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Federal Surface Transportation Board
Washington, D.C.

September 29, 2008

Dear Board Members and Staff,

River Grove is a small community (population 10,000) and sits just west of the great city of Chicago, Illinois.  The main intersection of our town, representing the heart of our business district, sits just 300 yards south of a very busy CN rail line.  This line is shared by the Metra commuter line and other carriers which average 120 trains per day.  Because of the short distance between the grade crossing and the major intersection, vehicles are backed up, resulting in traffic standstills, many times throughout the day.

River Grove is currently working to redevelop our obsolete downtown business corridor.  The issue of the inconveniences and business interruptions related to the frequent train delays has been a source of concern to potential stakeholders in our redevelopment efforts.  The proposed CN purchase of the EJ&E lines offers a glimmer of relief to our community.  The positive impact will be a small reduction in the daily number of trains running through our community.  More importantly, it will relieve the railroad congestion throughout the broader region where our residents commute, shop, and work.

The railroad tracks existed well before River Grove was founded in 1888.  However, the 120 trains per day is a relatively new phenomenon.  This is not a case of somebody building a new home next to a superhighway and then complains about all the cars.  Rather, the railroad congestion has gradually grown and grown over the years and it has now reached unreasonable proportions.  Any reduction in this trend, such as the relief offered by the CN acquisition, is cause for hope in our community.

Railroads are a necessary inconvenience that benefits all of the citizens of Illinois and our entire nation.  It is only fair and equitable that we spread that burden out over a greater geographical area.  Regrettably, the debate over the decision to allow the EJ&E purchase has taken on the appearance of an exercise in class warfare.  The western and northern suburbs, typically higher-income communities, have expressed shock and outrage at the idea that they should have to experience the same railroad-related inconveniences that the rest of us have dealt with for decades.  Please offer River Grove the much-needed relief from growing train congestion.  Please approve the CN acquisition of the EJ&E rail lines.

Sincerely,

Raymond Bernero




Village of River Grove


2621 North Thatcher Avenue


River Grove, Illinois 60171-1698


Telephone (708) 453-8000 ( Fax (708) 453-0761


Raymond Bernero, Director of Economic Development








