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Docket No. FD 35952

Re:  Proposed Great Lakes Basin Transportation Rail Line in Illinois

The Illinois Corn Growers Association (ICGA), representing more than 4,500 corn farmers within our state, is pleased to be able to provide comments on the proposed Draft Scope of Study for the Environmental Impact Statement on the Great Lakes Basin Rail Line Project.

As we review this issue, there appears to be some benefits to farmers, should a bypass like the Great Lakes Basin Rail Line (GLB) be approved.  We see the need to eliminate or avoid rail bottlenecks in Chicago and definitely understand that farmers could realize financial benefits if their corn were to reach an end market faster and more efficiently than under current rail structure.

However, we also see detriments to the proposal, namely the loss of prime farmland for our northern Illinois members.  Our members are rightfully angry about the potential for family farms to be dissected by the new rail line.  There are also concerns about public utility right of way precedent being set, property values decreasing as a result of the rail line, concerns about subsurface drainage, etc.

IL Corn believes the Surface Transportation Board (STB) should conduct a full review on the merits of the proposal and not allow the review to be waived.  

IL Corn will continue to monitor the proposal and looks forward to the STB’s full review of the project.

Sincerely,
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Jeff Jarboe, President
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