe

420 West Curtiss

Bozeman, MT 59715

(406) 209-6545



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

Please consider opposing the Tongue River Railroad (TRR) project that has been
proposed in Southeastern Montana. This project would be irreparably detrimental to the
land and to the people for whom it has been home for generations. Putting profits before
people is not the American way! It is not how we should treat our friends,neighbors, and
family. Supporting this project, which would only benefit a single corporate entity and send
all resources overseas to Asian markets, is tantamount to spitting on some of the greatest
traditions of our American heritage. Furthermore, we are at a turning point in regards to the
health of this planet and it's ability to sustain the human race. The choices we make today
regarding energy production, land development, and pollution will effect us all for
generations. Please make the choice that will allow you to look back and know that you did
the right thing, that will allow you to look your grandchildren in the eye and tell them that
these vistas of unspoiled open space are still here, in part, because of you. | urge you to
oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and encourage the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

Thank you,
Sarah Mann

Sarah Mann
424 South Bozeman Ave
Bozeman, MT 59715



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Diana Martinez

49 Dell road
Roberts, MT 59070



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

| am a 64 year old 4th generation Montanan and | know my state. | live in Lincoln where
the clean-up continues from the Mike Horse Mine. My Dad worked on Colstrip. The next
letter | write will be to keep the Badger Two Medicine the sacred place that the Blackfeet
Nation claims it is.

There should be no future for coal. There is no right to eminent domain for something that
Is so harmful to the planet.

| agree with the Northern Plains Resource Council regarding the TTR. The draft EIS
seems written to the benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users while it hurts
everyone along the way.

| want a clean energy future for my grandchildren. This railroad is not necessary.
Thank you for the opportunity to present my opinion.

Toni Austad

Box 584

208 2nd Ave
Lincoln, MT 59639



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Julie Salinas

5522 Prospect Drive
Missoula , MT 59808



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Lezlie Nelson

513 North | Street
Livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Georgia Mentikov

1408 Fort ST
Miles City, MT 59301



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust. An SEIS needs to be written to examine
the effect of all of these coal minds on communities like Helena, MT.

An SEIS also needs to examine the impact of burning the coal this railroad will haul on
climate change.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Mike Garrity

P.O. Box 505
Helena, MT 59624



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Donna Shroyer

1020 Hill Street
Meeker , CO 81641



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Bob Balhiser

735 Corral Road
Helena, MT 59602



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Tim Speyer

1060 Strawberry Drive
Helena, MT 59601



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Holly Sandbo

119 S 7th St.
Livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.” Think about this: why transport more dirty coal through Montana to
send to China to be burned in old, unregulated polluting smelters that, in turn, pollute our
air just to generate electricity for the Chinese to run the computers that are used to hack
our own computer networks???

Moreover, a fresh new, single purpose, train line will steal property rights from local
ranchers who patrticipate in Montana's number one industry--AGRICULTURE. | trust them
to know more about how to treat the land than some greedy foreign coal extractor.

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Seeking to mine more coal in Montana is like Custer putting out a call for more Indians.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
michael ober

54 buffalo hill drive
kalispell, MT 59901



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Linda Kline

2614 So. Wise Way
Boise, ID 83716



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Terry VanHoozer

6227 South Conklin Road
Greenacres, WA 99016



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

I live in one of the cities that coal trains from the Otter Creek mine would pass through &
already there are significant negative impacts in Bellingham from coal trains just as
described above. These would only increase as the number of trains increases. This
scenario applies to every community coal trains would pass through. These potential
harms are not included in the EIS & therefore a new EIS is needed. A thorough study will
show these harms cannot be mitigated & therefore the mine & railroad should not be built.

Thank you,
Mike Sennett

3012 Haggin St.
Bellingham, WA 98226



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

| am very concerned that eminent domain could be used against property owners for
private gain. It is more egregiously wrong when the companies are foreign owned. We saw
in the Keystone pipeline situation the awful spectacle of United States citizens having their
constitutional rights trampled by a foreign outfit abetted by complicit local governments &
compromised judiciaries. The prospect of this happening to Montana landowners because
of the TRR should be discussed & described in detail. Since there is no discussion of the
great injury threatening land owners from eminent domain in the EIS, it should be
scrapped and a new one started to include these harms. Such seizures of property & the
resulting damage will be shown to be injurious beyond mitigation & therefore be reason to
prevent the TRR from being built.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you, Mike Sennett, Bellingham, WA
Mike Sennett

3012 Haggin St.
Bellingham, WA 98226



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

| am opposed to exporting the natural resources of my country, especially to profit private
corporations, even more so when these corporations are foreign. This is nothing more than
looting the United States for the enrichment of shareholders & owners of the coal
companies involved in this plunder. | do not see the reality of this situation discussed in the
EIS. | do not see it addressed as a concept. To me it is crazy to let the natural wealth of
our country be ripped out of the earth by hugely destructive extractions & shipped
overseas to benefit other countries. These countries are often our economic competitors-
why should our country & the American public provide them with cheap energy to power
their factories & bear the cost of the human & environmental damage the TRR & attendant
mine would cause? Since the Otter Creek coal is slated for export the TRR should not be
built to abet this pillaging. | call such schemes economic treason.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you, Mike Sennett, Bellingham, WA
Mike Sennett

3012 Haggin St.
Bellingham, WA 98226



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Harold Williams

PO box 1786
Red Lodge, MT 59068



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,
Carol Hanson

1001 Saddle Dr
Helena, MT 59601



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

joana kirchhoff

16626 Bridger Canyon Dr

Bozeman, MT 59715

(503) 280-9880



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose construction of the Tongue River Railroad, and urge the STB to take the “no
action alternative.”

