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September 23, 2008

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423

Attention: Anne Quinlan, Acting Secretary
Environmental Filing
STB Finance Docket No. 35087

RE: Canadian National Railway Company and Grand Trunk Corporatiorn -Céu trol—

EJ&E West Company (STB Finance Docket No. 35087)

Dear Ms. Quinlan:

As a resident of the City of West Chicago, | would like to voice my concern and oppgsition td the

proposed acquisition of the EJ&E Railroad by Canadian National.

According to Resolution 09-R-0007, passed by the City of West Chicago on January 21,%20 8,
estimates provided by Canadian National indicate that the average number of daily traink that run
along the segment of the EJ&E rail line running through West Chicago, north of the Union Pacifig

tracks, will increase from 4.4 to 24.4 trains per day, and that the gross tons of freight|
run over that segment will increase from 14,397 tons to 184,969 tons, an increase of
percent which would be the greatest of all locations along the EJ&E,

per

1,18

i

o
Canadian National further estimates that the average number of daily trains that run alon%‘:r
ks,

segment of the EJ&E rail line that runs through West Chicago, south of the Union P3acifig

will increase from 10.7 to 34.5 trains per day with an increase in gross tonnage of 2

Furthermore, it is believed that increases in traffic congestion, noise and pollution are not the only
by-products of such increases. The projected increase in the volume of train traffic and rail relates
operations will result in more frequent blockages of the at-grade crossings in West Chicago,
negatively impacting emergency vehicular access and resulting in longer emergenc responsge
gs traverseq

times. It will also present a significantly greater risk of accident at those grade crossi
by West Chicago Community High School students walking to and from school.

and hazardous materials’ traffic in West Chicago, north of the Union Pacific tracks w
from the current 21 carloads per year to 265 carloads per year and 31 carloads per
carloads per year for the line south of the Union Pacific track.

Additionally, it is projected that train lengths will be much longer than current EJ&E t:{

Given these staggering statistics, the negative impact to public heaith, safety and qu:iality §o1f i
chan

would be significant. Therefore, | ask you to carefully consider all the ramifications sy
acquisition poses and vote against this proposal.

Sincerely,
West Chicago Resident

cc: Representative Bill Foster
27 North River Street
Batavia, IL 60510
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