April 11, 2006
Phillis Johnson-Ball

Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street

NW

Washington, DC  20423

Johnson-ballp@stb.dot.gov 

ATTENTION:  FINANCE DOCKET NO. 34797

From your recent letter to “interested persons” on the above New England Transrail, LLC project you mention that SEA (Section of Environmental Analysis) is initiating an Environmental Review under NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) and you ask for comments and I have complied below:

1. We have a by-law that prohibits “trash transfer stations” in Wilmington.
2. Our landfills were ordered closed by the Department of Public Health for health reasons many years ago.

3. We have 2 NURSING HOMES in close proximity to the proposed area (noise).

4. A project of this nature is unacceptable for the health & safety of an already at-risk-public.   It is suspected that a poor environment (more than elsewhere) is part of risen health-care costs and tragedy of the commons; and we are under a DPH study for child cancers.

5. Environmental justice says that no one should have to endure more than their share of the burden from waste releases and exposures from growth.

6. Wilmington is known and documented as an extensive economic value to the state & country with standing industrial-technological companies (among the best rated world-wide) present and within this area; however, with releases beyond what one would consider acceptable without any adverse health impacts in the area & neighborhood.  Both sanitized reports on releases & “unsanitized reports of releases” (i.e. trade-secret information) should be incorporated into what are the cumulative air toxic problems this project will bring through its citing on top of the standing industries alone.

7. Wilmington already provides more jobs than it has residents; and a project of this nature will bring economic instability into the established area & abutting residencies and state’s economy.
8. We are not NIMBYS.  Wilmington already has many rail lines and transportation corridors with positive uses & both suffers and benefits because of it.

9. In your letter you state that Wilmington is 12 miles to downtown Boston; it is more like 30 miles to downtown Boston.

10. We are a residential, employee cut-through, industrial, commercially based community that has through managed growth been able to stay desirable for residents to live.  
11. While we are in trouble right now under siege from higher environmental problems.  The answer to a viable community is through reduction.

12. EPA has listed this site in the “Superfund” program.  The SCORES to this point have not incorporated “surface waters”, “soils”, “or air”; and are pending.   Groundwater impacts are already high and applicable under a superfund program which will look at future uses more compatible with the site.  
13. This project is so COMPLEX that I don’t see how a branch of the STB could possibly make an environmental analysis when no-one else to this point has been able to “have a handle on the site yet”.
14. There are other rail lines in the immediate vicinity used to transport cargo & people both in & out of the town into and out of the cities (Boston) and beyond.  The state relies on this public transportation in our town and I’m not so sure that transporting perilous waste or materials & people should be done at the same time in this employee friendly community under daily operations.  
15. This project would provide an unfair DISADVANTAGE to the town yet again in sharing the burden. 
16. Please consider the “census track” when studying the area and applying “environmental justice” for our town.  When you take care of a neighborhood, you take care of a town; and when you take care of a town, you take care of a state and beyond.

Please consider this a formal request to also include my prior comment letters on (FD 34391) and that of all others again.  It is the same New England Transrail site and a lot of work was done to get in the facts and information and comments on the first.  These docket numbers are both clearly mentioned and used by NET and their attorneys as follow up to their original filing and remain applicable to both.  

Ironic that Olin is in the rail-car business and this project has come forward as an economic boost “for them”.  
You hold an awesome responsibility, please protect us!  
Sincerely,

Deborah L. Duggan

11 Hillcrest Street

Wilmington, MA  01887

