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Feb 1, 2009
Mr. Navecky,
Please accept my comments below on the Alaska RR Northern Rail Extension Project as submitted as an electronic attachment:
The rail corridor must provide for future additional at-grade or as separated grade public crossings to the soon to be established federal ROW. This project will need to account for population growth and increases in public recreational uses that will need to cross this rail corridor. 

Once the rail corridor is established any “new” crossing or trail that is proposed would be extremely costly to provide based on past occurrences of public need driving an additional legal crossing through an existing corridor. The RR has a nearly exclusive right to restrict access over the ROW. 

Understanding this is a necessary condition to control risk and hazards, there should be additional ROW crossings at both waterways and surface locations beyond those considered as existing trail / water routes. There needs to be placement or “call out” for placement of legal access crossings to address future additional needs. 

As a current elected official on the Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly, I have listened many times to concerns and problems of residents of our community calling for more public access across AkRR ROW. With this Northern Rail Extension Project there will be a new 80 mile restricted ROW, enforceable by law, that sets the number of legal crossing with limited consideration for future needs. Once this rail project’s ROW is set, and hopefully narrowed from the current large footage across federal lands, there would be a very large cost to add legal crossings. 
I do support the rail route that passes closer to Eielson AFB, following the highway corridor, to allow reduced impact to the residents living on ag lands along Eielson Farm Rd. The ADOT has proposed considerable modifications to the Eielson spur and including a mainline rail connection to be included in that construction could possibly further reduce or eliminate the impacts to local residents that have farming interests in the Eielson area. Once this high quality, contiguous acreage on each property is crossed by a rail corridor, access the divided property may be lost and future ag use to produce local foods is lessened. 
Thank you,

Luke Hopkins

Seat B Office Holder

Fairbanks North Star Borough Assembly

