Elaine Nekritz
State Representative – 57th House District Illinois

24 South River Road, Suite 400

Des Plaines, IL 60016

(847) 257 0450






February 15, 2008

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20423

Attention:
Phillis Johnson-Ball



Re:
STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Draft Scope of the EIS for Canadian National Railway Company and Grand Trunk Corporation – Control – EJ&E West Company

Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball:


Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the Draft Scope of the Environmental Impact Statement for the Canadian National (CN) Railway’s purchase of the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Railway’s EJ&E West Company Subsidiary (EJ&E), STB Finance Docket No. 35087.

Impact on Illinois Passenger Rail Service 


Each year, the State of Illinois makes a significant investment in passenger rail service provided by Amtrak.  One of the most successful lines runs between Chicago and Carbondale.  This route currently operates on CN track in the City of Chicago known as the St. Charles Air Line (Air Line).  In its filing, CN has indicated that it intends to abandon the Air Line.  The alternative identified by CN, however, requires an investment of approximately $30 to $35 million.  Currently, there is no funding source that has been identified for that investment.

Without an investment in an alternative to the Air Line, service on the Chicago/Carbondale line would terminate or experience significant delays.  This would undoubtedly force rail passengers into their cars, thus increasing road congestion and the associated pollution.

Maintaining the operation of the Air Line or providing funding for the alternative route is critical to the continued success of the Chicago/Carbondale Amtrak service.
Impact on Mass Transit

The EJ&E line has been identified as a proposed route for suburb to suburb commuter train service in the Chicago region.  This project, known as the Star Line, would be the first of its kind in the area. 

Increased freight traffic on the EJ&E will have a significant impact on both the cost of implementing the Star Line and its future operations.  Conflicts with freight traffic on the existing single track portions will be inevitable.  Should there be a need to construct a second track to accommodate the Star Line, the cost to Metra could be prohibitive.


In addition to the Star Line, increased traffic along the EJ&E line will impact other mass transit services – both bus and rail - that intersect with that line.


These impacts on existing and new mass transit services should be considered in the Environmental Impact Statement.

Impact on Communities

Increased traffic on the EJ&E line will have safety and environmental impacts for residents and communities along the track.  Grade crossing safety, pollution, air quality and noise should all be addressed in the Environmental Impact Statement.

CMAP


The Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) is the agency with the expertise and resources required to address many of the concerns that have been raised in connection with this proposed transaction.  I would encourage the STB to work closely with CMAP throughout this process.


Again, thank you for the opportunity to comment on this matter and for your consideration.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if I can be of additional assistance.







Sincerely yours,







Elaine Nekritz







State Representative







57th District