The railroad proposes to haul coal from the speculative Otter Creek mine at a time when
coal markets are crumbling both domestically and around the world. The Otter Creek mine
Is clearly a connected impact of the railroad’s construction.

Otter Creek is the largest proposed coal mine in the United States, and represents 1.3
billion tons of coal that, if mined, would contribute to climate change for the next 55 years.

The draft EIS wrongly assumes that there is a domestic coal market for high-sodium Otter
Creek coal, and wrongly assumes zero train traffic impacts from construction of a rail line
that could transport 18-26 additional coal trains per day.

Rail communities between the proposed railroad and Pacific Northwest export terminals
would suffer the consequences of dramatically increased coal train traffic, including
slashed property values, increased traffic congestion, safety hazards, and air pollution
from both diesel exhaust and fugitive coal dust.

The TRR and coal export only benefit private coal companies and Asian energy users
while it hurts those of us who live along the rail line. Just say no the Tongue River
Railroad.

Thank you,

Linda Coleman

984 Springs Fireplace

East Hampton, NY 11937

(631) 329-1127



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am ALL the way on the other side of the country, yet | am adamantly opposed to the
permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the Surface
Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s permit. At
a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the railroad,
especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern Montana and
downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact to dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Donna Everhart

303 West Pearsall Street
Dunn, NC 28334



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Erin Denton

2101 Timberwood Dr.
Chanhassen, MN 55317

(310) 528-7499



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Charles Aragon
645 O'Malley Drive
Billings, MT 59102

(406) 245-5616



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Gayle Joslin

2763 Grizzly Gulch
Helena, MT 59601

(406) 442-6987



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Roger Lohrer

466 Snowberry Ln
Lewistown, MT 59457



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Mary Jo Olson

312 Holter St
Helena, MT 59601



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Carolyn Walker

411 Woodworth Ave
Missoula, MT 59801



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Carolyn Walker

411 Woodworth Ave
Missoula, MT 59801



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

Absolutely, | am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad
and urge the Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny
the railroad’s permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification
to build the railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on
southeastern Montana and downrail communities.

Seriously, The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches
that have been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and
produce would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel
exhaust to longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for
trains to go by. Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to
deal with these impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have
a direct negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and
beyond. None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

Really, One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of
family ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Eric Bindsell

4th

POBox 214
Gardiner, MT 59030



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Debbie Smith

2806 Kinsey Road
miles city, MT 59301



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Jenny Martin

3380 Sioux Ave
Idaho Falls, ID 83401



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
John Mohar

2422 Old US Hwy 2N
Troy, MT 59935



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Pam Swain

PO Box 385

128 Meadow Muffin
Columbus, MT 59019

(406) 322-4838



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Liz Fuller

140 Stillwater Lane A
Billings, MT 59105



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Deb Dudley

3005 Edmond St.
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Donns Greenberg

South of Livingston
Livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Terri Barmore

230 Squirrel Run
Salisbury, NC 28146



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Susanne Galbraith
611 Orr

Miles City, MT 59301

(406) 234-9288



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Blaine Jensen

PO Box 6127
bozeman, MT 59771

(406) 556-7535



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Hank Fuller

140 Stillwater In.
Billings, MT 59105



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Kathy Sinnott

PO Box 1112 (104 E. Y. Ave)
Big Timber, MT 59011



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Further more if President Obama condemns burning coal in the USA why is it ok to export
it to Asia to Burn. It is still polluting our environment. China is not on another planet . it is
on the same planet as North America. It is hypocritical to condemn coal use in the USA
and then ship it to Asia .

Thank you.
Laura Hunter

PO Box 2306
Bigfork, MT 59911



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Jodi fischer

517 Fairview Lane
Laurel, MT 59044



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Lucinda Terzieff

9511 Nahahum Cyn Rd
Cashmere, WA 98815



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Joyce Inchauspe

244 N Main Street Apartment A
Sheridan, WY 82801



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Armida Alexander
220 W. 15th St.
#1005

Pueblo, CO 81003



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Gretel Ehrlich

PO Box 15
Cora, WY 82925



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,
Dear Ken Blodgett and Members of the Surface Transportation Board,

| am opposed to the permitting of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the Surface
Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s permit. At
a time when coal markets are diminishing, and many of the top coal companies are going
bankrupt (New York Times article, August, 2015), there is no justification for building the
railroad, given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern Montana and
downrail communities. | am particularly alarmed at the possibility of Montana coal on these
trains being burned and adding to the greenhouse gases that are already causing havoc
on the planet.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

