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July 21, 2007
Surface Transportation Board
Attn: Victoria Rutson
Section of Environmental Analysis
1925 K Street NW

Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Re:  Finance Docket #34284
Vulcan Materials/SGR Application
Medina County at Quihi, Texas

Dear Ms. Rutson:

Recent natural flooding events point out the fact that the location of Vulcan/SGR’s proposed quarry and railroad
is not a safe one, and thus far the engineering data provided by Vulcan/SGR shows they will not make it safe.
The Medina County Environmental Action Association believes it is important to bring to SEA's attention these
events, Recent precipitation in the Quihi area, although not as great as other areas in Texas, on June 28 and
again on July 20 and 21, 2007 points out the need to report to the SEA Section the impact made by three to five
inches of rainfalls in the area of the proposed quarry and rail loop, which bears the brunt of drainage of over
18,000 acres of upland water shed. Please see enclosed upgradient map of drainage through the proposed area..

As proof of the extreme flooding, we are enclosing newspaper reports, pictures and a map of the area affected,
and articles from the July 5, 2007, Hondo Anvil-Herald concerning the June 28 flash-flooding events on
roadways. A second article in July 5 Anvil Herald graphically depicts the dangerous effect of heavy rainfall on
County Road 351, which Vulcan|trucks would have to “navigate” to and from the proposed quarry and railroad
loop. As you know, the proposed quarry plant and rail loop location on CR 353 is north of the lower 2.5 miles
of CR 351. A letter to the editor ¢n July 12, 2007 attests to the danger and certainty of flooding in this area.

MCEAA, Inc. and others are of the opinion that construction of the plant, fuel storage, and rail loop’s strategic
location in the path of the Polecat and Elm Creeks and their flood ways, will increase the flooding potential with
loss of life, property and damage to the historic rural Quihi landscape. If Vulcan/SGR disagrees with this
statement we challenge them to prove it. Graphic support for our assertions is presented with pictures, made
after the 4" rainfall in the upland watershed. As MCEAA has previously pointed out, this amount of rainfall is
not uncommon in this part of the “Texas’ Flash Flood Alley.” Enclosed is a copy of several newspapers’
coverage of flooding of 1997. Similar flooding also occurred in 1998, 2002, 2003 and six times in 2004.

The berms and trestle bridges for the rail line will present additional flooding problems during times of heavy
rainfall. Enclosed is an article about flooding in areas of the city of Hondo, with Mayor Jim Danner’s statement
that the railroad beds of the Union Pacific rail line act as a dam and cause this problem.
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July 21, 2007

Surface Transportation Board
Atmn: Victoria Rutson
Re: Finance Docket #34284

In the past, Vulcan has stated there will be “no problem” with storm water runoff from the quarry site, as upland
drainage will be contained within the pit area. This may be true after fifty years of excavation, but not true in
the early development phases of the quarry. Vulcan’s logic should be studied by an Environmental Impact
Study on the 1760 acre proposed quarry site. MCEAA again respectfully requests STB to require an
Environmental Impact Study on the quarry and rail loop as a connected action to the SGR rail line application,
We make this request for the sake of our lives, property and historic resources in the area. If STB decides not to
require an EIS on the quarry site as a connected action, we ask you to consider consultations with agencies you
feel would be appropriate, such as FEMA and Corps of Engineers, in making your decision concerning this

application.

MCEAA, Inc. wishes to thank SEA for its patience, time, and effort thus far devoted to this project’s
application. Please include this letter in the records of FD 34284.

Sincerely,

Rober? 7. 7W

Robert Fitzgerald, President

Attachments:

Map of 18,301.91 acre drainage map, by Overby and Descamps

Flooding pictures and flooding map '

Newspaper: Hondo Anvil Herald, July 5, 2007, pages 1, 3, and 5

Copies of newspapers of 1997

Letter to editor of Hondo Anvil Herald, July 12, 2007, from Quihi resident

Copy of article in Hondo Anvil Herald dated July 19, 2007, regarding City of Hondo flooding.

CC: U.S. Senator K. B. Hutchison
U.S. Senator John Cornyn
U.S. Representative Ciro Rodriguez
Texas Representative Tracy King
Lawrence Oaks, Executive Director, Texas Historical Commission
Pat Brawner, Flood Plain Administrator for Medina County
Medina County Judge Jim Barden
Medina County Pct 1 Commissioner Ronnie Ulbrich
MCEAA Attormey David Barton

MEEAA, Inc., for- your Home, FHealth, and Heritage
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SAN ANTONIO
EXPRESS-NEWS

SATURDAY

; SECTION B

28,
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Some D’Hanis residents say & new railroad trestle restricted the fibw of
Seco Creek, worsenifig the flooding a week ago. !

Flood victims want
disaster assistance

Frustration mounts in
D’Hanis as state, feds
assess damage.
el e

By ZFKE MACCORMACK
EXPRESS-NEWS STAFF WRITER

D'HANIS Frustration
among victims of last Saturday’s
Hood grows each day that govern-
ment aid rvean't arrive to help
them rebutld, relocate or to pre-
veni the Seco Creek from again
washing over this small town,

*Do ym need
XN a couple of bod-
o ies to float hy
Keyword: hefore you e
Slideshows clue a disas
For photos of  ter?” Gilbert Or-
the D'Hanis tiz. G2. shouted
flood cleanup. it Medina

County  officials
at a meeting Thursday.
Inspectors toured the devasta-
tion this week, and Katherine
Cesinger, a spokeswoman for
Gov. Rick Perrv said, “They're in
the pooess of evaluating the
damnge assessiments to determine
what level of state and federal aid
they e qualitv tor™
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Several speakers said flooding
on the north side of town was ag-
wrmvated by a railroad trestle that
created o hottlensek on  the
Nouded Seco Creek, and by rail-
rond tracks that run  east-west
through downtown and held back
the rising waters.

“It appears Lhat is happening,”
agreed Medina County Judge
Jim Rarden, noting the tracks be-
side U.S. Y0 have heen elevated in
rvecent vears.

See D'HANIS/5B

& Donations of clothing,
bedding, housewares and
furniture are being accepted
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays
at the Holy Cross Catholic
Church, 375 County Road 5214
in D'Hanis.

m Finandial contributions can be
with checks payable to D’Hanis
Disaster Account at the Hondo
National Bank, PO. 340, 1112
18th St Hondo, 78861, or
through the Salvation Army and
the Red Cross.

D’Hanis
residents
demand
remedies

CONTINUED FROM 18
Although some locals say a

reached 5 feet deep.

Barden said a siren should be
installed by mid-August as part
of a countywide storm alert sys-
tem, but conceded it might not
be heard everywhere in town.

Even before the muddv tide
subsided late Saturday leaving
much of the fown sirewn with
Jebris and many of its 700 resi-
Jimts in shock at the devast:s

riioa Dascdane 3

state and federal disaster deck
rations.

Barden said damage shoul
quallfy D'Hanis for the disaste
designation that could provid
federal money for emergenc

help and county road erews hac
hauled away 800 cubic yards o
soggy debris and finnishings a
of Thursday

Beyond losses to homes anc
personal property emrly esth
mates indicate more than $1.
million in damage was done tc

flooding that’s become all too fa-
milian

But Barden told the crowd of
roughly 200 locals gathered at
the school gym Thursday “We
can't control Mother Nature.”

The rains that ex-
ceeded 15 inches north of town
caused the raging creek to di-
verge from its usual path and
cut through farm flelds and into
the downtown area.

“The best remedy for all
would be to relocate people who
live in the fiood plain,” said Bar-
den, pledging to see ff federal
‘“mitigation funds” are available
to buy those homes.

There was clear resistance to
the idea of vacating areas called
home by generations of families.

“You're asking everybody to
relocate and they've lived here
all their lives,” said Janet Aase,
43,

Lisde Garcia, 79, said she
lacks the resources to leave her
home, which has flooded more
times than she can remember
in the past 50 years, but never
as bad as this one.

“We know there's floods, but
they can't afford to move,” said
her daughter, Virginia Garcia
Canestraro, 50, af San Antonio,

Barden urged residents to be
patient as the disaster declara-
tion request is reviewed in Aus-
tin and Washington, D.C., say-
ing, “It will be a long process.”

