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August 26, 2013

Simon Monroe

Information Services Branch
NOAA, NGS12

National Geodetic Survey
SSMC-3, #9202

1315 East-West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

simon.monroe@noaa.gov

Re: STB Docket No. AB-1068 (Sub-No. 1X), Missouri Central Railroad
Company — Abandonment Exemption — in Cass, Henry,
Johnson, and Pettis Counties, Missouri

Dear Mr. Monroe:

As you know, the Missouri Central Railroad Company (‘MCRR”") is seeking
authorization from the Surface Transportation Board (“STB") in the above-captioned
proceeding to abandon an approximately 42-mile segment of rail fine in western
Missouri. In accordance with STB regulations, MCRR sent an initial consultation letter
to the National Geodetic Survey (“NGS”) on February 15, 2013 in which MCRR
requested NGS's assistance in identifying impacts of the proposed abandonment.
MCRR also sent the Combined Environmental and Historic Report (‘CEHR”) to NGS
on March 21, 2013. In an electronic mail message dated April 5, 2013, you stated that
‘approximately” twelve geodetic survey markers “may” be located in the area of the
MCRR abandonment. You also stated that MCRR should consult with NGS at least
90 days prior to starting salvage work that will disturb or destroy any geodetic
markers. This e-mail message was sent to MCRR's counsel Sandra Brown, the STB,
and the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (*MDNR”). On July 8, 2013, the
STB imposed a condition on the proposed abandonment, stating that MCRR must
consult with NGS and notify NGS at least 90 days prior to beginning any salvage
activities that could disturb or destroy any geodetic station markers.

MCRR has evaluated the twelve geodetic markers identified in your April 5th e-mail
message, and has prepared a map showing the location of the markers in relation to
the MCRR rail line. The map also includes a detailed narrative description of each of
the twelve markers. | have enclosed a copy of this map and description for your
review.

1801 Chouteap Avenue
PO Box 6614

St. Louis, MO 63166-6143  :  AmerenMissouri.com



As a result of its evaluation, MCRR has determined that the following eight markers

are |located outside the MCRR right-of-way:

NGS point ID number latitude longitude
JE0206 N 38-41-53.0 W 94-06-12.0
JEQ205 N 38-42-24 0 W 04-06-12.0
JE0249 N 38-37-49.0 W 94-00-19.0
JEO250 N 38-38-0.2 W 94-00-21.0
JD2282 N 38-36-28.0 W 93-55-44.0
JD2298 N 38-34-54.0 W 93-48-7.0
JD1924 N 38-32-26.4 W 93-31-10.8
JD1925 N 38-32-9.0 W 93-31-27.9

As stated on page 4 of the CEHR, MCRR only plans to salvage the track, ties, and
other track materials located within the MCRR right-of-way. MCRR will leave the
ballast and railbed intact. Given that the eight markers listed above are outside the
right-of-way, they will not be disturbed or destroyed as a result of salvage of the track
and ties.

MCRR has also determined that salvage will have no negative effects on the four
remaining markers. Although these four markers are in the MCRR right-of-way, they
are far enough from the rail line that they will not be disturbed or destroyed as a resuit
of salvage of the track and ties. The four markers in the MCRR right-of-way are:

NGS point ID number latitude longitude
JD2247 N 38-32-35.3 W 93-31-30.1
JD2246 N 38-32-45.1 W 93-31-30.7
JD1933 N 38-32-7.0 W 93-30-59.0
JD1932 N 38-31-33.0 W 93-30-15.0

The enclosed map and description provides additional information and a detailed
evaluation of each marker. Marker #JD1933 is approximately fifteen feet from the
MCRR track, which is the closest to the track of any of the markers. Despite this
proximity, the salvage of track and ties will not disturb or destroy the marker. In order
o ensure no negative impacts, MCRR proposes to mark and protect this marker prior
o salvage operations.

In the STB abandonment proceeding, MDNR filed a Notice of Interim Trail Use
(“NITU") on June 14, 2013 to signify its interest in purchasing the rail line upon
abandonment authorization in order to construct a trail. As stated in a letter filed at the
STB on June 19, 2013, MCRR is willing to negotiate with MDNR regarding sale of the
rail line under the Rails-to-Trails Act. However, that trail construction, if any, will occur
under the ownership and direction of MDNR. The environmental review that is
occurring as part of the abandonment proceeding in STB Docket No. AB-1068 (Sub-
No. 1X) is limited to the cessation of rail service and the salvage of the track and ties.



The STB does not have jurisdiction over trail construction. On this issue, the STB
previously stated that it “does not conduct an environmental review of a potential
conversion to interim trail use/railbanking because it does not exercise sufficient
federal control so as to qualify as a ‘major federal action’ under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).” Environmental Assessment in Missouri Central
Railroad Company — Abandonment and Discontinuance of Service Exemption — in
Cass County, MO, STB Docket No. AB-1088X, slip op. at 6 (n. 8) (served Dec. 3,
2010).

Assuming that the Board authorizes the abandonment, MCRR does not expect to
begin salvage work until December 2013 at the earliest, depending on fulfillment of
any remaining conditions. As mentioned above, your e-mail message of April 5th
stated that MCRR should consult with NGS at ieast 90 days prior to starting salvage
work that will disturb or destroy any geodetic markers. The NGS website provides
similar guidance, stating that “[iJf marks will be disturbed by the abandonment, NGS
requests 90-day advance notice to attempt their formal relocation.” See
<http.//gecdesy.noaa.gov/marks/railroads/>. Given that MCRR’s abandonment and
salvage of the track and ties will not disturb or destroy any markers, MCRR believes
that no further consultation with or notice to NGS is necessary. If NGS disagrees with
this assessment, we would appreciate guidance from you as to the further actions that
MCRR must take with respect to the abandonment and salvage. If we do not hear
from you, we will presume that you agree with MCRR’s evaluation and position.

MCRR is grateful for the efforts of NGS in identifying the relevant markers and
assisting with the abandonment process thus far. Please do not hesitate to contact us
with further guidance if you believe that the assessment in this letter is not correct.

Respectfully submitted,

J—

Charles Henderson

Managing Executive

Ameren Missouri for

Missouri Central Railroad Company

enclosure (map)

ce: Sandra Brown, Thompson Hine LLP 0/4
Diana Wood, Surface Transportation Board w/x
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