11 Park Place Circle

Hawthorn Woods, IL 60047

Phyllis Johnson-Ball

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC  20423-0001

Ref:  STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball,

I am writing to urge you and the Surface Transportation Board to reject the Canadian National acquisition of the EJ&E line in the Chicago suburban area.  If the sale is approved, as many as 25 trains could pass through this area every day.  There are many problems that this sale would cause for our area and very few benefits.

My reason for urging this action is a Safety Issue.   I live on the east side of the tracks.  My fire stations, emergency care center and hospital are all west of the tracks.  If there is a fire or emergency situation at my house and a two-mile long train is blocking the crossing (it would block multiple crossings at the same time), I can forget about an ambulance or fire truck reaching my house or life in time to save either.  That train would take 5 – 6 minutes to cross.  In that time a fire would more that double in size. In that time given a heart attack, the chances of survival would decrease 20%.  

It is also an economic issue.  CN is a company that makes a billion dollars a year. It is also a foreign corporation.  They are proposing to spend $40 million dollars to mitigate the problem with the crossings.  To mitigate my crossing and the other crossings is going to cost more that the amount they are proposing to spend.  Why should the taxpayers have to pick up the tab so that CN can make their billion dollars?  This does not seem fair that this corporation, because they are a railroad, should be put first behind the citizens of the United States.  It is not fair that they should come into our community, make a mess of the traffic, block the crossings, hinder emergency services and not have to pick up the tab to alleviate the situation that they caused.

Sincerely,

Richard L. Sweet