Mario Reyes was among
those seemingly resigned to
fend for himself, saying, “I've
been here all my life and no
body’s ever done anything.”

zebsoiaoxpress-neins.net



PROPOSED VULCAN MATERIALS QUARRY AND SOUTHWEST GULF RAILROAD RAIL LINE PROJECT

at Quihi, Medina County, Texas
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202 CR 450, Hondo, TX 78861 PonB830-741-5040
www.dontmesswithquihi.com Faw 830-426-2060
Dr. Robert T. Fitzgerald, President Jacque Conrad, Secretary
Lester Landrum, Vice-President Mary Walpole, Treasurer
Archie Gerdes, Director Ted Portenier, Director
Randy Wood, Director Erna Balze, Membership

Alyne Fitzgerald, communications

July 21, 2007
Surface Transportation Board
Attn: Victoria Rutson
Section of Environmental Analysis
1925 K Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001
Re: Finance Docket #34284
Flooding pictures: June 28, 2007
North to South, from proposed rail loop to Hwy 90
(Average rainfall received in area 4 inches)
Location
1. CR 353: East-West portion, Elm Creeks, 2 branches and Polecat Creeks, south of proposed rail loop
2. CR 351: North-South portion, Elm and Polecat Creeks combined, crosses CR 351 eight times in this section.
3. CR 351 and FM 2676 Junction, Elm Creek south of proposed rail loop '
4, CR 450 and FM 2676 Elm Creek

5. CR 365 and CR 4512 junction, Quihi Creek, near Proposed Route crossing of CR 365.
Water was 3 feet higher later — unable to get to site to take picture,

6. CR 365 Quihi Creek

7. CR 4516 and FM 2676 Quihi and Elm Creeks junction (at Quihi)
8. CR 4516: Cherry Creek, crosses road 4 times.

9. CR 454: Quihi Creek and First Creek

10. Hwy 90: Hondo Creek, after Quihi Creek junction



Location 1 CR 353

CR 353 turning west. Elm Creek crosses this section 3 times. Facing west.

Aftermath of 6-28-2007 flooding on part of CR 3583



Location 1 CR 353




Location 2 CR 351

1 of 8 Crossingsof the EIm and Polecat Creeks on CR 351



Location 3 CR 351 and FM 2676
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Location 3 CR 351 and FM 2676

Elm Creek at FM 2676

Elm Creek at FM 2676



Location 3 CR 351 and FM 2676

Eim Creek at FM 2676 Flood Damage Aftermath



Location 4 CR 450 and FM 2676 Elm Creek

CR 450 and FM 26876 Junction

CR 450 and FM 2676 Junction



Location 4 CR 450 and FM 2676

CR 450 Eim Creek




Location 4 CR 450 and FM 2676

CR 450 Elm Creek

CR 450 EIm Creek



Location 4 CR 450 and FM 2676

CR 450 and FM 2676 Flood Damage Aftermath



Location 5 CR 365 and CR 4512

CR 368 and CR 4512 Quihi Creek. Water was 3 feet higher later- unable to get to site



Location 5 CR 365 and CR 4512

8-28-07 CR 388 and CR 4512 Quihi Creek. Water was 3 feet higher later



Location 6 CR 365 Quihi Creek
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CR 365 Quihi Creek
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CR 365 Quihi Creek



Location 7 CR 4516 and FM 2676 at Quihi

CR 4516 and FM 2676 Quihi Creek Crossing at Quihi.
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Location 7 CR 4516 at Quihi

Elm and Quihi Creeks at Quihi on CR 4516 corner of CR 365 Aftermath.

o by 2 . T,

EIm and Quihi Creeks at Quihi on CR 4516 corner of CR 365 Aftermath. Facing west.
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Location 9 CR 454 Quihi Creek

CR 454 Quihi Creek

CR 454 Quihi Creek



Location 10: Hwy 90: Hondo Creck Rail Road Bridge

NN\ N\ /

Hwy 90: Hondo Creek, after Quihi Creek junction
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Quarry site develog
to begin in coming

By William Hoover
AnviL HERALD CORRES 1 NT

In recent weeks, Vulcan Ma-
terials Company's new
Project Manager for the 1,760
acre Medina Quarry, Eric
Remmert, has spoken to the
Hondo Area Chamber of
Commerce. the Lions Club
and the Rotary Club regarding
his company’s plans and
progress toward opening
their quarry north of Quihi.

The Medina Quarry, as
Vulcan calls it, is over the
Edwards Aquifer Recharge
Zone. [t is scheduled to be
mined for construction grade
limestone for 50 years after it
begins operation. If the
quarry opens in 2010, as
planned, it will continue to be
mined until 2060.

Remmert, who possesses a
degree in Building Construc-
tion from Texas A&M Univer-
sity, has the formal title of
Manager of Engiiieering Pro-
jects at VMC. Below he ex-
plains his qualifications and
what he told the members of
the public attending the pre-
sentations he made in the
Hondo area.

“I will be managing the over-
all project,” he said. “As soon as
we have all our internal plans
inplace, we will be starting por-
table crushing operations out
at the site. All the permits for
the site are actually in place,
with the exception of a tempo-
rary storm water permit
(which) we apply for two to
three days before we start con-
struction operations. We have
already gone through the pa-
perwork, we just have to apply
and receive it.”

The portable rock crusher is
not whatVulcan will use for its
long-term crushing opera-
tions. Rather, the portable
crusher will be used to create
aggregate to build the quarry’s
plant site and roads.

“This crusher will be towed
in on a flat bed and it runs on
a generator,” said Remmert of
the temporary rock crusher.
“What (the portable crusher)
is going to be used for is to
base out, or prepare, the pre-
liminary site work where the
actual quarry processing
plant (will be located). So ev-
erything will be internal to the
site. In other words, youwon't
see any trucks. This is a small

crusher just for internal use at
our site and it will produce
150 tons (of aggregate) a day,
according to our permit.”

Site plans must still be
drawn up by the company
Overby Descamps, now a part
of Pape Dawson Engineers,
which designed the Medina
Quarry’s Water Pollution and
Abatement Plan (WPAP).
“They will need to come up
with a site bid package for the
site work contractor who ob-
serves all the environmental
regulations we have agreed to,”
Remmert said. “When we hire
the person (or cantractor) to
do the job, [ will coordinate
(the hiring and environmental
compliance) with our portable
rock crushing crew and man-
ager. At the same time they get
the crusher to the site, we will
have Medina Electric Coop
power brought to the site. I
have talked with (MEC's) Mark
Howard and they will provide
just temporary power for our
construction trailer.”

Pape Dawson is the com-
panyVulcan worked with pre-
viously, along with TCEQ and
the Medina County Environ-
mental Action Association

{MCEAA), soVulcan felt it best
to continue with them. Pape
Dawson will be assisting in
developing the quarry’s site
work bid package.

“We have a six month por-
table crushing permit,” said
Remmert. “The first thing
they do at any construction
site is clear the land. In our
case, we will clear the site in
certain acre increments to
comply with our WPAP. Then
we will put down a white
crushed gravel base.”

Remmert said he expects to
start preliminary quarry site
development in 60 to 90 days,
depending on how soon
Vulcan obtains its bid pack-
age plans from Pape Dawson.
“Power is not a problem as far
as the supply out there for
single phase power,” said
Remmert. “We will be clearing
sections of the site and stabi-
lizing sections by putting base
down and installingall our silt
fences. By early next year, we
hope we will actually begin
the real site work and the con-
struction of the quarry plant.”

Assuming everything goes as
scheduled, the plant will start
producing commercial grade
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here early...

We're a little early this week.
With the July 4th holiday landing on a Wednesday this year, the publication schedule

had to be altered in order to get the Anvil Herald distributed in a timely fashion.
Our best solution was to go to press on Monday evening and get the paper in the mail |

on Tuesday.

Publication will return to the normal schedule for the July 12 issue.
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(MCEAA), soVulcan felt it best
to continue with them. Pape
Dawson will be assisting in
developing the quarry’s site
work bid package.

“We have a six month por-
table crushing permit,” said
Remmert. “The first thing
they do at any construction
site is clear the land. In our
case, we will clear the site in
certain acre increments to
comply with our WPAP. Then
we will put down a white
crushed gravel base.”

Remmert said he expects to
start preliminary quarry site
development in 60 to 90 days,
depending on how soon
Vulcan obtains its bid pack-
age plans from Pape Dawson.
“Power is not a problem as far
as the supply out there for
single phase power,” said
Remmert. “We will be clearing
sections of the site and stabi-
lizing sections by putting base
down and installing all our silt
fences. By early next year, we
hope we will actually begin
the real site work and the con-
struction of the quarry plant.”

Assuming everything goes as
scheduled, the plant will start
producing commercial grade

limestone aggregate by the end
of 2009 or the beginning of
2010, according to the project
manager. “We have an 18 to 24
month construction window,”
said Remmert. “It takes a while
to construct a large quarry and
do it right within all the envi-
ronmental guidelines. That is
what some people were con-
fused about. In the meeting
they were saying, ‘Oh you are
going to have trucks comingin
and out within months.’ But
that is not right. We are looking
at two years from January 2008
before we will have the plant
fully operational.”

Asked whyVulcan wanted to
use its proposed route for its
seven mile Southwest Gulf
Railroad (SGR) when the Texas
Historic Commission and the
Surface Transportation
Board’s (STB) Section on En-
vironmental Analysis (SEA)
have identified the eastern
route as the less disruptive
route, Remmert said such was
not necessarily the case.

