March 31, 2008
Victoria Rutson, Chief

Section of Environmental Analysis

Surface Transportation Board

% Diana Wood

Case Control Unit

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Re: STB Docket No. 34836 – Draft Environmental Assessment – Arizona Eastern Railway – Construction and Operation – In Graham County, Arizona
Request for Sixty Day Extension of Comment Period and 

Invitation to an April 2008 Meeting with ADOT and Arizona Eastern Railway
Dear Ms. Rutson:


The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) has received the above referenced February 25, 2008 draft Environmental Assessment in which there is discussion for a proposed railroad crossing U.S. Highway 70 near milepost 343, west of the San Simon River.  Unfortunately, the draft EA contained only discussion and analysis of an at-grade signalized crossing of the highway, and not any other reasonable and feasible alternatives as stated in the June 13, 2006 Scoping Letter sent by the Surface Transportation Board (STB) to interested parties. 

 
Perhaps, there must be some miscommunication because those that I have talked with at ADOT have been operating under the assumption that all future railroad crossing proposed by public and private parties in Arizona would include a detailed analysis of the overpass / underpass alternatives to achieve grade separation rather then just an at-grade crossing. 

At this point in the NEPA process both our agencies follow, I would not like to spend inordinate amounts of additional time commenting on a document that does not address the appropriate solutions to obvious safety concerns and risks to the motoring public with a signalized at-grade crossing in the area west of the San Simone River.  

I believe what has been provided to date by the consultants to the STB is an incomplete draft Environmental Assessment, and therefore would like to propose a minimum of a sixty-day extension of the comment period, during which time a more complete addendum of corrections to the draft EA could be prepared and distributed.   
This extension would also give the Arizona Eastern Railway (AZER), STB and ADOT time to meet and discuss other feasible and reasonable alternatives, such as a railroad overpass or a highway overpass.  The STB could then give further direction to their consultant that includes additional appropriate analysis of these options in a subsequent draft EA.  Consulting with ADOT and the Arizona Corporation Commission by the AZER on a final design for an at-grade crossing given the current omissions in the draft Environmental Assessment seems problematic at this time.
An April 10, 2008 meeting is in the process of being setup in Phoenix, Arizona so the ADOT Safford District Engineer and the ADOT Railroad Liaison Office can meet with the AZER, and other interested parties such as the Arizona Corporation Commission and the STB. 

I and others at ADOT look forward to commenting on a more complete draft Environmental Assessment and working with the STB on proposing the appropriate mitigation measures necessitated by the Arizona Eastern Railway crossing US Highway 70 near the San Simon River.
 I have enclosed a short list of Omissions and Defects to the STB Docket No. 34836 – Draft Environmental Assessment – Arizona Eastern Railway – Construction and Operation – In Graham County, Arizona, February 25, 2008 
Sincerely, 
James J. Lemmon, Environmental Planner

Environmental Planning Group

Intermodal Transportation Division

Arizona Department of Transportation
602-712-6843 voice
602-712-3066 fax
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