The proposed coal mine at Otter Creek will ruin a beautiful ecosystem for all time for the
short term profits of an industry that is dying. We should be investing in renewable energy
rather than digging new coal out of the ground and building railways to transport it.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please deny the
Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Anne Greene

Anne Greene
303 Tremont St
Missoula, MT 59801



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Trillium Memmer-Rahn

Rodney Ct.
Helena, MT 59601



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Michelle Staley

13501 W 90TH PL
Lenexa, KS 66215



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
JANNA JUROVICH

4103 Palisades Park Drive
BILLINGS, MT 59106



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Rita Corell

814 N 50 Ave
Omaha, NE 68132



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Mary Jo Gustafsob

2711 Dakota Trail
Prior Lake, MN 55372



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Eileen Dailey

2646 E. Fountain St.
Mesa, AZ 85213



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Cameron Clevidence
715 N 31st Street
Apt 5

Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Scott Manning

2205 Westfield Ct.
Missoula, MT 59801



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Anne Brooks

1400 Council Way
Missoula, MT 59808



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

Though | currently live in lllinois, | spent several years in Montana and got to spend time
on the farms and ranches of some of the most down to earth people | know. Not just for
Montana but for the future of our country, | am opposed to the permitting and construction
of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the Surface Transportation Board to select the “no
action” alternative and deny the railroad’s permit. At a time when coal markets are
diminishing, there’s no justification to build the railroad, especially given the negative
impacts the TRR would have on southeastern Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Kelly Pokharel

508 Lake St.
Crystal Lake, IL 60014



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Stephanie Franco

1306 mulberry In
Cary, IL 60013



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Arlantion Coleman

4881 Beechwood Road
Cincinnati, OH 45244



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Beverly Johnson

PO Box 183
Reliance, WY 82943



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Judy Staigmiller

520 South 8th Ave, Apt A
Bozeman, MT 59715

(406) 585-1165



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Shannon Anderson

414 Gladstone
Sheridan, WY 82801



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
MARLA HESS

711 RIEDEL AVE
FULLERTON, CA 92831



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Julie Salinas

5522 Prospect Drive
Missoula , MT 59808



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
CJ lanke

23780 Co Rd 54
Lamberton, MN 56152



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Monte Berg

33070 meadow
Polson, MT 59860



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Dawn Beard

642 Brittingham Court
Portage, WI 53901



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Craig CLEVIDENCE

304 Northridge dr
Kalispell, MT 59901



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Bree Boothe

1615 Lincoln Ave
Vancouver, WA 98660



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Randall Ayers

14000 SE Cascade Park Dr. #30
Vancouver, WA 98683



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
LISA MR Smith

PO Box 64
LINCOLN, MT 59639



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Mark C. Smith

PO Box 64
LINCOLN, MT 59639



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Dixie Garfield

6940 Brave Lookout
Shepherd, MT 59079



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Jessica Jacobson

350 N. Meridian #10492
Kalispell, MT 59901



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Rebecca Weisz
54-3907 Akoni Pule hwy
POB 1377

Kapaau, HI 96755



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Yvonne Greene

3500 Willowbrook Dr.
Fort Worth, TX 76133



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Denver Woods

1173 Cartersville Rd.
Rosebud, MT 59347



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Julie Hippler

622 Clark
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Catherine Lynch

5402 Cobble Stone Ave
Billings, MT 59106



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Kari Hillman

1111 N 19th St
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Rich Herminghaus

218 fish hatchery
Hamilton, MT 59840



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Lora Walker

1840 Capitol St SE
Salem, OR 97309



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Joseph Hoch

123 S. Adams

Red Lodge, MT 59068

(406) 850-2114



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Karen Stevenson
106 Whistling Pines
P.O. Box 1176

Miles City, MT 59301

(406) 232-7261



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Karen Tibbs

742 Moon Beam Ln
Billings, MT 59105



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
claire d'gaia

p o b 2025
nixa, MO 65714



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Crystal Briggs

2177 north church
decatur, IL 62526



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
shelece jorgensen

403 Wyoming Ave
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Sharlo Leonard

1544 South Beaver Creek Road
Box 972

Lincoln, MT 59639



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Coralyn Paulos

1 Loma Vista Drive
Orinda, CA 94563



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Marguerite Etemad

929 Broderick St.
San Francisco, CA 94115



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

As someone who has spent my adult life studying rural communities and agriculture, I am
strongly opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad. | urge
the Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the
railroad’s request.

Given the realities of climate change that are already upon us, it is astonishing that the
transportation of more coal to market is not considered to be an impact in the DEIS.
There’s no justification to build the railroad.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Neva Hassanein

124 STRAND AVE
MISSOULA, MT 59801



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Maggie Miller

P.O. Box 105
Daniel, WY 83115



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Tim Sheehan

3027 Silverwood
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Janet Prettyman

2300 W Bentrup St
Chandler, AZ 85224



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
mary smith

15514 Waverly Ave
Oak Forest, IL 60452



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Marianne Baumberger

1013 SilverBow
Belgrade, MT 59714



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Marianne Baumberger

1013 SilverBow
Belgrade, MT 59714



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Chris McCabe

1393 Eastside Hwy
Corvallis, MT 59828



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Laurel Brant

28064 112th Ave
Maple Ridge, BC V2W1M9



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Elsie and Russell Salisbury
5000 Lewis Trail