“Technically, that is not accu-
rate because the eastern route
has not been approved,” said
the engineer. “The SEA is the
entity going through the whole

Environmental Impact Study
(EIS) process. However, in that
final EIS there are still three
routes, (Vulcan’s) preferred
route, the eastern route and a
route even further to the east.
None of those are approved
routes. They are still working
to get a determination. Some-
time in October we think, the
(SEA) will have reached con-
clusions and they will give
their recommendation of a rail
route. As far as why we are
pursuing the preferred route
versus the other, you will have
to talk to somebody else.”

Vulcan will begin building
its rail route, if approved,
sometime next year. “Assum-
ing we have a route recom-
mended by the SEA by theend
of December, and allowing
another three months for the
STB to approve that route,
then we will have a route is-
sued,” said Remmert. “Say in
January 2008, (if the STB des-
ignates a route for the SGR),
we will know exactly where we
have to go and then the rail
construction process will
start.”

See QUARRY, Page 3A .



QUARRY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

If the STB permits a route
Vulcan does not like, Remmert
confirmed the quarry would
operate with trucks only. How-
ever, hecould not say how many
trucks a day would be entering
and exiting the quarry site.

However, it has been esti-
mated 850 trucks a day willbe
used if truck transportation
only is used and up to 10%, or
85 trucks a day, will be needed
even with a railroad.

“That is an operation issue,”
Remmert said. “My job is to
design and construct the
(limestone mining) plant and
the railroad. I do not have the
answer on those cperational
issues. All I can tell you is that
using trucks only is an option.
If the STB recommends a ‘no
route’ alternative, which they
could do, we will construct an
unloading spur on property
we own in Dunlay adjacent to
the Union Pacific rail lines. ]t
will be a place where the
trucks from the quarry can go
and load the trains.”

Truck traffic, however, would
not be limited to shuttling ag-
gregate between the quarry
anc the UPline. “Iflocal build-
ers or people need rock and
they are coming in and out of
the quarry, they would be go-
ing to different places,”
Remmert said. “We have no
way to control that, nor do we
know how much that volume
would be because we don't
know what the demand is.”

Remmert said Vulcan would
work with Medina County
and the Texas Department of
Transportation to maintain
the roads, because they are
concerned about safety. “We
are aware there are roads that
will need to be improved.
What [ told people at the
meetings was we have to work
with the county. Itis notup to
us. We will recommend and
do stuff but these are county
and state roads; therefore
TxDoT and the (Medina)
County Commissioners have
to be involved in the process.”

Regarding how much

groundwater they will use,
Remmert said Vulcan recog-
nizes water is a precious com-
modity. “We are looking at all
sources available to obtain
that water,” he said. “You have
the Edwards Aquifer, but you
also have the Trinity Aquifer
and the Cow Creek Aquifer,
which is below the Trinity
(Aquifer.) We are in the pracess
ofhaving hydrogeologists look
at the site and recommend to
us what they think is feasible.”
Remmert said no test wells
have yet been drilled but that
will happen soon. “Depend-
ing on what the hydrologist
tells us and what is found,
Vulcan will then drill the ap-
propriate wells with the ap-
propriate permits,” he noted.
The Medina Quarry will re-
cycle 70% of the water it uses
in the mining process, ac-
cording to Remmert, as part
of its WPAP through on site
water recycling plants. “We
will use somewhere in the
neighborhood of 2,400 gal-
lons of water per minute to
operate the plant,” he said.
Remmert said the survey
work currently being per-
formed at the Wurzbach
property was just part of the
site preparation project and
did not indicate any land was
being purchased. “We have
long term lease with the
Wurzbachs, the Schweers and
the Boehme/Balzen tracts,”
he said. “All the construction
in the next two years will take
place on the Wurzbach tract,
the southernmost track.
There will also be some activ-
ity on the Saathoff property,
which is right across the road
from the Wurzbach property
on the southern side of CR
353. Everything is being done
with long term leases.”
Vulcan does not anticipate
needing to pipe any water in
from off the quarry site, ac-
cording to Remmert. How-
ever, it is possible they might
pipe water from one part of
the site to another. “There are
wells on the property already
but we are not going to use
those in an industrial capac-
ity,” hesaid. “In fact, those will
be used in accordance with
the WPAP as monitoring wells.
So we, using another com-

pany, can monitor the level in
the existing wells that are out
there so we can gauge usage.”

The project manager said
the quarry operations will not
affect the wells of area land-
owners or deplete the water
table, regardless where the
water is pumped from. “That
will all be monitored,” he said.

Regarding the provision of
permanent electrical services,
the Project Manager said he
was still trying to broker a deal
with a power company. “There
are preliminary negotiations
and discussions going on with
MEC,” he said. “They are pro-
viding the temporary single
phase power with a temporary
single-phase 200-amp trans-
former close to the site already.
We can be hooked up to that
connection in three to four
weeks. But, that isjust to power
the office and construction
trailers at the entry to the site.
Plant power is a whole other
issue. Preliminary discussions
with MEC have begun on that.
We need to provide them with
more data. A lot depends on
how they have to supply it to
us and how their power grid is
situated. We need to know our
rail route first to determine
how they will route (power
lines) to us. There are various
ways they could do that and it
is up to them to decide. We
have no control over that be-
cause, in the end, they (MEC)
will actually route the power
and deal with theissues of util-
ity right-of-way.”

The power lines could fol-
low the rail easement, if a
route is approved by the STB
or they could go a different
way, according to Remmert.

Asked if Vulcan or MEC
would be responsible for ob-
taining permission from land-
owners to run above ground
power lines across their prop-
erty, Remmert was unsure.
“That gets into the negotia-
tions between Vulcan and the
power company. Those nego-
tiations will take place at the
corporate level.”

The Medina Quarry Project
Manager said Vulcan would
not use historic preservation
donations as an incentive to
try to persuade the STB or oth-

ers to support the rail route
desired by Vulcan. The SEA
alone will make the route de-
cision, according to Remmert.

Asked about the power of
taking private property
against landowner wishes, via
eminent domain which the
aggregate company will re-
ceive if arail route is approved
by the STB, Vulcan officials
said fair market value would
be given to landowners for
any land the SGR rail line
might need. However, Vulcan
officials are hoping landown-
ers sell their land to SGR, if a
route is approved, so the rail-
road does not have to invoke
its power of eminent domain.

“We really don't know the fi-
nal details of that yet,” said
Vulcan's Clay Upchurch. “We
are hopeful that eminent do-
main won't even come into
play in this whole thing. We
want to successfully work with
all the landowners and keep
everybody happy through the
process, regardless of the route
that is approved.”

Upchurch said Vulcan will
negotiate to buy private land
for the SGR rail line at fair mar-
ket value, whether or not the
company has to invoke its
powers of eminent domain.
“We may buy entire proper-
ties. We may buy pieces of
properties. We may just buy
the easement the rail hasto go
through,” he said. “All of that
will be subject to negotiation.
We will have negotiations with
each individual landowner.”

If a landowner does not wish
tosell land toVulcan for the SGR
line, the company could file
with the local government
which would send the land-
owner a letter telling them that
they have to sell their property
or else their land will be taken
from them. Any landowner sub-
ject to eminent domain would
still receive fair market value for
their property, even if they have
to unwillingly turn over their
land to Vulcan and its railroad,
according to Upchurch.

Upchurch and Remmert
said Vulcan was due to issue a
press release soon, in the next
of couple days, to keep the
public informed of the status
of the proposed quarry.
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JOHN DAVENPORT/STAFF
Floodviaters rush past an abandoned car in the 11000 block of Orsnger neor Huebr: o and Vanee Jackson. Firetight s respoandad tn drons, of

v water rescue alls Thursday.
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CENTRAL TEXA
GETS DRENCHE
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Rescue workers stay
busy as bridges, homes
flood in Marble Falls.
___’__

" LISA SANDBERG
yTIN BUREAU

MARBLE FALLS — Water-
ary Central Texans, who sur-
red a deluge of intense sum-

mer storms early Wednesday,
were bracing again for another
round of flooding.

Between 10 and 12 inches of
rain was predicted to fall over-
night on already-soaked Marble
Falls, less than 24 hours after a
storm a night earlier dumped 19
inches of rain, swelling rivers
and creeks, destroying three
bridges and flooding as many as
150 homes and businesses.

Helicopters and boats plucked

dozens of people from trees,
rooftops and vehicles as the wa-
ter quickly rose with the tor-
rents.

