STB Docket Number: FD 35087

Response to Request for Comments about the (Canadian National) CN purchase of the EJ&E railroad.

Hi. I am a resident of Warrenville and have detailed knowledge of the EJ&E as my home directly borders the railroad right of way. When I moved into this house in 1994, the railway traffic was quite light, perhaps 2-3 trains per day at most. The EJ&E ran (and continues to run) the lighter and smaller SD38 model engine.

After some years passed, I don't specifically remember when, I noticed that the (Union Pacific) UP was now running coal trains on the EJ&E trackage. These are larger and heavier engines, perhaps C44 class or other similar sized engines. Since these larger, heavier engines have been running on the trackage, not more than 150 feet from my house, there have appeared noticeable cracks in the walls. The windows literally rattle when the engines go past. Plus the UP has increased volume and length of trains passing by each day. Sometimes as many as 3 per hour.

The right of way is incredibly dirty. It is filled with litter, garbage and railroad debris. The only attempt ever made to clean it up was to come by once (that I have observed) with a large magnet on a crane and pull up some metal debris. However the chunks embedded in the ground and partially sticking up and all the non metallic objects (garbage, refuse, etc.) remain. This is an eyesore directly abutting our property and also results in garbage blowing onto our property.

At least once per year and sometimes more the railroad sprays a highly toxic herbicide (perhaps heavily concentrated RoundUp?) on the vegetation along the tracks. We practice organic at home farming methods and refuse to use chemicals as we care about our health and what we ingest. With the EJ&E doing mass spraying right up to our property line, and splashing/misting landing on our property, I am quite concerned about the health risks this railroad is forcing upon myself and my family. Through overspray and/or ground seepage what guarantee do I have that the EJ&E is not poisoning us? And while you may say that RoundUp is approved for usage, in the dosage levels that they use literally every plant dies, I can’t believe that these concentrations are safe for human exposure. I have trees, on my property which are half dead as the roots that have grown underground under the EJ&E right of way are suffering from complete defoliation, massive sap bleeding wounds and dead branches. All signs of extreme stress in the tree. Considering that full grown trees are frequently valued at $40,000 and more when it comes to property values and replacement value... remember that the railroad does this to property owners who live all along the tracks.

Our home is near the Batavia crossing (approximately 1/8th of a mile away) in Warrenville. We have to endure 4 horn blasts for every train that comes by. Try enjoying a day in your yard while an ear damaging level decibel horn is blown less than 100 feet from you. This is noise pollution. Now try enjoying the spring, summer and fall by opening the windows in your house and expecting to sleep through this. Even with the windows closed it is still very loud... enough that you can not hear a TV sitting 10 feet from you.

These are diesel engines. They spew particulate diesel matter as part of their exhaust. This is known to be a health hazard. The smell of the engines going past, especially when you are either trying to enjoy your yard or even inside with the windows open is enough to literally make you cough and choke.

You may ask why do I still live here (or why did I move here in the first place) with these complaints? Or why haven't we brought this up to the railroad? We did. We sent them a complaint. They sent out 2 "suits" who measured the right of way up to our property line, agreed there was litter back there then pretty much said "Too bad. Railroads only have to follow federal laws and local jurisdictions have no say in the matter. Live with it." 

Why do I still live here? When I moved in there were just a few trains a day and rarely any at night. At that time it really only an occasional nuisance. It was only after the increase in amount and size of the trains and engines that most of these issues have become a problem and more imminent health threat. It would be much more difficult now to sell a house and have to tell the prospective buyers that a dozen or more trains come by at all hours each day and night. Try selling the house while the engine is directly out your back door and sounding its horn… or as they sometimes do, sitting there and idling. And after this proposed sale it will become even more difficult with the increase in traffic.

The proposed CN purchase of the EJ&E would, as they have already stated, result in a noticeable increase in trains per day. Numbers have ranged from a 50% to 100% increase. This means trains literally every hour of every day. The CN also stated that they will be shipping much more hazardous materials over this trackage. What happens if there is an accident? A spill? A leak? What right do they have to put me at greater risk for personal injury or even death? For example, a chlorine gas spill is quite deadly to those near to it, (http://pubsindex.trb.org/document/view/default.asp?lbid=802749).
In this case, who is responsible for my house crumbling down around me? Who is responsible for the poison in my food? Who is responsible for my hearing loss? Who is responsible for my breathing difficulties and potential lung cancer? How about the damage to our landscaping (trees)? Now, who is responsible for the health of 1000's, no, tens of thousands of individuals who also live very close to this railroad which is proposing a dramatic increase in traffic? 

For the health and safety of myself and all the others along these tracks I strongly urge you to deny this proposal. Otherwise the potential for even more risk and harm to hundreds and thousands of individuals in all but certain.

Gary Davis
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