Concerns regarding the GLB Railroad:
· Transportation Systems
· Closing township roads impacting rural school bus routes, emergency responders, commute times, business.
· Herscher School District is 256 square miles. Students already ride buses over an hour. Closing roads and adding up to 20 railroad crossings will not only increase bus routes but will also increase the probability of bus/train accidents and student driver/train accidents. Also there will be longer response times for police, fire and ambulance vehicles due to crossings and road closures.
· Safety
· Increased possibility of spills and derailments – increases need for extensive training and equipment to deal with these spills. Salina Township is a volunteer fire department – who will bear the cost of this training and equipment?
· Impact on current land use
· Permanent destruction of prime farmland (approx. 6,700 acres: 20 per mile for 270 miles). This is a farming community; the proposed railroad directly affects these families and communities financially.
· Large fields divided into small pieces decreases productivity. Depending how small these fields are – farm machinery may be too large to use in these fields.
· Large amounts of fill are needed to build “fly-overs” and bridges. These “fly-overs” and bridges change the natural grade of the land.
· Recreation
· The GLB Railroad will go over and through the Kankakee River State Park. For the first time in the 22 years I’ve lived in my house, a bald eagle landed in my front yard.  They are finally nesting in the Kankakee River State Park.  This park is utilized by all area residents and believe it or not – tourists! Tourists who come to the state park for recreation and to see those eagles in a natural setting, not a zoo.
· Impact on Agricultural Activities (Biological Resources)
· Crossing delays for farm machinery and equipment; lost productivity and profits
· RR will cause land locked farms and pastures. If an emergency occurs, farmers will not be able to evacuate valuable livestock in timely manner.
· Damage to existing field tile lines – loss of investment.
· Decreased production of crops and livestock
· Increased use of herbicides to maintain unused portions of easement

· Water Resources
· The natural grade of the land will be altered disrupting the natural flow of surface water, potentially creating artificial ponds and wetlands
· Stagnant water will lead to issues with mosquitoes, wildlife and access to areas
· Possible ground water contamination due to spills and/or derailments
· Geology and Soils
· Risk permanent damage to surrounding soil with the transport of oil and chemicals
· Disturbing 23 acres of farmland per mile of railroad track
· Compacting soil during construction
· The loss of prime farmland
· Air Quality and Climate
· Increased noise and vibration levels both day and night. Two tracks will be able to handle 110 trains per day. One train every 13 minutes
· Socioeconomic
· 24 acres of farmland per mile of railroad and over 6,000 acres of easements will be permanently taken out of crop production, causing loss of farm income for current and future farm owners
· Decreases land values for surrounding properties resulting in a lower tax base and less real estate taxes. The majority of our school funding comes from property taxes.
· The risk factors associated with a privately funded company taking on this huge project – especially when there are no railroad companies signed on to use. This is not a company with a proven track record building railroads. What happens if they run out of money or the project is not profitable?  All this destruction? 
· Environmental  Affects
· Wetlands
· Subsurface Drainage
· Wildlife Habitat
· Eagles
· Deer
· Fox
· Water Fowl
· Forestry
· Farmland Protection
· Farm Fragmentation
· Storm water runoff
· Erosion Control
· Borrow Sites
· Conservation Reserve Program 
· Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
· Conservation Stewardship Program  
· This new railroad line allows the rail shippers to get their product to their destination quicker which results in more profit for the shipper (and GLB). Since when can eminent domain (the taking of private property for public use) be used to generate more corporate profits?
· Would you want 110 trains per day passing 150 yards from your picture room window?


