Eugene & Elizabeth Conrad
33 Squire Road

Hawthorn Woods, IL  60047-8899
September 27, 2008
Ms. Phillis Johnson-Ball

Surface Transportation Board 

395 E Street, SW 

Washington, DC 20423 

Ref: STB Finance Docket No. 35087

 Dear Ms. Johnson-Ball,

We are writing to express our opposition to the prospective acquisition of the EJ&E line by Canadian National Railway (CN). We strongly feel that the negative impact this proposed transaction will have on our local communities is immense.
The only benefit of this transaction will be to CN – a foreign company that has only its best interests and bottom line results in mind. There is clearly no benefit to the surrounding region.  
The environmental impact of increased number of longer and faster freight trains running through our neighborhoods will result in:

· More accidents and deaths along the rail line 

· An increase in automobile traffic gridlock at rail crossings 

· Elevated pollution and noise levels 

· Dangerously longer response times of our Police, Fire and Emergency Medical Teams 

· Disruption and/or closure of local business activities 

· Adverse impact on our property values 

· Additionally, recent studies by RTA have revealed that a potential overcrowding of the EJ&E lines will also interfere with commuter METRA train lines affecting our ability to get to and from our workplaces in a timely manner 

What is even more alarming, is that CN has only committed a merge $ 40 M to address grade crossing separations – an amount no where near what is required. They plan to profit by putting public safety at risk and devaluing our communities. While the taxpayer is left to fund the large amount of infrastructure upgrades that are really required. No other project or business is allowed to operate in this fashion. The impact of any new enterprise is closely scrutinized by local government and the requestor is always required to fund and address any and all environmental impacts that are identified. We strongly believe that CN should be held to no less of a standard. 

With the current state of the economy, letting a foreign company like CN put profits and greed ahead of the best interests of the American people - just does not make sense. We are hopeful that you will make the decision to vote against this acquisition for the benefit of our people and communities.

Respectfully yours,
Eugene and Elizabeth Conrad
