Dear Surface Transportation Board:

We are Snow Shoe Township residents. We have valid concerns that must be considered in the Surface Transportation Board’s review of Environmental Filing STB Finance Docket No. 35116. 
This situation is obviously much more than just a request for railroad activation.  There would not be a push to reactivate the railroad if not for the desire of Resource Recovery, LLC to site a landfill, industrial park and other related facilities in the back woods of Central Pennsylvania.  As such, the cumulative impacts of all of the proposed development need to be considered as a connected action, not a single action of reactivating the railroad in the area to service a small quarry.  The quarry is currently in the prospecting stage and only permitted for 10,000 tons per year, hardly justification for railroad service.  It is more likely the quarry would be of use to build roads on site to serve the landfill and industrial park in the middle of the wilderness.    

This area is a popular place for hunting, fishing, hiking, four-wheeling, camping, canoeing and kayaking.  There are also about 100 seasonal properties that will be directly and adversely affected by industrial development in this area.  Industrializing this area will hurt our tourism-based economy.  It will hurt area businesses that rely on visitors and seasonal property owners.  Would you want your weekend getaway next to a landfill and industrial park?  

The Snow Shoe Rail Trail is a popular destination for ATV enthusiasts, hikers, bikers and walkers.  The proposed reactivation of the railroad would sever the existing trail and deter visitors.  Resource Recovery terminated their agreement with Headwaters Charitable Trust to provide a replacement trail if they succeeded in reactivating the railroad.  Again, the proposed development would severely harm or put an end to recreational use of the trail, which in turn will hurt the area’s small businesses that rely on these customers.

The portion of the 5800-acre parcel in question for industrialization located in Snow Shoe Township is zoned forest/open space.  Snow Shoe Township enacted zoning to foster responsible land use and development in the appropriate places within the Township.  The maps on display at the February 10, 2009 scoping meeting show the proposed railroad activation extending well beyond the border between Snow Shoe and Rush Townships.  Our zoning does not permit industrial development in the targeted area and that is unlikely to change.  Resource Recovery requested a zoning variance in June 2004 in order to attempt to proceed with their forest desecration plans.  Nearly 500 concerned citizens turned out at the public hearing and basically ran Resource Recovery out of town.  After nearly five years of battling this project inflicting unwanted traffic, development, not to mention trash in our community, imagine the outrage that any further requests for a zoning variance would cause.  Also, please note that this development is not consistent with the Centre County Comprehensive Plan, nor is it consistent with Centre County transportation planning.  The long established land use patterns here shouldn’t be disturbed for a greedy developer.  There are more suitable sites for a landfill and other such industrial development.     

There are structures of historical significance that should be considered such as the Viaduct Bridge, Peale Tunnel and remains of the town of Peale.  This area is rich in history and should be preserved, not exploited.  

Noise from the proposed landfill and associated industries will travel to the residential area.  This is a quiet area free of business and industry.  The industrial noise will also effectively ruin the wilderness and recreation experience for those who visit the area. These visitors are a vital portion of the area economy and as seasonal property owners, add to our County and School tax base.

We have been dealing with a dishonest developer making and breaking agreements as they see fit for nearly five years.  For example, Resource Recovery promised the Snow Shoe Rails to Trails Association a replacement trail if they reactivated the railroad.  The developer terminated the agreement just before filing their intent to reactivate the railroad with the STB.  Resource Recovery also bullied and coerced the Snow Shoe Township Supervisors into signing a Cooperation Agreement with them in support of an I-80 interchange.  This was the result of Snow Shoe Township’s zoning determination that stopped Resource Recovery from building a “driveway” from Route 53 in Snow Shoe Township to their development in Rush Township.  Resource Recovery threatened to sue Snow Shoe Township over our zoning determination.  Resource Recovery then terminated the Cooperation Agreement and filed a Highway Occupancy Permit request with PennDot for the same road from Route 53.  Snow Shoe Township has filed a lawsuit against Resource Recovery for Breech of Contract.  
We feel the area for the proposed development is being targeted because it is mainly a rural, lower income area with many older homes.  Environmental Justice criteria should apply to the targeted area.  We are not willing and shouldn’t have to bear the brunt of all the negative impacts this proposed project would create.  There are other more suitable places for industrial development closer to the source of the garbage.  

The affected people have shown time and again in the past five years that we are communities united against this entire project.  Resource Recovery has not made any friends here with the residents, property owners and businesses they would like to inflict their “economic vision” on.  