Floweree, MT 59440

(406) 734-5374



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
robert raymond

1305 Military Rd
Columbus, MS 39701



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
martha tracy

2001 dwight way
berkeley, CA 94705



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Cynthia Hoelscher

321 Montana Lndg
Polson, MT 59860



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Ray Herigon

601 34th Street NW
Great Falls, MT 59404



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Evelyn Enteman

6603 N Pumpkin Center East Rd
Scottsburg, IN 47170



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Charles Greenwood

6603 N Pumpkin Center East Rd
Scottsburg, IN 47170



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Rachel Larson Long

2540 Hoover Ave.
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Jane Thomas

134 Ave C
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Laura Halland

655 S Redstone
Redstone, MT 59257



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Amy Howard

1001 E Bayaud Ave
Apt 1101

Denver, CO 80209



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
KATHLEEN IROLLA

99 BAYVIEW DR
MASTIC BEACH, NY 11951



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Amanda Breitbach

635 B St
Lincoln, NE 68502



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Dave Heller

465 Jardine Road
Gardiner, MT 59030



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Emily Smith

1020 avenue E
Billings , MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Marcy Baumgartner

415 Wyoming Ave.
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Mark Baumberger

1013 Silverbow Avenue
Belgrade, MT 59714



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Panther lee

1311 e main st
Sidney, MT 59279



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Additionally, Fossil fuels are retrograde and any investment should be spent on the
provision of renewable and clean technologies, which will serve both this generation ad
infinitum. As MONTANANS we deserve better thinking and a little less on creating wealth
on old technology and more on the quality of our lives.

Thank you.

Malcolm Fitzsimmons
366 Fireside Drive
Bozeman, MT 59718



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
H. Ralph Hunt

6780Green Valley Rd
Ramsey, MN 55303



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Liz Eich

7233 Traces Dr
Helena, MT 59602



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Mary Lou DeSaveur

939 Yale Ave
Billings , MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

I live in Miles City, MT. | have been dealing with the proposed TRR ever since the early
80's. It has always been a speculative project but never for the "public convenience and
necessity"! Now,this railroad will serve only one coal company giant, ARCH COAL, to
enable them to sell coal to CHINA!

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit.

The draft EIS barely touched on the flood plain

problems faced by the City of Miles City. The

Army Corps of Engineers reclassified us and FEMA has stated we must build a 500 year
dike or many of us cannot get flood insurance and sell our homes. The TRR would where
is comes up the proposed TRR East plan, would funnel more water into our area. A
HUGE concern.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The cost of infrastructure (overpasses,
underpasses, etc.) to deal with these impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning
the TRR would have a direct negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities
in Montana, in particular, us in Miles City.

Right now Burlington Northern Santa Fe is arbitrarily running their trains at 60 mph through
our town (no public meetings or consultation re:the safety of such operation.) This greatly
changes the noise, safety, socioeconomic impacts.

None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Deborah Hanson

1002 Pleasant

Miles City, MT 59301

(406) 232-2134



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Marlene Wetstein

354 Montaqua Rd.
Joliet, MT 59041



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Corinne Welborn

100 Chokecherry Drive
Dillon, MT 58725



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Brenda wetstein

13 W Pryor Rd
joliet, MT 59041



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Cory Smith

1416 8th Ave. N.
Great Falls, MT 59401



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
wayne peplinski

2420 Magnolia Drive
Plover, WI 54467



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Jim Taylor

717 Hiberta Streer
Missoula, MT 59804



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Debbie Jehorek

601 Plectron
Overton, NE 68863



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Deedee Voyles

303 Dewey Avve
Eureka, MT 59917



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Elizabeth Hansen

3420 Barley Circle
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

We are strongly opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad
and urge the Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny
the railroad’s permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification
to build the railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on
southeastern Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Barbara Archer and Tom Tully

2210 Pryor Ln
Billings, MT 59102

Thomas Tully
2210 Pryor Lane
Billings, MT 59102

(406) 651-8607



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Debra Brotherton

3885 Karla Dr
Helena, MT 59602



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Pat Oertli

1012 Terry
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Tony & Cindy Johnson

583 overview dr.
Troy, MT 59935



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

June Persons
1420tter Creek Rd
Ashland, MT 59003

59003



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Deb Dudley

3005 Edmond St.
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Crystal Brown

121 Gunnison Ave
Lake City, CO 81235



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Chrissy scherry

811 Rockwood Dr
Gillette, WY 82716



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Jacqueline Delibes
100 Remsen St.