Central Texas authorities said
they were amazed to report no
injuries or fatalities, though
there were plenty of close calls:
Officials in Williamson County
said 45 emergency rescues, in-
cluding one in a helicopter, took

See S. TFXASQ/RA

HILL COUNTRY

Three area
tributaries at flood
stage; one town hit

with 19 inches
in one night

IT'S NOT OVER
S.A. gets a flash
flood watch while
Austin-area
residents are
evacuated

. TOM REEL/STAFF
ie Third Street bridge was one of three bridges destroyed when Marble Falls was hit with 19 inches of rain. There were no injuries or fatalities reported.

INSIDE

The forecast: There's an 80 per-
cent chance of rain today, drop-
ping to 40 percent Friday. Check
the seven-day forecast and more
weather data. Page 8¢,

b

>> MYSA.COM

Go online for live radar images and
insiaht from tha \Waathaniana
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place early Wednesday. Thirty-
two high water rescues took
place in Marble Falls in just
six hours.

“It’s the worst I've ever seen
in my life,” said Marble Falls
Mayor Raymond Whitman, 47,
whose own home took in some
water Wednesday.

He said looters had been
seen in town but there were no
serious reports of thefts. No
curfew has been set, he said.

At least 11 people have died
in storms around the state
over the past week'and a half.

With more heavy rain fore-
cast for Central Texas over-
night, rescue teams on

Wednesday afternoon began

evacuating by air a dozen or so
residents of Camp Creek, along
Lake Travis in Burnet County,
and strongly urged residents
who live in the 200 homes be-
low Lake Buchanan to seek
higher ground. Three emer-
gency shelters were up and
running in Marble Falls; at
least 30 people made use of
them early Wednesday.

Residents of Graveyard
Point, along Lake Travis, near
Austin, were self-evacuating —
a familiar routine during
times of high water, said Roger
Wade, spokesman for the Tra-
vis County Sheriff’'s Depart-
ment.

The Sheriff's Department
closed the only road leading
from the town of Lakeway to
Graveyard Point and was not
“letting anybody in that
doesn’t belong,” he said.

Floodgates were. opened at
all five area lakes, Burnet
County Judge Donna Klaeger
said.

No one was expecting the
usually welcome rains to go
away anytime soon.

A flash flood watch for South
and Central Texas was ex-
pected to remain in effect until
noon today, according to the
National Weather Service.

A very moist tropical air
mass is expected to persist
across the area, including the
Hill Country and San Antonio,
through the end of the week
and into early next week.
There’s an 80 percent chance
of rain today, dropping to 40

Saturated state

Nineteen inches i
of rain fell early | % =
Wednesday in

Marbile Falls, S
highlighting a AT .
wet week across .

much of Texas.

%

Source: National Weather Service

Total rainfall in inches
June 21 through June 27 ~
12 24 46

W

6-8‘ 8-10 Over 10

0-1

Corpus Christi

& Brownsville

percent Friday

“This is going to be an ongo-
ing flood event. This will not
be over with today” warned
Joe Beal, general manager of
the Lower Colorado River Au-
thority, which controls water
levels at the Highland Lakes in
the Hill Country west of Aus-
tin.

“It’s going to take days, 1f
not weeks, to let this water
drain out of the lakes,” he said.

Lake Travis “is continuing
to climb, and it’s climbing at a
very rapid rate,” Beal said.

Three Hill Country tributar-
ies were at flood stage Wednes-
day — the Llano River at
Llano, the Pedernales River at
Johnson City, and Sandy Creek
near Kingsland, he said.

The release of floodwaters
will swell the Colorado River
in communities downstream of
Austin, Beal said, but remain
below flood stage.

Whitman Branch creek in
Marble Falls, typically 2-3 feet
wide, stretched at least 100 feet
across. Several nearby build-
ings were flooded, and vehicles
swept down the creek were
overturned. The smell of gas
and diesel fuel were heavy in
the air.

MARK BLACKWELL/STAFF

Paul Irvin found his sheet
metal shop near the creek un-
der 6 feet of water

It was a sick feeling to see
everything you've worked so
hard for washing down,” said
Irvin, who said his 20 employ-
ees more than likely are out of
work for a while.

Down the creek, at least four
Frito-Lay trucks that had been
loaded to make daily deliveries
had washed away, spilling
chips along the creek. One
large truck emblazoned with
the Doritos logo was stuck on
its side in the running water.

Flash flooding washed out
roads in Mason County and
caused minor flooding across
other parts of the Hill Country,
where a heightened readiness
was evident among officials
who'd seen in Marble Falls
just how bad things could get.

Mason County Judge Jerry
Bearden reported one motorist
was rescued, but no evacua-
tions or deaths had been re-
ported in the wake of the over-
night storm that dumped up to
10 inches on already-soggy soil.

“We don't usually get this
much rain at one time,” he
said. “The ground is saturated,
so it's not soaking in. It's just

‘nesses

RS RN R

running straight into the riv-
ers and lakes.”

[t’s the wettest year on re-
cord in Austin, where more’
than 30 inches of rain has fall- "
en since Jantary, and Dallas-
Fort Worth, Waco and erhlta
Falls also have réceived near
record amounts.

The rainfall has more than
compensated for a drought
that much of Texas had been
experiencing gsince 05, Na-
tional Weuther Service metoo~
rologist Mark Lenz said.

Many of the nﬁarly 7,200 Fes-
idents of Marble Falls faced
the peculiar problvm Wednes:
day of bemg, ‘surtotinded b}*
floodwaters “buf havmg no
drinking water.

The Tains damaged the pipe:
connecting  the city’s water
source Wwith its water plant,
Assistant City Manager Judy
Miller said.

“It could be days before we
get it working again,” she said.
“The city is pretty much shut
down.”

And so it seemed. Most busi-
remained closed
Wednesday. Tree branches and’
other debris littered streets,
which attracted the curious,
who snapped photos. Three ar-
ea bridges were damnaged. A’
smashed-up white limousine;
presumably carried by flood-
waters, came to rest along%lde
U.S. 183.

Nearby, Bill Wilcox was as‘
sessing the estimated $300,000
in damages his funeral home
sustained. Floodwaters burst
through the north wall of Dig-
nity Memorial early Wednes-
day, leaving a whole lot of
muck, and a waterline in some
parts of the building 3% feet
high.

Luckily, he said, “there were
no bodies inside at the time.”

Local officials said they did
not have damage estimates
from the floodwaters Wednes-
day morning and were spend-
ing the day preparing for what
would come when night fell.

{sandberg dexpress-news.net
Staff Writers Gary Scharrer '
in Austin and .Jeorge Zara-
zua and Zeke MacCormack
in San Antonio and the Asso-
ciated Press contributed to
this report.
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ENOUGH IS ENOUGH: TEXAS

And with several rivers
at flood stage, even
more is expected.
+

* PEGGY FIKAC
STIN BUREAUV

AUSTIN — Texas is facing a
:ather challenge of historic
oportions with more than 40

>> MYSA.COM

Keyword: Weather
For the latest forecast, current
radar and warnings.

days of storms affecting more
than 50,000 square miles, disas-
ter response officials said
Thursday.

Thirteen lives had been lost
to flooding and treacherous
weather conditions as of

" Thursday, and five people re-

main missing, according to ini-
tial reports compiled by state
officials.

Nearly 1,000 homes had been
destroyed in some 11 counties
surveyed so far out of 51 af-
fected, officials said.

“It’'s unprecedented in the
scope of the size (of the area af-
fected) and the time we've

See TEXAS’/8A

HAS SEEN 40 DAYS OF RAIN

THE FORECAST

Today: 50 percent to 80 percent
chance of showers and
thunderstorms. High 85 to 90.

Saturday: 20 percent to 50
percent chance of showers and
thunderstorms. High 85 to 90.

Sunday: 30 percent chance of
rain. High around 90.



‘exas’ rain takes

‘on historic proportions

Fifty-year water mark

The weather that has hammered Texas is causing flooding in all five of the state's biggest river basins

for the first time since 1957.

