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June 30, 2016

Mr. David Navecky
Surface Transportation Board
395 East Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20423-0001
Docket No. FD 35952

Dear Mr. Navecky,

We oppose the Great Lakes Basin proposal and we are writing regarding Docket No. FD 35952.  We live in as well as have a business in Section 30, Grundy County, IL.  Our home is located near marker 106 and our specialty u-pick farm is located near marker 107 on the proposed GLB map.  The proposed railroad would sprawl across three states and 11 counties along the way causing negative impacts as follows:

A.  The proposal to “Stub Roads”
Blocking country roads or “stubbing them” would create single routes to and from destinations.  This would not allow EMS and Fire Departments access to assist in emergencies.  

Bus routes would take a lot longer if roads are stubbed, increasing ride time unnecessarily. 

If roads are stubbed then farm equipment would have to take alternative routes and this could place the large slow moving equipment in paths of heavily driven roads.  

Mazon has three nuclear power plants (LaSalle Station, Braidwood Station & Dresden Station) all within a close radius.  In the event of an evacuation it would behoove one to be able to travel on direct routes and not stubbed roads to reach safety.

The training and ability of EMS & Fire Departments to properly handle a train derailment with hazardous cargo is a serious concern.  A lot of EMS and Fire in our area is volunteer.

B.  Land Concerns
The farmland in this area is considered prime farmland, the quality of this black soil can’t be replaced, once it is disturbed or removed it is no more.  

Large machines moving dirt and cutting open the land can lead to drainage and tile disruptions which will have a negative effect on the land. 

Many large easily farmed parcels will be divided into many smaller parts and some will no longer have easy access and some will be left land locked.  

There are areas in Grundy County that had former mining operations such as Verona, South Wilmington, Coal City, etc.  The stability of the land is a concern as well as possible sinkholes.



B.  ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN
The hundreds of daily trains that will be using the route will create noise pollutions, unwanted vibrations as well as air pollution from the diesel engines.

The wildlife in the area will be disrupted by the train traffic and negative possible consequence need to be addressed.

The removal of prime farmland will have a negative impact on production acres.

Property values may decrease as a result of massive train traffic volume.

Our 10-acre specialty u-pick farm, Olive Berry Acres, according to the proposal map will have train tracks running through the front of our farm and a spur on the south side of our farm.  This would destroy the land and have enormous effect on our family upick farm.  

Please consider ALL the impacts this proposed railroad would have on all the people in the communities along the line, which stretches across three states.  I urge the STB to exercise due diligence to the upmost extent possible during this review.  



Regards,



Michelle & Nicholas Weber