6d

Brooklyn, NY 11201



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
vicky browne

box 11
carbondale, CO 81623



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Jay aguilar

3300 Bailey RD
Mulberry, FL 33860



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Donna Monroe

154 S. Magnolia
T or C, NM 87901



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Dee Dee Thurber

4 Monroe Street
Nashua, NH 03060



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Richard Mundy

8612 Haviland Rd
Las Vegas, NV 89123



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Megan Sweedland

889 Rosebud Creek Rd
Forsyth, MT 59327



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Vicki Willms

6549 E. Kiki Court
Missoula, MT 59808



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Camille richard

Po box 188
lake city, CO 81235



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the Tongue River Railroad. This "single use" railroad should not have the
right of eminent domain --that should be illegal. | am concerned about the environmental
and social consequences of this development. It will be a leap forward in turning upside
down our rural communities with the development of the Powder River basin coal. More
affluence through mining will also threaten the quality of life through more crime, drugs,
sexual exploitation. Quality of life in Montana means far more than just money, and that far
more hasn't been discussed and evaluated sufficiently by local people or by the people of
Montana. (Besides, stripmining itself, as opposed to underground mining, generates
minimal jobs.) | am also concerned about the adverse environmental consequences, as |
share these same ones with the Northern Plains Resource Council. Finally, and just as
importantly, | want to go on record as opposing this development because of climate
change concerns. According to Obama's EPA's mandate on this past Monday, August 4,
2015 Montana must meet a 47% reduction of its CO2 emissions by 2030. The Tongue
River Railroad will take us in the diametrically wrong direction for this to occur. And it
doesn't matter if most of the coal will be burned in Asia for it will still be heating up The Big
Sky. | am opposed to making this the Big Hot Sky state, and your children and
grandchildren will be opposed to this , too. Shame on us!

Furthermore, the people of Billings and Eastern Montana are terribly confused about what
iImpacts to expect from the West Coast coal exports that will be utilizing the Tongue River
Railroad. An insufficient amount of investigative journalism is taking place. More likely, the
press is spoon-fed information through press releases and such by the coal and railroad
industry. For instance, on December 13, 2012 a respected local television station, KTVQ,
reported that we could expect to see 48-54 million tons of coal exported from the Powder
River Basin to Cherry Point annually, and that, as a consequence, we would see an
additional 8-10 trains each day running through Billings. But according to the Terry
Whiteside study, 50 million tons of coal would result in about 19 additional trains each day
running through Billings (loaded and empty). The railroad industry’s figure of 8-10
trains/day does not include loaded and empty trains, only loaded at best. The actual
number of trains per day running through Billings should be corrected to 16-20 trains. Yet
the television station was unwilling to correct its story.

We in Billings, Montana need to be part of an Environmental Impact Study in order to
make informed decisions about how to evaluate and mitigate what promises to be the
most rapid and largest increase in rail traffic in the history of this region. All the coal trains
utilizing the Tongue River Railroad that go to the West Coast will be passing through
Billings. These trains will be bisecting the city and blocking several crossings.

How can we really mitigate impacts? If it turns out that a bypass of Billings is the only



mitigating measure reasonable, then we may well waste much money, local, state, and
federal, trying to stave off the effects piecemeal.

What can we do to make sure that the railroads and coal companies do not require
taxpayers and citizens to bear the external cost of shipping coal this way? If we are going
to pay for mitigation measures as taxpayers and citizens, we need to face that fact early
on.

We will experience more noise. We will experience more cracking of infrastructure, such
as foundations and walls of the buildings nearby.

No one knows exactly what the extent is of coal dust. No scientific studies have been
carried out. Nor do we know what the health and other impacts are of the coal dust,
including the possible impacts to the blue ribbon trout stream, Yellowstone River, which
these trains will pass along for 80 miles.

No one knows what the impacts will be to health, but pulmonary physicians have claim that
with more trains they will be seeing more patients in their offices with diesel fumes related
asthma problems.

There will be congestion. The crossing bars will be down as much as 12 hours a day if The
Tongue River Railroad and all of the West Coast ports are developed. This will create
frustration on the part of automobile drivers. Many will be late for work. The citizens will be
stuck idling while they could be being productive. Some will miss airplanes — the airport is
most directly reached by the 27th St. downtown railroad crossing.

Women in labor may be caught by railroad traffic trying to reach hospitals from either | 90
or the south side of Billings. Police, fire trucks, ambulances and other emergency services
will be blocked from the most direct route between the south and north sides of Billings.
The police station, fire station, and hospitals are located on the north side.

How dangerous is it for this many trains and many coal trains to be passing through a city
such as Billings? We want an intelligent and informed discussion of this point.

Other points to consider:

General quality of life in downtown lowered -- no longer as friendly and inviting for
pedestrians with additional air pollution, dust, grime, and noise.

0 Lower property values.

0 The presence of trains being a reason to shop elsewhere.

General social justice and quality of life problems arising from the community divided not
only by tracks but by the real barrier of active trains.

