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Dear Consulting Parties . -
After reviewing Southwest Gulf Railroad attomeys April 5, 2007 letter, the Tap Pilam Nation Tribal
Council (pronounce, Taap Piilamm) submits the following statements for consideration.
For the Record, Tap Pilam Coahuiltecan Nation is opposed to the SGR “Proposed route”,
and prefer the MCEAA Medina Dam Alternative route. This decision was made after much de-
liberation and discussion within our Tribal Council & Communities. The Proposed Route by
Southwest Gulf Railroad including all it’s mitigation measures is certain to be more disruptive and
likely to destroy much of our ancestral cultural & history deposits. This Proposed route courses .
through the Quihi valley, and area known to us to have been inhabited by our Tribal ancestors. On Pt
January 27, 2007 our Historical researchers provided a small amount yet significant & conclusive 4}’ L
historical documentation of our Historical, Cultural & Spiritual (Religious with regards to the Ve 341 h
“cenotes”) evidence that clearly establishes our Tribal affiliation to this project area. Y
European Spanish Archival records along with past archeological excavations provide a
clear pattern of how our ancestors inhabited much of the Hill County, from parts of East Texas into -
West Texas, Gulf, and South Texas. Our Ancestors may have been driven and displace from much of
our homelands, but many of our Ancestors cultural & historical presence remains and they are buried
near the very waters that their livelihood depended on for survival.
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My experiences in the past 18 years in Texas with Federal, State Governmental agencies &
Private industries have been disappointing to say the least. No matter how well intended this process
is meant to be by well meaning people, the actions of those after they have obtain their permits
usually fall way short of their responsibilities that they are bound to. We respectfully offer the
following reasons for our objections to this propose route.

- (1) This proposed route with it’s necessary excavations, cuts, fills and alteration of the

1t ) terrains will surely destroy much those historical deposits.

b Y ’\ (2) State and Federal permitting processes in the past have been only pro-forma: no

: meaningful or with very little input and participation with Tribal communitics that are
e most affected from this process.

w (3) Deadlines, cost factor, Political pressure & interference become the sole basis for
disregarding & ignoring Federal, State Laws compliance at the expenses of Tribal
communities.

(4) Past excavations under these conditions have demonstrated it’s of no or little benefit
to our Communities.

(5) Tribal communities in Texas have historically been omitted in the “scoping” and “
monitoring” of the permitting process; with regards on projects that involve Indian
cultural deposits, burials, ect... '

(6) It is clear to us who have had the difficult & burdensome experiences of having to
5t o rebury many of our ancestors in the past that the offer in allowing us that privilege is
MIEENES somewhat disingenuous and offensive. We do so only because we know the alternative

?I of past abusive, and it is the only altemative that we have if we wish to protect our

| i culture & historical past. We have a clear understanding between ignorance and

S stupidity. We would like to avoid that possibility or certainly minimize that possibility.

- (7)  Our traditions, culture, & spirituglity requires relevance to the sacredness’ of our
past along with our responsibility to those ancestors whose sacrifices provided us with
our very existence and hope for our future. _ (S0 W

At the public hearing on 3-26-07 I commented on the high probability of encountering N ’ (K
cultural deposits, and ancestral remains, these remarks were then supported by the Texas SHPO Mr. i "‘Z B
Larry Oaks. Therefore, the alternate routes proposed by the MCEAA would present the less
likelihood of encountering ancestral remains & deposits.

In conclusion the Tap Pilam Coahuiltecan Nation respectfully requests that the STB, THC,
and ACHP not approve the “Propose route” as made by Southwest Gulf Railroad Co.

Tap Pilam Nation
Tribal Council Representative
Historic & Cultural Preservationist
Raymond Hernandez
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