Source: National Weather Service

The five largest river I Counties declared disaster areas by
basins " Gov. Rick Perry
"1 Brazos ) Deaths caused by recent rains
. ' A : and floodin
: Colorado R A _ 9 A
" Nueces Rs J "?5." 0 Missing people reported
i : IR : .
; ! Red ' I I T AR
ot ’ i 3 A S Fhup § 3, B
¢ Trinity 8T R T v : e
L ' M‘ﬁ: a3 ‘ 73
06
/[\173[\ 17 J . @%)'-
' The 44 counties with disaster status 4 P IS
Gov. Rick Perry issued state disaster ] 2 '
dedlarations for Archer, Baylor, Bell, Blanco, o Aystin
Bosque, Brown, Burnet, Callahan, Coleman, g
Collin, Comanche, Cooke, Coryell, Dentan, .
Eastland, Ellis, Fannin, Gillespie, Grayson, San Antonio /
Hamilton, Hood, Hunt, Jories, Lamar, 7 L)
Lampasas, Lipscomb, Llano, Mason, 0“’(}3
Mclennan, Menard, Mills, Ochiltree, Parker,
Runnels, San Saba, Starr, Stephens, Tarrant,
Travis, Webb, Wichita, Williamson, Wise (1]
and Young counties.
Requests are pending for federal disaster
declarations for Burnet, Eastland, Parker,
Starr, Webb and Wichita counties.
SQURCE: Texas governor’s office
EXPRESS-NEWS GRAPHIC
T w w B T e P e ey s et (( bJ
o ) That’s the problem
Source of rain slowly moving on with the weather. It
A low pressure H . Y
system, centered ] ust doesn t
northeast of : »
Austin is slowly COOP erate.
moving northeast £ P Dallas STEVE MCCRAW
at five toten miles o e . H director of the Governor’s Division
per hour. Until the . . of Homeland Security
system moves on, ‘Austin |. Hou‘m" .
some spots in the San L :‘ * - H: High
Antonio area will get as e pressure
much as 3 inches of rain. B o system
Most of the area will - Llow
receive little rain, though. pressure
system
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o under this," said Jack
ey, . chief of the Governor’s
ion of Emergency Man-
erit, wlio has been dealing
; ﬂoed operations since

at this time of..
1 “We re fighting -
y not ﬁghting

‘ has issued

eral disaster
iver basins’

“contf
weelémdpoeeea

msans reservmrs
, with- water
and. there i8. ﬂoodin%

with them, but

g 14 inchee still weré expected .
Texas, with 4 tq € itrchiw,.
jble it some 1 pations.
rééched gq int.
res:

\vheré
are at, theiy mximum
bility. you. hear .
+ Zinch rain to yout that
: not seem slgmﬁcant ” Col-
leéy saig. “But right now, those
t‘orz ch rains are very sig-
1t because there's - just
s ply no place for it to go.” .
particuldr coricern, Thurs:
the Sahlne, lower

thern pa‘rt of " th&
/ already has de-
largest search-and-
Colley safd.

3 activated: more
Texas National Guard
rs ‘and -71. high-profile
‘ vehicles to agsist with-
nse to flooding and other
gencies; plus other. veht- -
and teams to help with po-

Y0S8 the Rio Grande Val-
1d "officials carefully watched'

i possibility of more rain,
lnlt also have begun elean~up

Colorado,- Bra

is- just doesn’t cooperate.” .

operations’ in ﬂooded areas.
““Right now, we're monitor-
ing a couple of neighborhoods
that afe at risk,” said George
.Garrett, emergency manage-
ment coordinator for Weslaco.
About 10 inches of rain has °

- fallen in the Mid-Valley area:

since Tupsday, Gatrett said,
“adding that the water was re-.
ceding steadily '

_To the west, a mandatory
evacuatlon for some neighbor-

+ Some families

stayed local Red Cross

sh ter

Rio Grande Clty area re-
eelVed ﬁ;in:?o 13 mches of rain

mtggx. tie Bl Crande i
j e‘mérgéhcy coordinatbr ?

worse,.butthank God the rain\ ‘
stopped he gaid’ “Right -
we're movingj into a clean

] salik

Starr . CQunty’ N
szy for a »disdstel | i
tion, & requeet that was “stilt.
awaitinﬁ wer, | '

"Hidalgo County has called

.. an emergency meeting for to-

day to begin repairs of floods.. -
damaged areas,

Steve McCraw, ditector of
the  Governor’s Division - of
Homeland Security, noted that
just the area affected by fload-
Ing is "blgser t.h% a lot of
stzIntes o Mim@s -

t’s larger tha’ IPPM ;
at 48,434 X f o

5:':

m ' et ,e_ A
the approxlmately 22 touched,
by derlcane Rita; oﬁﬂcxals :
8

edictions - are that the.
' weather system should leave
Texds by Saturday' or- ‘perhaps
Sunday, Colley said. As always
with the weather; that’s subJect
to an tpdate.
“That’s the problem w'ith the .
weather. ‘McCraw said. . “It

pﬁkac@expressrnews net

Staff Writer. Mariano Castillo .
in Laredo contrtbuted to Hus
report ) .
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Evamam of the La Coste VFD and the La Coste police nmvmﬁamnﬁ came out to assist a
stranded motorist, who attempted to pass through one of the many lower water cross-
ings that engulfed the city.(Photo by Jeff Wilton)

And the rains kept coming

CHRISTINA BARBEE
STAFF WRITER

Medina County is no
stranger to the extreme,
whether it be scorching
drought or rising floods.
Nearly halfway through the
year, floods seem to be the
order of the day.

“It seems like we don't
just have rain anymore, it
seems like we have flood or
hail, or wind or tornadoes,
said Medina County Sheriff
Randy Brown.

Over the past week, area
law enforcement have had a
heaping dose of storm-relat-
ed action and with a forecast
for rain, the alert wil] likely
continue.

“There’s always a bunch
of us out, including myself”
said Brown, “any time there’s
flooding or storms, there’s
always more deputies out,
checking the low water cross-
ings, assisting the public.”

Fortunately, Brown’s crew
only had to engage in one
high water rescue in the past
week, which is still under
investigation.

On C.R.463,in the Natalia
area, two people were res-
cued from the rising waters
of Chacon Creek.

Amanda Jones, 20 and
Salvador Solis, 23 were

i |

pulled from a tree by depu-
ties and the fire department
after grabbing it to avoid
being swept away.

“We were able to enter
the water and from there, we
pulled them to safety with a
rope,” said Brown.

Will Carter, trustee of the
BMA, said the spillway of
the creek just eroded and
washed away and it’s not the
first time it has happened.

“The spillway is made of
clay and with so much tur-
bulent water coming down
there, it eats a hole in the
spillway,” said Carter.

He said he does not know
how much the project to
repair the mvEém% will cost
and will require a meeting of
the BMA with the state.

“Idon’t think it will cost all
that much. We'll probably do
it with our own equipment.
We've done it before, we just
have to do it under state
guidelines,” said Carter.

Brown said the south end
of the county was hit the
worst with the most recent
flooding, culminating in the
cities of Devine and Natalia.

However, the city of
LaCoste is always the recip-
ient of high water in the
event of a flood, due to its
valley location.

La Coste mayor Henr
Seay said the water ha
since receded, but during th
beginning of the week, th:
city felt the intensity of th
rain.

“It pretty well shut u
down, three of the mair
roads out of town were al
blocked-off and we couldn’
get out, the only way ou
of town was through Lytle,
said Seay.

With more rains expectec
in the coming week, Sea
said his best advice to citi
zens is be aware of their sur
roundings.

“Just be careful, don
drive around the baracade:
when they have them pu
up,” said Seay.

Brown agreed and saic
the best way to avoid a dan
gerous situation is to no
drive through water, ever
if barracades have not beer
placed on the roads yet.

“If people see water, they
need to turn around, they
think it looks ok to cros:
and the next thing you know
you've gotten yourself in :
predicament and plus you've
got emergency services come
out and they’re risking then
lives to save those people
and it just causes a g@?.ov
lem,” said Brown.

MEDINA VALLEY

IMES
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Medina Dam

Rain in the “Bucket” fills Medina Lake

By Sula Combs

CASTROVILLE ANVIL STAFF

As visual proof of the unusual amount of rainfall we have
had this spring, Medina Lake rose almost 29 feet between
March and June 25.

Last year’s drought had a profound effect on the lake, which
reached a low point of just about 38 feet below the spillway
in March. Now it is only eight feet ten inches low.

According to BMA Business Manager Ed Berger, annual ir-
ngatlon allotment of 46,000 acre feet was completely used

=== #Thawnsene annnoh far corn and cotton, but the

grass and vegetable farmers got hit in September.”

He reported that they opened up the canal for 20 days in
January to fill farmers’ tanks and 13 days in early March and
also again in early June, but so far this year, “We have used
only about 2,000 acre feet.”

The “Bucket” is north of Bandera, an area which can re-
ceive prodigious amounts of rainfall. The national record was
set at the Manatt Ranch north of the little town of Medina in
1978, when it rained 48 inches in 52 hours.

Locals say there is a bad drought about every ten years and
an unusually rainy year every five years. The last rainy year
was 2002. Expect more rain.
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By Jennifer Schiffers

AnviL HERALD STAFF WRITER

" Heavy rains, flash flooding, high
water rescues and evacuations kept
emergency workers and law enforce-
fiient officials busy over the week-
end. Residents of D'Hanis, QUIhl and

ore rain

County begins cleanup after Sunday flooding

waters were rescued by heleicopters.
DPS, Texas Parks and Wildlife and
Channel Four heleicopter pilots per-
formed the daring rescues.
Emergency personnel were also
faced with the potential of an explo-
sion. Many propane tanks were

Medina County

swept away by

are struggling to Gepe pag'eS‘6-"7 Jor the raging creeks
recover from the _ iy .- " . and rivers. All of
massive damage * Photos of ﬂ oodmg f rom the trains were
sstained by the fhroughout the area rerouted or de-

‘orrential rains.