Coal traffic would displace or slow agricultural shipping, and agriculture is a much larger
part of our economy than is coal. This town needs to know, and our region needs to know
what impact to expect on agriculture.



| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

David Strong

206 Ave. E
Billings, MT 59101

(406) 256-1000



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Tony Reed

734 Monroe Street
Missoula, MT 59802



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Monica Berchan

P O Box 3152
Bozeman, MT 59772

(H) 406-585-1674 or (C) 801-864-6409



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

CITIZENS FOR CLEAN ENERGY, a grassroots Montana civic organization and 501c3
(cce-mt.org) is FIRMLY opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River
Railroad and urge the Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative
and deny the railroad’s permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no
justification to build the railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have
on southeastern Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Citizens for Clean Energy Richard Liebert

289 Boston Coulee Road
Great Falls, MT 59405



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Charles Sangmeister

35A Stanley Coulee Way
Nye, MT 59061



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Priscilla Bell

1310 Wild Horse Drive
Laurel, MT 59044

(406) 628-2524



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Natalie Moog

1691 maiden spirit street
Bozeman , MT 79715



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Don Bachman

PO Box 7363
Bozeman, MT 59718



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Doug Anderson

5068 MT highway 83 N
Seeley Lake, MT 59868



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
David Schneider
7015 Yellowstone Place

Billings, MT 59106

(406) 656-7171



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| urge you to DENY any permit to construct the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative. There is no such thing
as "clean coal"; mining, transporting, and burning coal for energy is one of the dirtiest,
most polluting activities on earth.

The cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with TRR impacts would
be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct negative financial
iImpact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond. None of these impacts
were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

No private company should push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and
towns throughout Montana just to sell dirty coal to Asia that will inevitably impact our
climate. Please deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
John Dillon

2820 4th Ave N.
Great Falls, MT 59401



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am a Montanan opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad
and urge the Surface Transportation Board to deny the railroad’s permit. At a time when
coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the railroad, especially given
the negative impacts which haven't been addressed.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches. The coal
train traffic would go through Billings and other cities, disrupting emergency vehicles
needing to cross the tracks. Our doctors tell us that lung diseases from the coal dust would
also increase.

Please deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.
Thank you.
Betty Whiting

925 Burlington Avenue
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Karen Tibbs

742 Moon Beam Ln
Billings, MT 59105



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| was involved with alluvial valley floor mapping in the area and am familiar with the
topography, ownerships, and irrigation practices in southeast Montana.

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry would lead to
significant downrail impacts from increased coal dust to longer waits for emergency
vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for long coal trains to go by. Furthermore, the
cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these impacts would be
borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct negative financial impact
on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond. None of these downralil
iImpacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

It is my understanding that under the proposal, one private company would have the right
to condemn dozens of miles of family ranchland and push millions of dollars of
infrastructure costs onto cities and towns throughout Montana and the region just so it can
make money selling coal to Asia. Please deny the Tongue River Railroad permit
application.

Thank you.

Robert Rasmussen
1027 Billings Ave
Helena, MT 59601

(406) 443-1097



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Scott Patterson

634 1/2 N Ewing St
Helena, MT 59601



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Kim Davitt

3919 Heritage Way
Missoula, MT 59802



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
James Cummins

505 N. Willson
Bozeman, MT 59715



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| opposed the Tongue River Railroad and urge the Surface Transportation Board to select
the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s permit.

| was born in Great Falls, Montana 72 years ago and when | was sent to the coal shed it
wasn't for punishment, but to bring in a bucket of coal for our coal- and wood-burning
stove. Our house in Great Falls had a dedicated coal room in the basement, and a coal
chute for dumping coal into it, but they were already a thing of the past by the mid-1940s.
In town, our stove was fired by natural gas, and "Now you're cookin' with gas" became a
generic slogan for doing things right.

Alas, now | type these words into a computer that is fired by coal. That has to end, and it
has to end because the mining, burning and consumption of the power produced by coal
has to stop or we will crank up the heat to levels that damage the economy as much as it
will damage the environment.

While damage to the economy has received very careful attention in the world's business,
economics, and financial circles, it remains understood only as an environmental threat by
many. Sadly, then, the great risk that coal imposes on business and industry is all too

often neglected, and must not be neglected as the Tongue River coal fields are evaluated.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. If you require, | can provide documentation of
concern over damage to business and industry including reports by the prestigious
financial services firm, PricewaterhouseCoopers.

Lance Olsen
911 1/2 Cooley St
Missoula , MT 59802



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
stacy sanders

5411 21st Ct. NE
olympia, WA 98516



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Tammy Olson

1221 Tongue River Rd
Miles City, MT 59301



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
David Schwarzrock

Box 173
Plentywood, MT 59254



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

Dear Sirs:

| wish to record my adamant opposition to the permitting and construction of the Tongue
River Railroad, and urge the Surface Transportation Board to pick the “no action”
alternative to deny the railroad’s permit.

This unnecessary and destructive project will significantly hurt the farmers and ranchers
trying to make a living in the Tongue River valley, and for no good reason. ltis truly
inappropriate to allow the use of eminent domain to force this boondoggle on these good

people.

The railroad will also negatively impact all the Montana communities through which the
resulting coal carrying cars will haul their material to the west coast.

Coal is on its way out as a source of energy. Why force people around the world to
continue to endure the pollution it causes, all the way from the mines to the refineries?

Thank you for your consideration.
Land M. Lindbergh

Land Lindbergh

10120 Sunset Hill Roadq
Greenough, MT 59823

(406) 244-5544



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Robin Kratschmer

2606 Missouri
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
maggie vitali-cornell

415 manor dr
bartow, FL 33830



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Kirk Green

190 East River Rd.
Ashland, MT 59003



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. The Draft Environmental Impact Statement is an inconclusive and poorly reasoned
report which raises concerns for people like me who will be greatly impacted by an
increase in coal train traffic. Additionally, as a Montana citizen, | am concerned about my
neighbors whose property will be condemned for a project that has no demonstrable
benefit for the public, as is required by eminent domain statute.

