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September 24, 2008

Phillis Johnson-Ball

Surface Transportation Board

395 E Street, SW

Washington, DC 20423

Ref: STB Finance Docket No. 35087

Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball:

I am writing to urge the Surface Transportation Board to approve the Canadian National
acquisition of the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway.

Freight trains impose a heavy burden on the residents, businesses and visitors in our community.
Everyday we deal with the delays, noise and pollution that result from the freight trains passing
through and idling in our community. Allowing CN to move their trains to the EJ&E would
disperse the concentration of freight trains coming through Chicago and nearby suburbs and, as a
result, diminish the environmental burden that we bear.

In addition, opponents claim that increased freight traffic will compromise their safety by
delaying emergency vehicles and personnel. If the Surface Transportation Board assessed the-
positive impact on communities that will see a decrease in freight trains most of which have
higher population density, they would inevitably reach the same conclusion that we have — that
fewer lives will be jeopardized if the‘trains move to the EJ&E.

Finally, in this uncertain economy, the Chicago region cannot afford to lose its position as a
transportation hub. As high fuel costs push more freight onto the U.S. rail system, railroads and
their customers will not tolerate the bottleneck created by freight congestion in Chicago. They
will shift their trains to rail lines passing through other Midwestern towns. Chicago cannot afford
the loss of this industry and its jobs. :

We have lived with rail congestion for years and now want the relief that would resuit from the
EJ&E transaction. On behalf of my constituents in the Riverside area, I urge you to approve the
CN acquisition of the EJ&E.

arold\J. Wiaduck, President
tHagg of Riverside

Provide quality municipal services to our residents and visitors in a fiscally responsible
manner consistent with our Village's historic tradition and community atmosphere.
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