» Aide to flood victims on the

tained unti} the

.Storms  that way high water had
1overgd over . receided.

iouthi Texas ¢ TDCJ'“’!“sIhelP area Most of the
lumped between residents recover roads in the
L!izh;g c(:;, el'railn3 * Flood waters p rove deadly zl(:)l;:(;ydue t\(‘;etll;:
he aquifer re- * Immunizations offered high  water.
eived an eleven - Highway 173

ot boost as aresult of the rainfall that
ras received.
As a result of the flash flooding
tarly 350 people were evacuated
om their homes. Red Cross shelters
ere set up throughout the -area to
-ovide a safe place for the flood
citms.
Long time residents of D’ Hams said
is was the worst flooding in recent
emory. This flood is being com-
wred to the devistation in 1935,
Appoximately 30 families in
Hanis and 20 in the Quihi area-were
fected by the flood waters.
The evacuations began around 4
n. on Sunday morning. None of the
acuees had time to get any of their
longings out before flood watersbe-
1 to inundate their homes. Nearly a
zen people stranded by the high

was closed until Tuesday to through
traffic because of damaged bridges.

Although the Hondo Volunteer
Fire Company helped stop traffic
from driving through the high water
along the major roads, motorists still
.got stranded and had to be rescued.
Several citations were issued to
‘motorists who were caught driving
around the barricades.

Medina County Commissioners
held an emergency meeting Tuesday
to sign a resolution requesting that
the governor declare the county adis-
aster area.

Emergency Management Coordi-
nator Elva Miranda said they hope to
have a preliminary estimate on the
damage by Friday. .

State Rep. Tracy King has sur-
veyed some of the damaged areas in

his district.

“I don't know yet whether we wﬂl_
be receiving any federal or state
funds,” King said. "But I have been
looking into it. I am going to assist
Medina County in every way Icanto
help them.”"

County Judge Davnd Montgomery
has been on the phone with the
governor's office to dstermine what
the county needs to do to qualify for
assistance.

He said Governor George W.Bush

“had flown over the area to survey the
damage.

“Thave been on the phone with Joe
Albaugh, the govemor's chief of
staff, and he assured me the governor
will be in contact with us and assess
the area within the next few days,"
Montgomery said.

Senator Phil Gramm's office has
been in contact with the Texas Divi-
sion of Emergency Management.
Montgomery said Sen. Gramm has
indicated his willingness to assist the
state and local officials to pursue
federal assistance, if Gov. Bush de-
clares the county a disaster area.

Montgomery comended everyone
for all of their hard work. "This was
one the best organized efforts I've
seen,” he said. '

Sheriff's department also received
reports that an unidentified person
had been swept away by the currents
before rescuers could get to him.

Chief Deputy Gilbert Rodriguez
said they searched for a body until

Tuesday. "No body was_found and

everyone has been accoustted for so
far," Rodriguez said.
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RIVERCITY ... Ben Musguez took this picture of Howntown D'Hanis just as the flood waters began to recede

PHOTO BY TINA CHRISTENSEN
One of the Hondo Creek bridges on Tarpley Road took the brunt of
Sunday's floodwaters, cutting some of the county's northern residents
off from the rest of the population.

Neighbors' aid brings
joy to area woman aft
Hondo Creek rampag

By Mrs. Stanley (Ella) Mumme

Today, Monday, June 23, the Hondo Creek water is almost cli
silver as it rushes past, on its hurried way to another road cross

It is hard to belicve that only yesterday it rose to the highest
has ever been in the 56 years I have lived beside its banks. The d
tion it has caused in its short course through these acres is hear
ing... the giant piles of washed gravel, sand and sorted rock ¢
ingly spread over a large area, some washed back into the cree
sand pit (with machinery still on its floor) filled to overflowin
road torn up and pea gravel too deep...

As Idrove to check the other crossing, I made it just fine goi
coming back over thc same area, | hit a buried rock in the pea-
covered road. After some time of shoveling and trying, I knew the
was too stuck for me to get it out. Two young neighbor boys ¢
on their four-wheel all terrain vehicle. They were eager and h
help. I was impressed with their knowledge of how to go abou
this job. They were very respectful and coureous. After trying fc
time, though, we decided to stop as it was noon time. '

About 4 p.m., as I started oft with the tractor and air tank to s
I could do, T was met by thrce neighbor families who had fr
pickup, changed the flat tire, and were bringing the pickup hor

Words can't cxpress the joy I felt as the recipient of the gift
and cffort these neighbor families gave so freely to help me.
you sincerely. And to the county employces who fixed the o
thank you, also.
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PHOTO BY BEN

Quihi area

Flood waters
claim one life

Flood waters claimed the life of a
man around 1:30 a.m. on Monday.
Adolph Cruz, 76 and his wife Hay-
dee, of Moore were on their way
home in their car when swift waters
swept their car away.

The woman managed to get out of
the car but was unable to help her
husband get out of the car.

Mrs. Cruz managed to walk sev-
eral miles to get help. Dispatchers
received the call at 5 a.m. and recov-
ered the body at approximately 8
a.m.

The incident occured on FM 462
near the Frio County line.

Shots offered

The Medina County Health Unitis
offering free tetanus shots for people
that are working in the flood clean-
up. Shots will be administered at the
D'Hanis High School cafeteria from
9:30 a.m. until 3 p.m.

Anyone who is unable to get the
shots at the school on Friday can
come to the health unit today.

Although there is no charge for the
immunization, donations are ac-
cepted.

a5y

& A b} 3
PHOTOS BY KATHY ADLONG

The "downtown" area of Quihi sustained the highest water level mark
recorded in more than 40 years. Water from the combined Quihi and
Elm creeks brought some two feet of water up to FM 2676 south of
Bethlehem Lutheran Church. Newer residents at the far end of the
block of CR 4520, on the creek bank, had to be evacuated when the
rising water forced them to climb onto rooftops and into trees. Al-



PHOTO BY JEFF BEkRGEH
-ers were knee-deep on D’Hanis resident Alberto Fernan-
is point, at 11 a.m. Sunday, the water was still a few inches

This photo was taken from Hwy. 2676 looking west on CR 453. The
backwater low area only carries water when the Quihi Creek over-
flows its banks.

PHOTO BY CATHY DELK
uihi. Hope Palacios
lesendez (left) and
‘eceived an almost

g into his home on FM 2200.

Flood victims reminded to take safety precautions
Emergency Officials Remind Flood Victims About Safety precautions

The Texas Department of Health
(TDH) and the Texas Division of
Emergency Management (DEM)
have. warned that flooded streams
and rivers and rising lakes in South
and Central Texas already pose an
immediate threat to people in some
areas. Heavy rains and thunder-
storms have kept the ground satu-
rated for days, allowing no time for
normal run-off to occur,

Tom Millwee, Coordinator of the
Texas Division of Emergency Man-
agement, said, "Violent flooding,
lightning and the conditions that
result from such weather are serious
thrcats to hcalth and safety. All
people in the affected areas should
use caution while evacuating flood-
ing arcas, and later, while returning
home as the water subsidcs.”

He added that his office and TDH
‘have compiled the following list of
precautions which can help save
lives during flood emergencies.

= At cvery stage of the emergency,
remitmber not 1o panic. Your calm-
ness and ability to deal with the cir-
cuinstances can save the lives of
others. .

* During flooding, do not attempt
to drive through flood water of more
than onc foot deep. If you car stalls,
abandon it and scek higher ground.

» When cvacuating, comply with
government directions and never
drive around dctour signs-they are
there (or your protection,

« Takc only essential items, such
as prescribed medications, baby
clothing and supplics, a supply of
cash, traveler's checks or credit
cards, flashlights, batteries and a
battery-operated radio. Use the radio
tostay tuncd o the National Woabioy

Service for weather changes.

« Store and carry valuables in
water-tight containers.,

* As you leave your home, and if
you have time, turn off gas, electric-
ity and water. Afterward, do not
enter flooded buildings unless you
know the clectricity 1s turned off.

* Do not allow children to play
near any flood water or storm drain,

= Take care while wading in flood
water, since debris may hide nails,
wires, broken glass and other haz-
ards.

= Listen for public announcements
aboul the safety of municipal drink-
ing water, since flooding can con-
taminate trcatment plants and wells.
If testing indicates that your water
supply is tainted, expect to hear a
"boil water” order. If you have any
doubts about the safety of your
municipal or private well water, take
no chances - drink only bottled,
boiled or specially treated water, If
you arc unable to evacuate to higher
ground, but have ecnough time, ster-
lize bathtubs, cooking utensils and
othe large containcers with bleach
and fill them with water belore.con-
tamination can occur.

