WILLIAM and KATHLEEN MAILER

P.O. Box 947

12374 Hagion Shores Drive

Willow, Alaska 99688

wmailer@mtaonline.net
April 14, 2010

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001
To Whom It May Concern:                                     Reference: Finance Docket No. 35095

The purpose of this correspondence is to comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement regarding the Port Mackenzie Rail Extension Project.  We would like to compliment the authors of this document for the apparent thoroughness and thoughtfulness.  

Willow, Alaska is directly and negatively impacted by the proposed Willow route of the rail extension.  This area is very rural and dependent on the near pristine quality of our environment.  The Willow Creek State Recreation Area and the Nancy Lake State Recreation Area would both be adversely affected by the rail extension. Each is immediately adjacent to the community of Willow.  
Residents of Willow use the area proposed for the rail extension for recreation, hunting and fishing.  The proposed loss of wildlife habitat and degradation of the many highly used trails in the area would have a profound negative impact on the area.  I just can’t imagine how snow machines and dog sled teams will safely negotiate crossing tracks.
Additionally, the estimated cost for the Willow route is higher by tens of millions of dollars that other routes.  This factor alone should preclude this route from being selected.

These concerns are well supported in the Draft EIS.

There is one special request that we would like you to consider.  That is to require the Alaska Railroad to salvage all trees in the right-of-way of whatever route is selected.  There is a great need for firewood by residents in the area.  Trees in excess of three inches in diameter should be salvaged and transported to staging areas where individuals could collect them.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

William and Kathleen Mailer
