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Law OFFICE
THOMAS E MCFARLAND, PC.
208 SouTH LASALLE STREET - SUITE 1890
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60604-1112
TELEPHONE (312) 236-0204
Fax (312) 201-9695
mcfarland@aol.com

May 4, 2012

THoMAS F MCEARLAND

By first-class, U.S_mail

Mr. Jay D. Vogt

State Historic Preservation Officer
South Dakota State Historical Society
900 Governors Dr.

Pierre, SD 57501

Atin:  Paige Olson, Review & Compliance Coordinator

Re:  Project: 120423004F - Sunflour Railroad, Inc. Abandonment of Rail Line
Milepost No. 228.2 to Milepost 236.2 in South Dakota
Location: Multiple Counties
(STB)

Dear Mr. Vogt:
Thanks for your letter of May 2 in regard to the above Project.

As suggested in your letter, I have reviewed “South Dakota’s Railroads™ as bearing on
listing of railroad property in the National Register of Historic Places.

Based on that review, it is my opinion that the 8.1-mile segment of rail line between one
mile west of Claire City and Veblen in Roberts and Marshall Counties, SD owned by Sunflour
Railroad, Inc. is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, and that

abandonment of that rail line segment would not negatively impact historic properties in the
Project Area.

The segment of rail line was constructed by the Fairmount and Veblen Railway in 1912.
It was acquired by Soo Line Railroad Company in 1915, and by Sunflour Railroad, Inc. in 2000.
There are no railroad structures, such as depots or station buildings, along the rail line segment.
There is a single wooden bridge along the rail line segment (copy of photograph attached), which
is not distinctive. Attached is a survey map of the segment of rail line that shows that the rail

line segment extends through unremarkable rural territory except for the right-of-way through the
small town of Veblen, SD.
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Based on the foregoing, I am respectfully requesting that you concur that the rail line
segment is not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historical Places, and that
abandonment of the rail line segment would not negatively impact historic properties in the
Project Area.

Very truly yours,
‘ :.‘:‘\ vy \‘ \'\C (' Lv'\/‘\, (,\«va

Thomas F. McFarland
Attorney for Sunflour Railroad, Inc.

TMceF kl:enc-wp8 0\ 515\ rJV]

cc: (by first-class, U.S. mail, w/copy of May 2 letter)
Ms. Victoria Rutson
Mr. Tom Mars
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Givil Engineers & Land Surveyors

Transmittal Letter

Data: mber 24, 2011
To: Tom Mars. | g ﬂecem?et 21, 204 |
. _ : ; ' " "If enclosures are not &s noted,
e Gogwgny: .$9nﬂo__ur A —_— please inform us immediately.
: 3400 567 '
Address: - Commerce City CO 80022
Re: Survey of Record & RR - R O.W.

X Ap@m%ﬂ - O Revievw & Comment X Information

O Signature 0 Other (Specified)
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12-21-11

Survey of Record karshefl County, City of Veblen, SD :

3

1122111

Marshell County Ralircad R.OW. section meps

5

12-21-11

Roberts County Raifroad R, _0 W, section meps

Reacke:

Enciosed Is of the Raliroad survey of the ROW from Vablen to 1 mile w of Claire City..

After suiveyving and researching the bourdary. of reilrcad ROW North of the tighweay in Veblen

- _beouldn't find any. docuinenitation or evidencs that vou purchesed any Ralircad RQW beyond - -

hilie 236.3 which lies approximately onthe South Highwsy ROW in \febien

if you hiave any queshons pler,se contact me gt [Bn)

ond L.
Ry
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Civil Evgineers & Land Sorveyors
Brockings, South Daketa
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Civil Engineors & lend Sarvapors
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Clvil Begineors & Lund Surverorz

Brookings, South Dakota
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