» If you use bottled water, know its
source. [f you use boiled water, be
sure it boils for at lcast one minute to
kill most organisms. To treat water
using a kit, follow enclosed direc-
tions, or if you don't have a kit, add
one-cighth teaspoon of household
chlorine bleach to cach gallon of
water.

» Do not cat [oods that have been in
contact with flood water. For babies,
use only canncd baby formula, not
powdered forinula prepared with
teeged water.,

usually can be eaten if they are still
"refrigerator cold,” but discard pre-
viously refrigerated food after it has
remained at room temperature for
more than two hours, or if it has an
unusual odor or color.

» Wash hands with soap and
treated or disinfected water before
eating or preparing foods, after toilet
use, after helping in clean-up activi-
ties and after handling floodwater-
contaminated items.

» Seek medical treatment, includ-
ing tetanus vaccinations to prevent
infection, forany woundsor injuries. °

« After flooding some areas may -
become infested with mosquitoes,
for which products containing
DEET are effective. During cleanup
operations, be sure to drain standing
water where the insects can breed.

* Be aware that wildlife, including
poisonous snakes, may alsp seek
shelter from the flooding in debris
and places where they are not often
found - in trees, homes, even in cars
which are left open.

« If you have had to evacuate, con-
sult authorities about downed power
lincs, chemical contaminations,
roadway damage and other flood-re-
lated hazards before retuming home.

*» Return home during the day, for
better visibility and to avoid using
electric lights. Do not use gas lan-
terns or torches.

* Do not re-enter your flooded
home until the main electrical switch
has been tumed off. Leave your
home immediately if you suspect a
gas leak, and try to report any utility
damage to authoriteis.

« Children should ncver be al-
lowed 1o play around high water,

[STPETITIN PN



PHOTO BY CATHY DELK

PHOTO BY .

The rescue squad talks strategy from their Hwy. 90 landing pad. The floodwaters were knee-deep on D’Hanis resident Albe
dez, but at this point, at 11 a.m. Sunday, the water was still a

' PHOTO BY CATHY DELK
A joyous renuion took place after a helicopter rescue from the rain-swollen creeks near Quihi. Hope Palacios
receives a hug from great niece Mirage Rodriguez, after she along with her cousin Elma Resendez (left) and
granddaughter Jacqueline Alvarez rode to a safe landing on Highway 390. (We also received an almost

shy of coming into his home on FM 2200.
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neighbor.

Numerous individua
including law enforc
ment officials, fire fig
ers, electric worker.
highway crews, helic
ter pilots, and a lot .
folks who just simpi
went out of their way
help friends and neig
bors in their time of n.
deserve a big THAN.
for their tireless, arou
the-clock efforts.

r. Wallis Stiles watches the water come through the yard of the rectory at Holy Cross Catholic Church in
YHanis late Sunday morning. By that afternoon, all the water had receded.

%

lients from the Ney Unit work to load debris along the streets of

'Hanis.

I'DCJ assists with
recovery effort

Following the devestating floods
1st weekend, many people have be-
un the clean-up and are attempting to
ut their lives back together. The
lean-up process will be much easier
1anks to the efforts of the clients at the
‘exas Dept. of Corrections Ney Unit.

Monday and Wednesday after the
«0od waters had receded, a crew of 45
1en from the Ney Unit was trans-
orted to help the areas that sustained
evere flood damage.

Trucks drove along the streets as the
lients loaded debris left by the flood-

PHOTO BY JEFF BERGER

THANKS

and personal belongings piled outon
the street were also loaded up and
hauled away.

The clients also worked toclear the
roads and repair culverts which were
damaged by the flood waters.

Ney Unit Clients have been work-
ing ten hours a day to get things
cleaned up as quickly as possible.

Residents forced to stay in the
shelters received help from the Tor-
res Unit. Numerous mattreses and
blankets were taken to the Red Cross
Shelter at McDowell to make their




hit by the floods, the clients helped get help volunteers transport supplics o
the sewer station cleaned up. Trash and from the shelter.

—

The Little Live O ' . . ) PHOTO BY JEFF BERGER
K ive Oak Creek wasn't so little Sunday, as it swelled behind the Landmark Shopping Center. The
creek made its way past the Encinito Apts., where it completely filled the trench, spilling over into Ave. U.

v
\A
A 4

o PHOTO BY CATHY DELK
A regular traffic jam formed on Highway 90 as the water from the Hondo Creek, plus all that from the Verde
Creek which joins the flow just north of the highway, engulfed the roadway. Traffic wasn't cleared to cross .
the bridne until 3:30 Sundav afternoon. '

PHOTO BY

The water was up all along 18th Street Sunday morning. |
as it looks at the intersection, this was the only 18th Stre
which wasn't barricaded immediately after the big rains.

if it had a name, it wa:
creeks, taking a large

How much rain dic
Who rescued »

What kind of d:
was sustained in yi

How high did the
at your hous

Call us and tell u
your expierenc
share your pict

We want to hear y«

Hondo Anvil F
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urch in

Helpful
neighbors

Numerous individuals,
including law enforce-
ment officials, fire fight-
ers, electric workers,
highway crews, helicop-
ter pilots, and a lot of
folks who just simply
went out of their way to
help friends and neigh-
bors in their time of need,
deserve a big THANKS
for their tireless, around-
the-clock efforts.

THANKS!
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Chamber of Commerce Director EImo Pope and Salvation Army
Representative Johnny Vega were on the phone trying to coordinate
the relief effort following the flood.

Help for flood victims begins

The Salvation Army and Red Cross
have been working closely with the
county to provide the families that
received damage as a result of the
floods with food, clothing, supplics
and other essential needs to help ti. -
recover.

Johnny Vega, a service rep for ‘The
Salvation Army is heading up the re-
liet ¢ffort for the organization.

"We will try to take care of anything
they need," Vega said. Approxi-
mately 50 clean-up kits were shipped
to Medina County to help residents
impacted by the flood recover.

"Anyone interested in making a
contribution to help the flood victims
can bring the goods to the Chamber
office at 1802 Ave M,” Chamber of
Commerce director Elmo Pope said.
"Monetary donations are also wel-
come."

A voucher system has been setupto
help people get the things they need to
return to their homes as quickly as
possible.

The Salvation Army distributed
clean-up kits earlier this week. An-

other truck of supplies is on the way.

Popc encourages everyone who
suffered losses due to the flood to
contact the Chamber otfice and let
them know what their needs arc,

“h» American Red Cross has cs-

4. telephone hotline to pro-
vide assistance to vietims of the
South and Central Texas flash flood-
ing.

People with disaster-caused needs
may call the Red Cross Hotline at |-
800-775-6803. Red Cross assistance
may include providing the means to
pay for what they need most from
groceries, new clothing, and rent, 1o
emergency home repairs, transporta-
tion, houschold items, and medi-
cines.

An assessment team is looking
over the damage in the D'Hanis and
Quihi arcas. A distribution center has
been set up at McDowell.

A truck will be at the Holy Cross
Parish Hall in D'Hanis from 9a.m.
until noon to distribute packaged
clothing to families impacted by the
flood.




PHOTO BY JEFF BERGER
long 18th Street Sunday morning. But as deep
section, this was the only 18th Street crossing
«d immediately after the big rains. PHOTO BY JEFF BERGER

Keith's obviously been working overtime, constructing a really, really
large pool at the intersection of Highway 90 and FM 2200 in D'Hanis.

PHOTO BY JEFF BERGER
if it had a name, it was over the banks. The normally placid Elm Creek east of Quihi ran wild, as did all area

creeks, taking a large chunk of FM 2676 with it.

Dakpotefo

ere serger | How much rain did you get?
enter. The

to Ave. U. Who rescued you?

What kind of damage
wis sustained m your area?

How high did the water get
at your house?

Call us and tell us about
your expierences or
share your pictures.

o ] | We want to hear your story.
GCATHY DELK Hondo Anvil Heruld

, PHOTO BY SYLVIA LUTZ
the Verde 426-3346 Vehicles large and small were washed away by the high waters in

:d to cross .

D'Hanis Sunday morning.
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Below is a copy of a letter from a supporter of the quarry and rail line project, who is'fifelpng
resident of Quihi and member of a family with financial interests in the proposed Vulcan project.
She attests to the long history of the danger, devastation and unpredictability of thesg flash floods
through Quihi, via the Eim, Quihi, and Polecat Creeks. She urges those not familiar with, or unable
to cope with, these floods to not locate here. Vulcan shouid heed her advncg. Vulcan has yet to
recognize, acknowledge or address these flooding issues, after 8 years of being asked to prowde
proof that their quarry and rail loop and rail line will not increase the flooding potential . Their only

response is that ‘flooding will happen’.

