I was born and raised in the beautiful San Juan Islands. I have also had the privilege of traveling to Beijing and other cities in China, where the air is so polluted with coal dust that when you blow your nose, the resulting nasal discharge is black. To think of the pristine gorgeousness, the quality of life, not only of the marine creatures and terrestrial animals, but of the people as well, to say nothing of the economic detriment from loss of tourist interests being sullied by dust from coal trains and barges makes me sick. Discounting the environment in such a way, just so coal companies have the, by no means guaranteed, opportunity to get rich is nothing short of criminal. Especially considering that when the Chinese increase their own domestic coal mining operation, as they are said to be doing, the shipping of US coal across the Pacific may even cease to be profitable. As it is, we would be selling for a pittance a substance that would be burned in China, increasing global greenhouse gasses and decreasing Chinese people’s air quality while at the same time destroying our own environment with coal mines, coal dust and heavy shipping. 
I am a United States citizen strongly opposed to the Cherry Point Gateway Pacific Terminal. In order for such a travesty to even be considered, it is imperative that a thorough Environmental Impact Statement be prepared, not only for Cherry Point, but for the Tongue River Valley rail line as well. The environmental impact statement for the proposed Tongue River Railroad should analyze the following:

· Public convenience and necessity: This proposed railroad is not for the “public convenience and necessity” which is what is required in order for a body to get the power of eminent domain and condemnation authority. This railroad would serve only one coal company giant, Arch Coal, which intends to sell the coal to China and other Asian countries.

· Impacts on property values: The project would devalue property and infringes on property rights. This railroad will cause fires, spread weeds, devalue property (especially riverfront property), will make ranching and farming more difficult and expensive, will split ranch land in half and separate fields from the river and will shift the liability of train crossings to the landowner.

· Wildlife: The Tongue River Valley is rich in wildlife habitat and home to outstanding elk and mule deer populations as well as upland birds. Industrializing this valley with a railroad and the coal strip mine it serves will seriously degrade this excellent sportsman resource.

· Flooding: The railroad bed will act as an earthen dam and potentially worsen the flooding problems now experienced in Miles City in the winter with ice jams.

· Noise: The loud trains will ruin the quiet enjoyment of nearby recreation areas near Miles City.

· Infrastructure and traffic: Taxes will go up for residents communities along the rail lines as the coal heads to coastal ports for shipment. This railroad will increase coal train traffic substantially causing traffic delays, noise, and diesel pollution. The only way to live with this increased traffic will require expensive over passes and safety crossing which are paid for primarily by local taxpayers.

The Tongue River Railroad will allow coal that should stay in the ground to be burned in dirty Chinese plants and will fuel intolerable, decades-long increases in Carbon Dioxide emissions. The greenhouse gas costs of Otter Creek coal go far beyond just burning the coal. It must be mined, hauled by trains fueled by diesel to West Coast terminals, shipped overseas by ships fueled by diesel, and then hauled in China to the plants. I would like to see the United States take responsibility for the environmental pollution our coal will cause in China. Lastly, an economic projection from a neutral third party would be highly useful in determining exactly who and by what measure big coal would profit and small tourist corporations would suffer. Instead of just blindly subsidizing big corporations and allowing them to tear up the earth and destroy the quality of our air in the name of helping the economy, why don’t we subsidize small local businesses that work to produce localized clean energy (thereby profiting our people and the Chinese people, rather than the Chinese Government). After all, to quote David Suzuki, “There are some things in the world we can’t change – gravity, entropy, the speed of light, and our biological nature that requires clean air, clean water, clean soil, clean energy and biodiversity for our health and well being. Protecting the biosphere should be our highest priority or else we sicken and die. Other things, like capitalism, free enterprise, the economy, currency, the market, are not forces of nature, we invented them. They are not immutable and we can change them. It makes no sense to elevate economics above the biosphere.” 