The conclusions of the dEIS' economic analysis of the national and international demand
for PRB coal ostensibly rely on outdated financial forecasts. While the draft EIS claims
strong demand for Otter Creek coal, it also claims that Otter Creek coal will have no
impact on demand. This is clearly false logic based on flawed assumptions. Furthermore,
current domestic demand for high-sulfur PRB coal is virtually nil, and all economic and
political signs point to a overall decrease in coal-fired power plants over the next thirty
years.

The contradictory reasoning is also apparent in analysis of increased train traffic through
Montana communities. The draft EIS claims that the TRR could transport up to 8 to 26
unit coal trains per day, and at the same time concludes that the TRR will not lead to any
increase in coal train traffic. Assuming that there are 8 to 26 additional trains a day, there
Is no analysis of the impacts this would have on downrail communities. Whether the trains
go to the west coast, to the midwest, or south into Wyoming, the impacts of these
additional trains is not addressed in any substantive way. Clearly this increase will result
in traffic safety concerns for our communities and this will need to be mitigated. In my
community, the hospital is on one side of the tracks, but much of our town is located on the
other side of the tracks. When a coal train passes by, there is already a massive pile up of
traffic across town. How an ambulence will be able to transport people expediently across
town to the hospital if they are forced to wait an extra twenty minutes at a rail crossing?
Our communities are already dealing with a great deal of coal train traffic and any
additional trains will require us to make a number of upgrades. Are taxpayers going to
saddled with the burden of providing extra underpasses and overpasses to accommodate
these additional trains? Again, this project doesn't seem to be in the public's interest, but
the dEIS suggests that we taxpayers will be financially responsible for these necessary
traffic mitigation upgrades.

Furthermore, the TRR would have dramatic effects on the agricultural production of the
Tongue River Valley. Agriculture is Montana's top industry and any disruption to our
agricultural output will harm our communities greatly. The dEIS does not adequately
address how cattle will cross the rail line or how irrigation will be impacted by the TRR.
This issue needs to be explored at greater length and appropriate mitigation measures



need to be made more explicit.

Finally, the impact that this project would have on the local indigenous people's heritage,
historic artifacts, and culture has not been adequately addressed. The Northern
Cheyenne's historic presence and artifacts in the area was essentially ignored by the dEIS.
A more thorough analysis of the cultural impacts the TRR would have on this community
needs to be conducted before any further decision on the railroad is made.

Altogether, the dEIS includes nothing to indicate that this project would benefit our
communities. Between the many contradictions, ambiguities, and illogical constructions,
one truth seems to stand out: that the TRR imposes an undue burden on the public and it
IS not in the public's interest to move forward with this project.

Please deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Kate French

209 N. 3rd Ave.

Bozeman, MT 59715

(406) 461-5312



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Susie Clarion
115 University Avenue

Missoula, MT 59801

(406) 552-7919



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Marty Glynn

417 W. Spring Creek Dr.
Bozeman, MT 59715

4065863901



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Jake Jacobson

PO Box 1423
Elgin, TX 78621



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Kathleen Hanley

36 Yellowstone Ave Apt B
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Dan Sullivan

611 W Callender St
Livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Bob Hughes

PO Box 974
Livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

During the time | was Chair of the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks Commission (2009-
2013) | visited the entire Tongue River Valley and the new proposed route of the Tongue
River Railroad. | also talked to the Surface Transportation Board chair at that time.

If people all over the country had an opportunity to visit this area, they would come away
with the same conclusion | did. Why sacrifice the wildlife, agricultural, aquatic, and cultural
values to send a few years worth of coal to China and other far east countries. Coal fired
plants in the US have been closing and we don't need to put more carbon in the air.
Climate change has been happening at an ever increasing rate. Now is the time to stop it.

Bob Ream
521 Clarke St.
Helena, MT 59601

(406) 443-2595



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit.

In all these years, no-one has been able to present a valid case for the TRRR, and
certainly not one which addresses all the damage to families, individuals and land which
would be impacted in a negative way.

Thank you.
Mary McWilliams

1004 Big Goose Road
Sheridan, WY 82801



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| oppose permitting the Tongue River Railroad. | urge the Surface Transportation Board to
select the “no action” alternative. Coal markets are diminishing. There’s no justification to
build the railroad. Negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern Montana and
downrail communities are larger than the positive economic impacts to the private
company owner.

The TRR would condemn private property. It would disrupt and damage ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic on it would lead to
significant downrail impacts including increased coal dust, diesel exhaust, and longer waits
for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.

The cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these impacts
would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct negative
financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond. None of
these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Donald Kronenberger
9 N. excelsior Ave.

