ATTN: Docket # FD 35952	

Mr. Navecky
Surface Transportation Board Docket No. FD 35952
395 E Street, SW Washington, DC 20423-0001

Mr. Navecky,

After reviewing the available information about the proposed Great Lakes Basin (GLB) rail project, it is my opinion that the proposed GLB project has failed to sufficiently provide documentation that supports public convenience and necessity. For the following reasons I respectfully request that the STB cease any further action on this project.

1. The noise pollution would negatively impact the residences as well as the local schools. 
2. The air quality and pollution from the trains carrying hazardous materials would be harmful to the residents and the land surrounding the proposed tracks. 
3. There is already an existing transportation network in place. The current railroads have spoken out against wanting or needing to use the proposed line. The need for this new railroad is unnecessary.
4. The increased railroad crossings, disruption and delays of emergency vehicles, and increase in potential train accidents are a major safety concern for our area.
5. Our town is the site of an environmental disaster (Cam-Or) which is still being dealt with. We don’t need more pollution disturbing our water system, drainage, and soil.
6. The proposed railroad’s overpasses that would be constructed would not only ruin the aesthetic of our rural town, but impede traffic flow. 
7. The proposed railroad would cut through and potentially ruin many farms in our farming town. Our local farms are important not only for the food they produce, but the livelihoods that it sustains.  The loss of thousands of acres of prime farmland cannot possibly be considered a public convenience. Taking highly productive land out of production for a speculative for-profit project is not in the publics’ best interest
8. The growth of our town would be stunted. People will not want to invest in homes and businesses where trains are traveling though, at high speeds, in multiple sections. Our town would be essentially cut off as it would be surrounded by the proposed railroad. The values of our homes and lands would decrease significantly. 
9. The GLB project is neither comprehensive, visionary, or collaborative. The proposed project is not part of any federal, state or local long-term freight plan. It is strictly a commercial venture by a for-profit company.There is no publicly available business plan for the proposed rail line to document public convenience, necessity or benefits.
10. I find no evidence that the proposed GLB Chicago bypass has been identified as a solution to the Chicago bottleneck, a public convenience, or a national transportation priority (as Mr. Patton asserts). It is a business proposal by a for-profit company.
The above provided information is what led me to the conclusion that the proposed GLB project is inconsistent with the public convenience and necessity.  I respectfully request that the STB cease work on this project. If a railway is deemed necessary, I do support the Town of Westville’s alternate route that was submitted. 
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