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Mr. Navecky
Surface Transportation Board Docket No. FD 35952
395 E Street, SW Washington, DC 20423 0001

I am writing to oppose the Great Lakes Basin Railroad.. and to be correct this is not a railroad this is a private transportation  company(who should NOT be granted eminent domain to build this). They should not be allowed to come into our county, BOONE COUNTY,IL  and disrupt lives, livelihoods and destroy our countryside, our peace and quiet. ..and potentially create irreversible damage to our environment. The anguish we are all going thru will continue now for some time, folks who may have been on the verge of wanting to sell their property (to people who want  live in the peace and quiet of the country) may be left high and dry. ..as who wants to buy anything with this potentially going to happen. One day folks are living in the peace of the country , the 'next day' they could have a train blasting thru their property (as GLB said up to every 15 minutes). 
Many folks have written and spoke at the Scoping meetings who know more about all the details and the exact ramifications of this project than I. My property is not exactly in the path of the proposed route(for now), but am within a mile and in the evening I can hear the coyotes and foxes calling late at night. I can hear the frogs calling from low-wetland to the east .. CLOSE TO A MILE AWAY.. and very close to the proposed rail route... Migrating Sand Hill cranes stop at the same wetland  and at least a couple pairs stay and nest there every year... I can only imagine instead of hearing frogs and cranes calling ... I hear the rumbling noise of a train, and smell the diesel exhaust on the breeze that used to carry the sounds of nature.  The cranes no longer come because of the constant noise disruption.
We live out in the country for a reason, and people like Frank Patton must only be use to the noise and smell of the city, as anyone who visits my place (and many like it in our county)  exclaim how peaceful it is, and how easy it is to travel across our county.  There are day(evenings)when you could almost 'hear a pin drop' it is so quiet.  The many road crossings this railroad would make through the entire county from north to south, would disrupt and potentially put our residents at risk from receiving emergency help.. our county is mostly rural, and as it is, emergency help is not just down the street.... having more of a delay would be catastrophic.
We have some of the best topsoil and farmland, in the state.. To build this railroad, many acres of land would be destroyed, either being cut off from properly draining, the way the land has drained for hundreds if not well thousands of years. ..or  in the end the fields are so chopped up the farmers can no longer make a profit farming and the only recourse is to sell to developers. My neighbor farmers have worked hard with county/township planners to ensure that their land will not go to developers so they can pass on their land and legacy to their children so they can also continue farming .The farmers in this county have worked hard for years to make the land tillable and if this rail line goes thru, disruption to proper drainage and travel between PARTS of the their fields will not be profitable to continue and the family farms will be lost...The chopped up fields will force the farmer to put his equipment on the road just to move across his field, which puts more risk on the road for drivers.
Many of the farms in this area are Centennial Farms,  once lost these farms will never be recovered..
I am extremely upset that the folks in the path of this project were not notified sooner, and that the GLB is basically going to be a bypass for hazardous material shipments . My other issue is the risk to our water supply and just health in general ...if a spill or accident occurs, and it appears it may not be an 'IF' but 'WHEN', as there have been many such occurrences lately...we have a very shallow aquifer in this area, and since we all rely on our own well water, if an accident occurred  mostly likely our wells could be polluted FOREVER.... we could not provide water for ourselves and our animals without shipping it in. And who will be there here clean it up, our county cannot be expected to clean up a mess created by one man's greed.
The claim that there would be economic benefit with this project is ridiculous ... the line cuts thru private property it does not provide transportation for the general public, it does not add to infrastructure that benefits the general public. ...the only benefit goes to owners of this transportation  company, the farmers and property owners would have to live with this in their lives forever, for a small monetary payout for the right of way ...costs and risks to farm the land occur and go up each year ...while the land values go down ....we  will live with the noise and the anxiety of "How can I ever sell my property Now"?..How can I live with this every day? if this project is allowed.  A lot of people will probably have health issues from the anxiety of waiting to see what happens with this - and who pays for that?.. and who cares? definitely  not Frank Patton. I can only hope that the STB can put folks fears and anxiety to rest  quickly and deny this project from moving forward.
I am aware that most if not all existing railroad companies have no interest in this project and have already started addressing  the so called bottle neck of travel in Chicago with their CREATE program.. bypassing the Chicago switching yards will not benefit the shippers as the infrastructure to do the kind of sorting involved does not exist elsewhere, altho  GLB claims they will build, .. but what if they build and the shippers do not want to pay the 'toll' to use the GLB route,  the GLB fails and we are left with destroyed farmland, road crossings that will degrade and cost our county to repair. There are rail lines that are not being used to their full capacity now, do we really need another , NO!.
Respectfully,
Cindy Miller
9861 Russellville Rd.
Belvidere IL  61008
815-544-5627