Hondo Anvil Herald - July 12, 2007 « 9A

Your Turn

Hondo Anvil Herald
P.O. Box 400, Hondo, TX 78861
anvil@hondo.net

Dear Editor,

[ must reply to the articles
in the paper last week regard-
ing the concerns of some of
the people north of Quihi
about the flooding along the
Elm Creek and other smaller
creeks on CR 351 and 353.
Those people invoived in the
rescue are lucky to have sur-
vived.

That land and those creeks
have been there for over 100

. years. It's part of nature.  have
lived no more than 50 yards
from the banks of the Elm
Creek for 68 years, first grow-
ing up on my parents place
and now since I'm married. I
have seen the creeks a lot
higher than this.

The flooding is nothing
new. When we were growing
up we knew to expect this ev-

ery time it rained a lot. We
stayed home. Chickens, sheep
and cattle were washed away.
My Dad probably had to put
back more “washed out”
fences than anyone else. My
husband is out there right
now, as I'm writing this, trying
to put back our fences that
- were washed away.

We don't like it, but anyone
living next to these creeks has
two choices. Either learn to
live with it or move away.
Simple as that.

Whatever you do, please
don't expect any Medina
County Commissioner, Sher-
iff or anyone else to come up
with some kind of miracle to
avoid the flooding. That is ab-
solutely impossible. You are
living with nature.

Leona Niebuhr
Hondo
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Lopez speaks out for
northwest side residents

By wWilllam Hoover

AnviL HERALD CORRESPONDENT

Former Mayor, city park namesake and
community leader T.A. Lopez made an un-
solicited speech to council regarding the
construction of an elevated 16th Street
bridge where 16th Street crosses Elm
Slough.

With the regfon, Hondo and Elm Slough
saturated from this year’s record rains,
Lopez informed councii the water has been
standing up to six inches deep on 16th
Street at the slough. He said the water re-
tention is a hazard for children, motorists
and other northeast side residents.

Silt has also built up in front of the nu-
merous drainage inlets at the base of the
16th Street bridge walkway. The inability of
the water to flow south is forcing residents
without cars in the city’s oidest section of
town to cross over on bicycies or walk
through the storm water, which is of un-
known quality. People who must drive
through the standing water, which some-
times sits on the road for two weeks after a
rain, can aiso damage their cars’ brakes, al-
ternators, and other parts, according to
Lopez.

The spry, 86-year-old community activ-
ist told council some 70 houses in the old-
est section of the city are affected by the
standing water on 16th Street and its hid-
den hazards. Many of the residents, such as
Lopez himself, are United States war veter-
ans. Lopez sald the bridge across Elm
Slough on 18th Street does little for the 70
families living north or east of the Elm
Slough’s intersection with 16th Street.

“We want a bridge on 16th Street because,
when it rains, it floods the street,” he said
of his northeast side neighbors. “A lot of
traffic has to go acrogss there (the intersec-
tion of 16th Street and Elm Slough). The
people who live on Avenues A and B, on
16th Street and to the north, drive through
there and a lot people walk through there
because they don't have cars. I don't see
why we have to go around to 18th Street to
get to downtown or back to our homes.
That’s the reason people are asking for an
elevated 16th Street bridge”

The northeastside residents asked Lopez
to speak for them before council because,

he said, a lot of them do not want to keep
coming back to council to make their re-
quests, just to be disappointed. “We have
five WWII veterans, five Korean veterans,
four Viet Nam veterans and we have two
people serving in Iraq right now,” said
Lopez. “I, too, am a WWII veteran. We fight
for this country but we don’t get much.”

Lopez said he and his fellow veterans felt
like they were not receiving their fair share
of city tax dollars when it came to infrastruc-
ture improvements. He implied an appeal to
Austin was possible if the city fuailed to build
an elevated bridge on 16th Street or if some
other solution to the drainage problem was
not found.

“I thought maybe you could give us an
answer,” Lopez told council. “It not, we will
have to take other steps somewhecre else.”

The old, northeastside lots may be small
and inexpensive, some were originally pur-
chased for $50, but they are home to the
people who live there and nobody shiould
be expected to give up their home, accord-
ing to Lopez. The northside comnunity
leader suggested widening 16th Street,
building a four to five foot high bridge over
the existing road or installing 60 inch box
culverts beneath the road to carry the wa-

- ter out of town.

Mayor Jim Danner said he appreciated
Lopez’s comments and noted he was not
aware water stood on 16th Street at Elin
Siough for up to two weeks. Danner noted
the Union Pacific railroad beds act as a dam,
making water back up on the city’s north
side and preventing the flow of storm wa-
ter south under Hwy 90.

City Manager Robert Herrera assured
Lopez a way to address the problem would
be forthcoming as the city engages in other
street extensions and drainage improve-
ment projects. When the city extends 22ud
Street as planned, Herrera said the city
might have the opportunity to also fix the
drainage on 16th Street at Elm Slough.

“I'was out there this afternoon looking from
Hwy. 90 to the north of the sfough,” suid
Herrera. “It is my understanding the city owns
that (property to the north of Hwy 90). And it
is also my understanding that the slough,
from Hwy. 90 to the south, is actually not un-
der the control of the City of Hondo. It was a

See LOPEZ, Page 2a



t~e (fongo Community Center at
10 a.m. New members are always
welcome.

HHS band members

There will be a fitting for
uniforms from 10 a.m. -2 p.m. on
July 16 to 20 for retuming
members. The fitting for all
members Is from July 23 - 27,
also from 10 - 2,

Woolls PTO meeting

There will be an organizational
meeting for Woolis Intermediate
School on Monday, July 23 at 6
p.m. In the Woolls cafeteria.
Everyone is welcome.

Red Hat Society

Red Hat Society will resume
monthly schedule by meeting for
lunch at 11:30.at Neal's Cafe in
Concan on Tuss., July 24. See
article in this issue for directions.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE I1A

Proto 8y Dawn Hoover

Elm Slough

concern I have raised in the
past with some of our staff
members because we do go
out to the south to maintain
the vegetation growth so the
water can move out of town.
We need some drainage im-
provements and, perhaps
when we address the 22nd
Street extension, we will get to
that.”

Herrera said Lopez’s con-
cerns had reinforced his desire
to see a new UP railroad cross-
ing for vehicles and pedestri-
ans at Veterans Blvd. at Hwy
90, across from the Wal-Mart
Supercenter. “A new railroad
crossing at Veterans Blvd.
would provide the residents of
those 70 homes with an outlet

. and probably cost a third of

the cost of a new bridge or
walkway,” said I‘j]e City Man-
ager.

Danner suggested keeping
the slough well-mowed to fa-
cilitate the flow of water south
of town until a better solution
could be found. “The city
manager will look into this
and get back to you in three

to four weeks,” Danner told
Lopez. ,
The mayor promised Lopez

some kind of action would be
taken and council would con-
sider addressing the problem
at their upcoming budget
workshops.

In comments made after
the meeting, Lopez said the
city had received various
Community Development
Block Grants intended for
under-served, low-income
areas of town, which could
have been used to upgrade
the 16th Street drainage prob-
lem. However, Lopez said the
city’s CDBG money was usu-
ally spread all over town and
very little was spent entirely
on low-income areas.

Lopez said he hoped the
city could find funds to fix the
16th Street crossing, because
providing safe streets is a ba-
sic city service. He noted the
city was preparing to spend
$181,000 on a nature trail
park, when making safe
streets should be a higher pri-
ority because streets are ne-

cessities for all taxpayers, i
cluding northeastside res:
dents who are proud of thei
history.

“They may be small bu
they are our homes and w
are not going to move fron
there,” Lopez said of hi
neighborhood.

In Other Business

« City Manager Herrera tol:
council aworkshop would b
held in city hall on July 2.
from 8:30 a.m. to noon to dis
cuss pending budget issues
The July 25 workshop will b
one of four and will brin;
council up to date on issue
in the Fiscal Year 2006-200°
budget.

Herrera said actual budge
workshops, for FY 2007-200t
would be held Aug, 7,8.and 8
On Aug. 7 and 8, council wil
review the proposed budgets
for city departments. On Aug
9, the council will set the bud-
get {or the nonprofit entitie:
the city supports. The new fis-
cal year begins October 1
2007, and the budget must be
prepared at least two weeks in
advance, according to thu
City Manager.

“With our new (Home Rule)
Charter, the budget must be
presented to council on or
before August 15th,” said
Herrera. "And it must be
adopted by Oct. 1.”

Danner noted the annual
Hondo City Staff Picnic would
be held in City Park #1 at 6
p.m. on July 27. The mayor
encouraged council mem-
bers, most of whom he said
were not present last year, tu
make an appearance to show
city employees they appreci-
ate what they do for the
town's citizens.

*The next regularly sched-
uled meeting of the Hondu
City Council will be Monday,
Aug. 6, at 6 p.m. in city hall.
The meeting is open to the
public.



