Linda Cosgrove
6318 East 181st Avenue
Hebron, IN  46341

December 12, 2016

Mr. Dave Navecky
Surface Transportation Board				VIA STB Web Environmental Correspondence

Re: FD 35952 Great Lakes Basin Transportation
Mr. Navecky:
In the November 30, 2016 response to the Surface Transportation Board (STB), the Great Lakes Basin Transportation (GLBT) stated “Given the current average time to traverse the Chicago rail network of 33 hours, the anticipated GLBT average transit time of 8 hours is one of the critical value elements justifying the investment in this project”. The GLBT gives no reference to the source of the 33-hour claim, but just says they will move solid trains around Chicago in 8 hours.
The implication that the railroads take an average of 33 hours to move solid trains across Chicago is preposterous! CMAP receives weekly reports of railroad indices in Chicago and can verify if this number represents all cars or just through trains. 
It is like saying it takes a UPS truck 18 hours to get across Chicago when you count unloading the truck, sorting the packages, reloading the truck and sending it on its way. The truck could drive across Chicago in 2 hours, but not unload, sort, and reload.
The GLBT says that the savings in moving through trains around Chicago is a critical element in justifying building the railroad. The STB must insist that the GLBT release the sources of the 33-hour assumption, or admit that it is comparing apples and oranges when trying to justify the project. The GLBT numbers are not creditable and the STB must insure the public that the STB is not perpetuating false information.
Does the GLBT certify the truthfulness of their responses to the STB? If so, what are the consequences of perpetuating lies in a response to the STB?
On the Web, there are numerous articles using language about 33 to 44 hours to move traffic across Chicago, but none report a reliable source for the information and what freight it entails.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since this is such an important claim by GLBT, and in its own words “a critical value element in justifying investing in the project”, the STB must verify the claim that trains take 33 hours to get through Chicago. 
Respectfully,
Linda Cosgrove


