
September 13, 2008

Surface Transportation Board
Board Member W. Douglas Buttrey
395 E. Street, S.W .
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Dear Board Member Buttrey,

Georg K. Michehl
879 Interlaken Drive
Lake Zurich, Illinois 60047
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As a resident of Lake Zurich, Illinois, I would like to state my strong opposition to the Canadian
National Rail Road's acquisition of the EJ&E Rail Road currently pending an environmental
review by the U.S. Surface Transportation Board in Washington, D .C. This acquisition has
absolutely no value for Lake Zurich or any of the other Illinois communities along the EJ&E rail
line and in fact will only serve to destroy the local environment and ruin the economy of our
communities . The State of Illinois and the Chicago metropolitan area can ill afford the negative
consequences of this transaction.

The Village President of Lake Zurich and the Board of Trustees have gone on record opposing
the transaction, and I as a resident taxpayer strongly oppose this acquisition . My specific reasons
are spelled out below :

•

	

The acquisition will bombard quiet residential neighborhoods and school properties with
increased noise and vibrations from dramatically increased train traffic .

•

	

Disruptions to various businesses, negative impact on property values and hesitancy to build
will impair realization of current and fixture plans within the Downtown redevelopment area .

•

	

Additional delays from increased train traffic will negatively impact public, vehicular and
pedestrian safety.

•

	

Average train lengths of 10,000 feet will block our at-grade crossings and all major arterial
roads near these at-grade crossings .

•

	

The added delay will increase emergency response times of the Village's emergency services
personnel and will potentially cause unnecessary loss of life .

•

	

Community School District 95 buses cross the Village's at-grade crossings 233 times per day
and increased train traffic will dramatically impact transportation of students and the added
trains will increase potential train/school bus conflicts .

• Lake Zurich High School and May Whitney Elementary School directly abut the existing
railroad tracks thereby presenting a hn7s1rd to students that will cross the tracks despite the
danger and the warnings .

•

	

Many School District 95 classrooms and children are within a few hundred yards of
hazardous rail cargo .

•

	

The long-planned and much-needed commuter rail service, STAR Line, is slated to use the
EJ&E tracks which would decrease the amount of carbon emissions by reducing automobile
traffic. The proposed transaction will jeopardize STAR Line's viability and effectiveness
with significant negative impact on the region's traffic congestion and air quality .

I moved to Lake Zurich because of its quiet, suburban atmosphere . That atmosphere will no
longer exist if the sale of the EJ&E is approved . Please help the residents of the Village of Lake
Zurich to protect our property values by opposing this transaction . Thank you .


	page 1

