
1 Attachment

Dave, On May 19th I emailed Phillis the attached letter regarding docket # FD 35952 which she also 
forwarded to you. I have not had a reply as yet to whether or not the impact of pick up and delivery 
from every piece of property the rail accesses will be included in the environmental impact study. As 
Frank Patton has stated in print and on video “every piece of property on the route is going to have 
local rail access.” I would like to know specifically regarding this issue if it will definitely be included in 
the study.
Also, Phillis stated that the STB is in constant contact with Frank Patton regarding his proposal. Where 
do I access this information regarding clarifications, changes, additions or adjustments. We, the 
thousands of people who have attended the STB scoping meetings, cannot submit comments regarding 
any changes or new information if we have no access to them.

Looking forward to your reply.
Respectfully,
Sandy Linden
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May 19, 2016 
 
 
Phyllis Johnson-Ball 
Dave Navecky 
 
Surface Transportation Board 
 
Docket No. FD 35952 
 
Frank Patton and GLBT states that landowners with right of way along the railroad will be 
given the option of putting in a spur and switch at their expense and receive free pickup and 
delivery of their goods (including grain and fertilizer) in boxcars landowners provide. 
 
Frank Patton states he has spent years doing research on this rail project, the route is not set in 
stone,  has changed the amount of train traffic per day from 110 to 16 and everything in 
between and plans to  take enough private property to put in 6 tracks not just 2. 
 
Since the affected landowners and farmers have only known of this project for 2 months and have 
not had years to consider our options or to contact every farmer and landowner in Wisconsin, 
Illinois and Indiana affected by this 278 mile rail line, we respectfully request the STB to include 
in their Environmental Impact Study the pick up and delivery of goods at each and every separate 
farmland section the rail line would traverse. We request the Environmental Impact Study to reflect 
this added farmland disruption and elimination, air quality impact from stationary trains due to 
increased pick up and delivery time of grain and fertilizer as well as the impact on vehicle travel 
times and emergency services due to increased blocked railroad crossings.   
 
How much time would it take to stop a 70 mph train, unhook, back up onto a spur, hook onto a 
grain train car or unhook a delivery car, pull back onto the main track and re-hook to the rest of 
the train?  The train would rarely get up to 70 mph if even half the farmers and landowners 
took up this offer. How much time would that add to this “fast track around Chicago”?  How 
long would this block railroad crossings 50, 70 or 100 times a day? 
 
What railroad company would use this rail line, and pay to use this rail line, if it took longer 
than what they are now already using? 
 
In addition, GLBT states a utility line will be installed along the rail line and landowners on the 
right of way will receive free electricity. Will the EIS research and calculations, and STB 
decision, be based on unused right of way or will it include the impact of these utility lines in 
and of themselves plus the affect on existing utility lines when these additional lines are 
downed due to weather?  Is anything allowed to be put in next to the rail line if it is not now 
included in the EIS? 
 
Looking forward to your reply. If any further information is needed to proceed with this 
request please contact me. 
 
Respectfully, 
Sandy Linden (219) 696-8525 
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