Butte, MT 59701

(406) 490-5332



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Samuel Larkin

2074 E. Goodman Ct.
Boise, ID 83712



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Henry L Coffin

PO Box 34
Ashland, MT 59003



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Donna Smith

171 kircher creek road
miles city, MT 59301



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Justin Dalby

414 West Chinook St
Livingston , MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Justin Dalby

414 West Chinook St
Livingston , MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Laurie White

948 n jefferson ave
Loveland, CO 80537



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Leslie Witter

P.O. Box 410
Wilsall, MT 59086



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Jaeger Johnston

1511 poly dr
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

The proposed Tongue River Railroad is uneconomic and outdated. There is no market for
the coal and the railroad would sacrifice agricultural land and livelihood of rural
Montanans. The best outcome is to deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Patti Steinmuller
952 Knolls Drive
Bozeman, MT 59715

406-763-4145



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Miriam Neal

733 W. 5th St.
Loveland, CO 80537



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Pam Feuring

301 Union
Council Bluffs, 1A 51503



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Margaret Moffatt

410 Kensington
Missoula, MT 59801



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Marilyn Kelly-Clark
4205 Red Fox Dr
Helena, MT 59602

(406) 457-8690



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Tara Hildebrand-Schell

605 Harrison Avenue
Loveland, CO 80537



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Kate Rossetto

2055 Andromeda Lane
Billings, MT 59105

(406) 245-9182



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

P.S. | have family in Montana directly involved with this issue. Their land, livelihood, and
love for their home and hobby ranch are being negatively affected by the railroad actions.
They even live on sacred native american land, yet they are still being pressured in to
selling their land. This land has been in our family and in my grandpa's tribe for well over
half a century. In fact certain tribes still perform rituals on my grandpa's land he has
ancient Native American burials located on his land. | thought we agreed a long time ago
respect Native American land. Guess not... This railroad has no economic nor
environmental benefits. It will only hurt the livelihood and economic stability of many
Montana and neighboring state residents. The railroad will also damage the beautiful
nature of not only Montana but many neighboring states. so as you can see | am very
against this action. | don't know if my comments count since | am not a resident of
Montana; however, | still thought it best to speak up for my own beliefs and my families.
Please respect the wishes of many Montana residents!

Thank you.
Cassandra Morgan

42800 247th Street
Spencer, SD 57374



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit.

To me the TRR appears to be a speculative profit making plan. Whatever happened to
private property rights in this state and country? If it is such a worthwhile effort, let the free
market work and not give them the right of eminent domain.

Please deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.
Thank you.

Lawrence Heppner

437 Ueland Rd

Westby, MT 59275

(406) 385-2550



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Christina Granrud
348 Ponderosa Street
Kalispell, MT 59901

4062571722



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities. Any jobs created by mining in this area will only
decrease jobs in other coal mining areas such as Wyoming. With no net job gain and a
loss of valuable ranch land the "no action" alternative is the only sensible way to go.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

SUSANN Beug

178 hwy 78

Red Lodge, MT 59068

406-425-1010



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Nancy Ostlie

263 Painted Hills Rd.
Bozeman, MT 59715



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Barbara Earnest

140 Trail creek Road
Livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Jonalee Watkins

PO Box 565
Ranchester, WY 82839



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Ann Marie Haley

PO Box 641
Ashland, MT 59003



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Diana McHenry

920 Idaho Ave.
Ames, |IA 50014



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Kathryn Matlock

317 E 4th Ave.

PO Box 1415

Big Timber, MT 59011



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Pam Kemmick

640 Alderson Avenue
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am sending this letter from Nebraska as | drive to Kansas from my home in Helena. On
my trip | came through the Tongue River country. After seeing it first hand | am driven to
send these comments. | am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue
River Railroad and urge the Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action”
alternative and deny the railroad’s permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing,
there’s no justification to build the railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR
would have on southeastern Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.

Janet Sperry
1823 highland St
Helena, MT 59601

406-443-2749



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Jean Hansen

7 Southgrove Place
Billings, MT 59102



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Jeffrey Kreidler

807 North 31st Street
Billings, MT 59101



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Janice Drout

321 S 2nd St
Livingston, MT 59047



Ken Blodgett

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, S.W.

ATTN: Office of Environmental Analysis Docket No. 30186
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Mr. Blodgett,

| am opposed to the permitting and construction of the Tongue River Railroad and urge the
Surface Transportation Board to select the “no action” alternative and deny the railroad’s
permit. At a time when coal markets are diminishing, there’s no justification to build the
railroad, especially given the negative impacts the TRR would have on southeastern
Montana and downrail communities.

The TRR would condemn private property, disrupting and damaging ranches that have
been in Montana families for generations. The coal train traffic it would carry and produce
would lead to significant downrail impacts — from increased coal dust and diesel exhaust to
longer waits for emergency vehicles stuck at railroad crossings waiting for trains to go by.
Furthermore, the cost of infrastructure (overpasses, underpasses, etc.) to deal with these
impacts would be borne by local taxpayers, meaning the TRR would have a direct
negative financial impact on dozens of downrail communities in Montana and beyond.
None of these downrail impacts were adequately addressed by the draft EIS.

One private company shouldn’t have the right to condemn dozens of miles of family
ranchland and push millions of dollars of infrastructure costs onto cities and towns
throughout Montana and the region just so it can make money selling coal to Asia. Please
deny the Tongue River Railroad permit application.

Thank you.
Debbie OHagan

2725 Garden Drive
Fort Collins, CO 80526
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